
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 





^Jitized by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXTRACTS 

ZROM / 



"~ * THE WRITINGS 

(FRA'NCIS)^ FE MELON, 

ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 

WITH 

SOME MEMOIRS OF HIS LIFE, 



S9SBCSSB9S5SP 
¥0 WHICH ARE ADPE^ 

LETTERS, 

EXPRESSIVE 0]f 

3L0VE AND FRIENDSHIP: 

THE WRITER «0T KNOWN. 

JRtca^mended to the pen4sal and noti<;e ofthereligiaiUiJj dufesT^. 



BY JOHN KENDALL. 



FIIZLAD^LPIiU'- 

PftlXTKD AND SOLD BT KIMBER, CONRAD, £f CO; 

>'0. 170, SOUTH SECOND STREET. 



1804^ 



Digitize nyVjOCj:lC 



1/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






PREFACE- 



THE Editor of the following Abstraa 
met with so much instruction in reading the 
Archbishop of Cambray's writings, as to in- 
cline him to select certain parts of them, 
with a view to his own profit in some future 
time ; and having proceeded further in it 
than he at first expected, concludes to pub- 
lish them in a small volume for the benefit 
of others. 

And as this may come into the hands of 
some who have not had opportunity of know- 
ing much concerning this good man, the 
following short memoirs of his life are ad- 
ded, written soon after his death by one of 
his intimate acquaintance. 

When he accepted the Archbishopric of 
Cambray, he resigned the Abby of St. Val- 
lery, which had been given to him by the 
King, without asking it for any of his friends ; 
the King wondered at it, and pressed him to 
keqp it ; but he represented, that the reve- 
nues of the bishopric being more than suffi- 
cient, he thought himself in that case where- 
in the canonsforbid plurality of benefices. He 
relinquished, at the same time, the priory, 
which he had from his uncle. So rare a dis- 
interestedness gsdned him great respeft ; but 
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it also occasioned a certain grudge against 
him, in those persons whom, his example 
condemned. This was about the year 1695. 
The high favour he was now in seemed 
to promise a greater advancement ; but there 
arose a storm against him, which carried 
him for ever from the court. He became 
acquainted with Madame Guypn, a religious 
.and virtuous woman ; for whom he had con- 
ceived a favourable opinion, and refused to 
condemn hcrwritings, as was desired ofhim.* 
This ga^e offence to some of his former 
friends, and he was represented as an obsti- 
nate man, incapable of submission to the 
judgment of his brother prelates. They were 
further displeased with a book he had writ- 
ten to e?cpl^in his sentiments more fulby; 
and with these impressions the King was in- 
duced to confine him to his diocese, and to 
deprive his relations of their employments, 
and banish his friends from court. His good 
understanding, and the purity of his life, 
were no longer considered : his frielid was 
to pass for a whimsical cnthusiastical wo- 
man; and himself for the promoter of a sense- 
less and profane sect. 

* This excellent woman was much persecuted by some of the 
Bi&hops, and at length imprisoned ; where ^e remuned some 
years sick, and in 'a snflering condition. She often requestejj. 
that hep crime mi^ht be specified, and proved :....but her ene- 
mies not being- able to make any thing appear agahist her, she 
was at leng-th discharged out of custody, and exiled to Blois, 
where she lived near twelve years, honoured and respected, for 
her good understanding, sincei'e piety, pure and mod.est virtue ; 
even by those who hs^d ike strongest prejudices against iKr^ 
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Thus confined to his diocese, he there en- 
joyed that peace of mind which never fails to 
accompany pure virtue. He applied himself 
to make men good and happy, by discharg- 
kig, with great care, all the Amctions of his 
episcopal character. He assisted at the ex- 
aminationfif of persons who were about to b« 
appointed to the ministerial office, and had^ 
conferences with them every week upon the 
principles of religion, in which he listened 
to their enquiries with great patience, and 
gave his answers with a fatherly goodness. 

Notwithstanding the disorders occasioned 
by the w^r, he was very assiduous in the 
visitation of his diocese, and preached in eve- 
ry church* All his sermons came from the 
abundance of his heart, without being Avrit- 
tien down* In these public discourses love 
was the great point in which he made every 
thing terminate ; but it was such a love as 
produces, and perfects all the Christian vir- 
tues. He avoided all refined ideas, and su- 
perfluous ornaments, which are contrary to 
the simplicity of the gospel : and sought on- 
ly to speak as becomes a good father, so as 
to comfort, relieve, and enlighten his flock. 
In considering the feiffairs of the diocese, he 
never took advantage from his rank, or his 
talents to decide in any matter by his autho- 
rity alone, without persuasion. ^ The shep- 
herd'* he used to say, * has yet more need of 
^ being docile than the flock : he must be cou- 
^ tinually learning, that he mav be able t^ 
A 3- •. *- 
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* to govern w^h The wise man injormses 

* hi3 Win wi^QTo. by.lbat whid^ hcgathcrai 

* from wother . - 

Tb^ Bi$hQp's iA'ai[itice was agreeable ^to 
his doctrine, severe to himsdf : be did not, 
liowey^, affi^ct an aii^ere air, but was cheetK 
fill in all his deportment. . He a}e{)t little, 
sind was very moderate, in his. diet ; and allow- 
ed hiniself np pleasure but what is found in 
filling up his duty. His chief recreation 
was to take the air ; and. when lie went thus 
abroad, he s^nt the time either in useful 
conversation with his friends, or in seeking 
some occasion to do good to the people. .If 
he met with any of Xhe> pea^nts in his way> 
he would ask them questions about the state 
of their family, and gave them advice bow to 
regulate their little affairs, and to lead a reli- 
gious life. Sometifftes he went , into their 
cottages to speak to. them of God ; and to 
comfort them under the hardships they en- 
dured. .;.He became, in a manner,: ow of 
them, through the tenderness of a heart 
deeply affected with the love of a Saviour, 
who was poor. 

Poor hiniself, in. the midst of plenty, he 
gave almost all his. revenue away to hospitals; 
young clergymen, whom he educated; decay- 
cd gentlemen ; wd persons of all. r^nks, and 
of different nations, who, during the time of. 
war, were within the reach of his generosity. 

But these tbing$, M^hich were generally 
admired in liim, were npthing in comparison 
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o£t3iat id&rhmiife^ by whi/cli lie Moiked witk 
God^ like Eiiodv and was^ unknown to inen. 
It /is, Ihoirevev^ Christiaidty < alone idki^ 
can mkete> that peace of the Holy Spirit^ 
and iawafdtranqiJidtUity, whicdv excludes^ sot 
onljr unpro&tahle actions, but evm useloi' 
tfii0iight&» vThis itttcmalquietude he iendta*> 
voiired to attam, wh'dehe 'vvaa outwaridly 
emplc^ed inpeiiforniing'diedutieabfhuman'-. 
ity, rdigito, and^yocatiian... » . > 

The piety he taught yms&r from leadii^ 
to.aiefioed cfexsmi and an independence cm 
all visible authority ; as Jbfe adversaries insin- 
uated, it fijirnkh^,: on the contnury,' the 
most sodid proof of true Christianity. His' 
tlioughtsfccmcemingtheistate ofman by na- 
ture, are, that he is born diseased, but 
that the remedy is ever at hand to cure him. 
The Ught, which enligta«ns every man that 
comesintpthe worlds is^neverwaaating. Eve- 
ry manshaUbejudged by the lawwhich he has 
known, and. JK>t by that which he has not. 
No one shall be ^oadernnedy but for -neglect-' 
ing to profit by what he knew : the religion 
of Christ consists in charity. * The ceremo- 
nies and priesthood are but salutary aid to 
succour our weakness; outward' and sen- 
siblesignj^to enjcreaserio/oursfclvcs and others 
tfee knpwle^e and love of our common &- 
tber. . . Very . soon these means; sl^dK cease, 
the shadows shall .disappear, and the true 
temple be opened,. ...... i . . 

Jesus Christ, has taught us to look upon 
this life,:.. thi9 short moment of our. banish- 
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manty here bdou^^ hs the infincydf our be- 
ing, and as an obscure night, m which all 
tiie pleasures we meet with are but transient; 
dreams ; and all the evils we fbel but whole 
some bitters, to wean us from the love of 
tins world, and make us press forward to 
our true and native country. Penetrated 
with a sense of our nothingness, our inabili- 
ty, and blindness, he would have us present 
ourselves before him, the Being ^ofbein^ ; 
that he may impress his image upon our 
souls, enlighten and animate us ; and there- 
by produce in us the choicest virtues, titt 
at length being made wholly conformable to 
him, he shall coiisiimmate iis in his divine 
fellowship; This is that worship in Spirit 
and in Truth, of which the gospel speaks^ 

Thus the Archbishop expresses himself 
in some of his writings, which shews the 
good disposition of his mind. In the latter 
years of his life, he had an opportunity of 
manifesting his love for his country, and for' 
strangers, m an eminent manner. The war 
drawing near to Cambray, he became the 
admiration of the army, by his charity for 
the sick and wounded, and by the hospitali- 
ty of his house. His charity went so far as 
to hire houses for the reception of the^ dis- 
tressed. Such an expense mi^t be thought 
excessive, at a time when his revenues 
were much lessened by the neighbourhood 
of the army ; but the wants of the distre^ed 
were the measures of his liberality* His 
house was open, not only to persons of disi- 
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tinction, but was a place of refiigc to Ac 
poorest people. The sudden motions of the 
armies and the disorders that attended them, 
o*bliged sometimes whole villages to seek 
that safety in the town, which was not to be 
found in the open country. As many as 
could be conveniently were lodged in his 
house : and neither the painful sight of the 
condition of some, nor the infectious disor- 
ders attending others, could abate his zeal. 
He walked up and down among them, like 
a good fether, shewing, by his sighs, how 
much his heart was moved with compassion. 
His presence and words tended to alleviate 
their distress. 

The veneration in which he was held, was 
not confined to the French army alone. He 
was no less respected by the enemy . The 
Duke of Marlborough, Frince Eugene, and 
the Duke of Ormond, shewed him all sorts 
of civilities. They sent detachments to 
guard his meadows, and com ; and caused 
his grain to be conveyed to Cambray, lest 
it should be carried off by their own for- 
agers. Such a commanding power h^ 
true virtue over all hearts. As he was thus 
loved and respected by strangers^ so he re- 
ceived them with great cordiality, of what- 
ever religion they happened to be. How- 
ever, he made no other use of the esteem 
men expressed for him, but to do them 
good. His soul was raised too high above 
the objects of human ambition to be dazzled 
with them. 
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It is wortfiv of ndtice with what facility 
he siiffered himsdf to be interrupted in any 
business he was about, that he might com- 
nmnicate himself to all, and give himself up 
to the discliarge of those duties, which dai- 
ly, and even hourly, occurred, as it were 
for the exercise.of his patience and meek- 
ness. It was thus that one day being ob- 
structed, in a work ht had a mind to finish, 
by one of his friends, who was leaving Cam- 
bray, aiid his friend endeavouring to excuse 
the interruption^ he replied, **Be in no con- 
cern; you do me more good by interrupt- 
ing itre, than I should have gained by pur- 
suing what I was about.". 

Bfowever agreeable his conversation was in 
public, it was more so in private with his 
friends. Divine love was in him a source 
of the purest and most generous friendship: 
the sentiments of his heart are pretty fully 
described in a letter he wrote to his pupil,; 
tAi'e 0ukc of Burgundy ; in extract of which 
is' as follows: 

*' Divine love," he says, ** is not always' 
accompanied with a sensible fondness ; but 
it is hearty, faithful, constant, and effec- 
tual. Love will make us bear every thing, 
suffer every thing, hope every thing, for our 
friend: it will surmoimt all uneasinesses : 
it will mett with compassion for the misfor- 
ttines of others : it will weep with those that 
weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice.. 
It will do this, not by a constrained outside 
appearance, and a ceremonious compki- 
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sance, but froiq the abundance of tjhp teart; 
-m which divine loye wH be a living source 
to furnish it with all the sentittientjsi ^ntl 
^dispoisitioiis of the niost affectionate and sub- 
stantial kiiftdness.'*- ; : ' / '''" 

He useA ihueh cautibn in his condiact, 
-t^d Way of behaviour, towards his frietids. 
•He saw thiir feults^ arid bore with them with 
^eat mildness, and sweetness of temper : 
^waiting for the . proper -time ■ of speaking, 
•and laid hold of it when it eame. He ^also 
knew how to season hjs advice, in such a 
manner as that the most unpleasing truths 
cdid not give offence. — Divine charity, he 
'says, makes great allowances for the weak- 
nesses of others ; bears with them ; and 
-treats 4hem' with gentleness and conde^cen- 
sion : it is never over hasty in its proceeding: 
it may be necessary to wait long fpr a fa- 
vourable opportunity to.give one single priecc 
of wholesome advice: imperfect virtue is 
<^pdous, censorious, severie, and implacable; 
but perfect virtue is uniform, meek, affable, 
said compassionate, ** It takes every bur- 
then upon itself, arid aims chiefly at doing 
good. It is tins principle of disinterested- 
.ness, with regard.to ourselves, and of com- 
passion for others, which is 4he true bond 
of society.'* . ' 

This sweet and mild disposition in the 
Archbishop, did not, however, hinder him 
from speaking the truth to his friends, when 
the thought it necessary ; he also was desir- 
ous tfiey shoujd use th^'saine freeidon;^ to- 
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wards Mmi at appears by the manner of h&s» 
yvritiug^ as follows: 

** I request you, more thanever, not to 
spare me in telling me my &ults» though 
you should think you discover a &ult in me, 
which perhaps I have not, the harm wij^l 
not be great; If your intimation and advice 
offend me, I shall thereby see that you have 
reached the quick ; and thus you will still do 
me a great benefit, by inuring me to reproof, 
and to a Christian lowliness Oifsp^it. The 
higher I uiu loli^cd, by my character, the 
more I ought to be humbled. And I hope, 
that far £rom weakening our union, it wiU 
be a means to strengthen it." 

.Ncithfirj absence, nor distance, could lea- 
sen his aiafectipn towards his frie^ds, though 
be had not seen them of a long time. In one 
of his letters,. he says, ** Let us all dwell in 
oiu- only centre, where we may continually 
meet, and be but one ! We are very near, 
though we see not eadi other; wher<^s 
peopk, who are in the same house, and 
chamber, may live at a great distance, as to 
a true fellowship : Qod upites and brings to- 
gether the most remote points of distance^ 
;with regard, to those hearts that are united 
inhim!'* : . 

Though he was resigned to the divine will, 
yet nobody was more sensibly touched, with 
the loss of his friends : true virtue regulate 
the passions without extinguishing th^Vt* 
^d can reconcile the scntin^ents pf huipanlty 
Ijrith thpse of religion, so thsit the one shall 
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not destroy the other. He used to weep for 
the death of his friends, without hiding his 
tears. Yet, in the midft of his grief, he still 
preserved his tranquillity, and comforted 
those who mourned like himself, for the loss 
sustained. 

In the beginning of the year 1715, he fell 
ill of an inflammation of his lungs, attended 
with a fever, which lasted about six days, 
with sharp pains : during this time he gave 
all the tokens of a truly Christian patience, 
meekness, and constancy ; in his last mo- 
ments, the only words he uttered, were, 
Not my V)illy but thine , be done. 

It appeared, after his death, that he had 
not made it his care to accumulate riches, 

; but died poor ; as he had lived, in a great 
measure, without money, and free from 

[ debts. 
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EXTRACTS 



FROM THE 



WRITINGS OF FENELON, 



ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 



^be Necessity ofknowng and loving God, 

WE. should consider that we are no* 
Hiiog of ourselves ; we are only what God 
made us tq bp,, and only for such time as 
he pleases. He need only withdraw his 
hand, which supports us, to plunge ys into 
the abyss of our own nothingness; as a 
stone, whijCh we hold in the air, fallsi by its 
own {Weight when w^e ao longer hold if^ We 
Tjive hot, therefore,, being or life, but tnroygh 
the gift of God. 

Again there are other blessings of a still 
more pure^ and elevated kind : a good life is 
worth more than the life itself; virtue is of a 
greater value than health ; rectitude of heart, 
and*the love of God, are as iiiucli above any 
• temporal ^fts, as the heavens are above the 
earth. If, therefore, without his help we can- 
not for one moment possess thoise favours so 
gross, how much more certainly must he 
give us those sublime gifts of his love. 
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O, my God, not to know thee then, is 
to regard thee as out of us, as an Almighty 
Being that gives laws to all nature, and has 
made all things visible ! This is but to know 
one part of that M^hich thou art, and to be 
ignorant of that which is most wonderful, 
and most concerns thy reasonable creatures. 

That which elevates my soul, and inspires 
me with hope, is, thatthouarttheGodofmy 
heart ; there thou doest all that pleaseth thee. 
When I am good^ it is thou that makest me 
so : it is thou that animatest my soul, as my 
soul animates my body ; thou art more pre- 
sent and intimate to me, than I am to myself. 
This self, for which I have so much ^ensi- 
Iwlity, ought to be a stranger in coltiparison 
of thee : it is thou that gavest it to mf, 
therefore thou requircst that 1* ^ould love 
thee more than it. 

What a comfort it is, O my Ood, to think 
that every thing is the Work of thy hand^ all 
within and all without nie. Thou art always 
with rtje.' Wheri^ I do eVff,''thbu tjrt withni^ 
reproaching me for the evill do, ibakitxg me 
regret the good I have omitted, atid shewing 
me a mercy which stretcheth forth its arms to 
receive me. When I do good, it is thou in^ 
spirest me with the desire of it, aijd effectest 
it in me ; it is thou th^t inclinest my heart 
to love the good, and detest the cyil; if is 
thou that suffet;est, that entre^test, that edi- 
fiest my neighbour, that givest alms. I do 
all these things, but it is through thee, who 
causcst me to do them. These good works, 
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vrliic][i are tjiy gifts,, become thy wo?ks; but 
tibuEjjr are always thj gifts, and cease to be 
good works, when, I regard them as my own* 
an dwhen their being thy gift (which alone 
makes them valuable) escapes my sight. 

O, JFather of mercy, I will no longer rea- 
son on, thy grace, but silently resign myself 
to -it : it does ajl in ra^, it is by it that I act, 
and that I forbear, th^t I.suffejr, th^t I believe, 
that I hope, and that I love.. If I obey its 
influence, it wjU be all in me ; by it I shall 
ejFect all ; it is this that mpves the he^t, 
but in the end t^e heart must be moved, and 
tbouL (Joft npt ^ave fiian without his cp-ope- 
ration :. [Therefore it is my business, tOr work 
without delay, that I may nq% check tliat 
grace which impels me ; all the good I. have 
proc^eids from it, all the, evil from myself. 
yVThenldp good, it is that animates me ; 
wl^exi I do.evil,,it is becau^ Ir^^^ist it. . God 
woi^ld not that I should, know more than 
this,, every tji^ng else \yould only serve to 
nourish inine a vain curioi?ity. 

When shall we love Go4 truly? When^ 
shall we seek him who, seeks. i^s, and carries 
us in.his. arms,?. In his tender and paterjnaj 
bosom we forget feini ;, it is, the , sweetness 
of his gifts, that; preveijts pur r^^flecting 9,1^ 
the giver : thoscj favours .v^Jiich he is every 
' piomejnt be^toiying upon us, instead of melt- 
ing us into love, only serve to attract our atr^ 
tjpntipn/fro^ its.pfpper object. 

B 2^ 
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The most excellent prayer is nothing else 
but the love of God ; its excellency Consists 
not in the multitude of our words, for they 
are not necessary to make known unto God 
the sentiments of our hearts. 

True prayer then is that of the heart, and 
the h<^art can only ask that which it desires. 
To pray then is to desire, but this desire must 
be according to the will of God. 

They always pray, whose hearts alway* 
feel true love and desire. That love which 
is hidden in the bottom of their souls, 
prays without ceasing ; even while the spirit 
cannot be actually attentive. God ceases 
not to regard in the soul that desire whicii 
he forms himself^ though the soul is not al- 
ways conscious of it : it is a secret voice 
which perpetually draws down his mercies ; 
it is this spirit, which, as St. Paul says, 
'* Helpeth our infirmities, and maketh in- 
tercession for us, with groanings which can- 
not be uttered.'* Romans viii. 26. 

This Jove solicits God to give us what, 
we want, to overlook our defects, and regard 
the sincerity of our intentions ; it blots out 
our snialler offences, and purifies us as a 
consuming fire : it prays for us according 
to the will of God ; for we know not what to 
pray for as we ought, and would often ask 
what would prove hurtful to us, as certain 
pious fervours, sensible tastes, and an appar- 
ent perfection, which would only serve to 
nourish the natural life, and a confidence in 
our own strength. 
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When we are busied in outward things, 
and the discharge of our duty m that state 
in which Providence has placed us, unavoid- 
ably causes distraction, we nevertheless car- 
ry within us a fire which never goes out ; 
but, on the contrary, nourishes a secret pray- 
er, vrhich is a lamp incessantly burning be- 
fore the throne of God ; " if we sleep our 
heart waketh.*' Cant. T. 3. ** Blessed are 
those whom the Lord shall find thus wak- 
ing.'* Luke xii. 37. 

To preserve this spirit of prayer, so ne- 
cessary to our union with God, we must 
observe two principal thirigs ; the one is, to 
endeavour to ndurish it ; the other, to avoid 
every thing that may deprive us 6f it. 

That which deprives us of the spirit of 
prayer, ought to fill us with terror, and calls 
for all our caution. Thus^ we ought to fly 
those vain comjpanibns who dissipate us too 
much, those pleasures whith excite the pas- 
sions, everything that awakens a relish for 
the world, and those old inclinations which 
have been fatal to us. 

Meditation is not prayer, but it is the ne- 
cessary foundation of it. It makes us sen- 
sible of those truths which God has revealed 
to us. By meditation, we shall learn not 
only the depth of the mysteries of Christian- 
ity, and the truths of the gospel ; but also all 
that these truths ought to impress upon our 
minds, in order to our regeneration : these 
truths ought to be along time sinking into our 
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heart?, as the dyp by degrees tinges the wool 
that imbibes- it, 

A man who. owes himself to the public, 
would offend, God, should he think himself 
in union wlthhim, while he passed that time 
in meditation and retirement^ which was 
necessary fpr,t)ie. discharge pf the: duties of 
his employm^jitiK 

. .The true union with,God, consists in ful- 
filling his will in the most wearisome and la- 
borious duties of our state, without relaxa- 
tion, and in opposition -to all our n^itural 
aversiofls. 

The gex^eraicautipns. against dissipation: 
^e, to avoid, as much as possible, aU con-, 
nections ,apd intiinacy/with pec^le whose 
n^axims Are in opposition to those of Christi- 
anity^espedally.whea these infectious maxims, 
are such, as we have formerly been seduced 
by- They will easily cause our )vounds to. 
bie^^d afresh,^ they.have a secret intelligence 
with the bottom of our hearts, ; whcsre there 
is a, soft and insinuating counsellor always, 
Veady to blind and betray us. 

The holy scripture advises us to judge of 
a man by his Iriendsl Eccles. xiii. 20.. 
; And. indeed, hgw -can he who loves God, 
and desires no longer to love any thing but 
through him,, choose for his bosom friends, 
those who neither love nor know God, and 
who regard such an affection as a contempti- 
ble weakness? Can a heart full of God, and 
that is sensible of its own weakness, can it 
ever be at rest among those whose senti- 
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ments jieyer ^ce with it^ and with whoiji \t 
js in continual danger of losing all its trea- 
sure ? The taste of such people, and the taste 
that faith inspires, are absolutely incom- 
patible. 

t am very sensible there are worldjy at- 
tachments, which neither can nor. ought to 
be broken. There are friends to whom we 
are bound by an esteem for their natural good 
qualities, by gratituide, by the attachment of 
a sincere friendship, and lastly, by the laws 
of decency, and necessary intercourse. To 
withdraw entirely our confidence and 6mili- 
arity from such persons^ would woupdtheia 
to the heart., Biit' then, wit^.ut b^eakingf 
with them, pr avowing any coolness, jth^ 
are gentle and iniperceptible means of lessen- 
ing our intercourse with them. We may 
distinguish them from common acquaint- 
ances, converse with them in private, an4 
open pur hearts to them pn certain su^ CQts, 
where probity a^d friendship are sumQieiit 
tp enable th^ixi .to give V§ good' advice, aji^ 
where ' .6ur sentiments may agree ; though 
perhaps the very same judgment in us,, may 
proceed jfrom motives more pure and ^leya^ 
ted than any they arie actuated by. 

Finally, we may continue tp serve them 
with all the assiduity of the mpst cppd}^ 
^iendship, without -giving up our he^s t(^ 
them. •'•''- ''/ , , M-- ' ; 

Nothing can qe more dafigerouillxan ^1^ 
neglect of sucli precaution ; and iiF we dp/not 
in the be,gin^injpf exert ourselves cpup^g^QV^^ 
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ly to rencjer our piety free and independent 
of such irreligious friends, it is a piety that 
threatens approaching ruin. If a man, who 
is beset witii such friends, is naturally weak, 
and his passions easily inflamed, it is cer- 
tain these friends, be they ever so sincere^ 
will draw him back from hisi devotion. I 
rwill suppose theni, ijF yoii please, virtuous, 
honest, full of fidelity, and every thing that 
constitutes friendship, in the eyes of the 
world. Yet all this avails not, nor will it 
^reyeht their corrupting him. The more 
amiable they are, the more they are to be 
(dreaded. As for those who have not these 
^^nijable qudtities, they must immediately be 
given lip ; and we should esteem ourselves 
most happy .that a sacrifice which ought to 
cost so little, can be available towards a se- 
curity so. momentous, as that of everlasting 
life; : • 

*' Besides this care with regard to our com- 
banions, we must carefully observe some 
noufs to converse with (Jbd alone, in soli? 
tude and prayer. Those who are in great 
cmproyments, have so many' indispensable 
duties to attend, that they have little time 
left for this holy intercburse with God, un- 
less they are very careful in the management 
of their l^ours : so little, that if they have a- 
tiy Iriclitlatton ifor ^inus^mentV tKey will with 
di^culty, observe the apppinted hours, for 
the service of either God ot their neighbotin 
Wjb must theh steadily adhere to some 
nii^' : the severity of observing it may ap-t 
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• • 

pear excessive ; but without tiiis regularity 
all will M into confusion, we shall become 
dissipated, relaxed^ lo^e our strength, and 
become insensibly more ]and more alienatedL 
n-om' God; lior shall we perceive this wan* 
dering of our hearts, until we have ,straye<i 
so fer, that we have ni^ither hope nor cou-^ 
tage sufficient to enable us to return. \ 

Let us pray then, let us pray. Prayer is 
our only safety. Blessed be God V)ho hath 
not cast out my prayer^ nor turned his 
tnert^ frotn me* PsL Ixvi.. 20;, To be 
£iithful ia prayer, we must be faithful in re^ 
gulating all the occupations of the day with, 
an inflexible resolution. 

Be content with yoiir daily bread, and re- 
member that in the wilderness the manna they 
gathered for more than one day, presently 
corrupted ; so true it is, that the children ojf 
God should be wholly intent upon rightly- 
employing their present graces, without de- 
siring to anticipate the designs of his Provi- 
dence upon them. 

In this way God will be your guide, and 
will himself travel with you, as he did hereto- 
fore with the Israelites, to lead them step by 
step through the wilderness to the land of pro- 
mise. Happy will you be, if you suffer God 
to take possession of you, and to do in you 
what he pleases, not according to your in- 
clinations, but his designs. 
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dfi Mortification. 

GOD calls us to a daily and hourly excr- 
6ise 6f mortification. And, perhaps, it is a 
very cOhsiderable .'one to avoid' tttry thing 
tiiat is prejudicial to oar health. But feod 
regulates all iii ih6 hbart he once possesses ; 
he accustoms it gently to the prescribed rule, 
deprives the will of a certain inflexibility, and 
removes a dangerous confidetice in our own 
judgiheAt ; he blunts the edge of the^d^sires, 
cools the passibfis, dfet^che's the man. not on-* 
Jy from outward objects, but even from hini- 
self, and renders him gentle, aitliatfle, simple, 
lowly in his own eye's, and ready to will or 
not will, according to his good pleasure. 
Let this be our state, as it is the will of God, 
asid let us Aot resist him. . 
\ That ihoitificati'ort, tha^J Coined from, t^e 
hand of 6od, is more profitable for ius than 
those sensiblfe fervours in prayer, which are 
according to oiir own taste and inclihatioh,' 
Very frequently those mortifications which 
Consiist in aconstant resignation to the strokes 
of Providence, are more advantageous to us, 
than the greatest artificial austerities which 
render us more singular; and tempt -lis to a 
vain coipplacency in ourselves. He who. 
constantly accepts every thing that happens 
in the order of Providence, and seeks no- 
thing but what it gives, will find that every 
day will make him a partaker of the cross of 
Christ. These crosses are as truly the effect 
of Providence^ as any other thing the most 
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«s^se»lia} to our l^ : they are our dafly bread, 
which God never suffers us to want, and ntc 
frequently the purest mortifications zealous, 
souls can suffer, as they prevent their mor- 
tifying themselves according to their own' 
choice, and call them to a perpetual state of 
such mortification as is suitable to the designs 
of God. 

When we are not resigned to the humilia- 
tions of Providence, there is great reason to 
fear that there is too much of illusion in those 
a^terities which our fervour inclines us to 
seek : this fervour is often deceitful, and I 
believe it is expedient to try our souls by 
their fidelity to daily and providential cros^e.Sf 



On Self-renunciation. 

THE foundation of all our malady is z, 
elind self-love, which becomes a species of 
idolatry^ All that we love outwardly, w€ 
love- only for ourselves^ We must not be de- 
ceived by those generous friendships in which 
we appear to forget ourselves, and think on- 
ly of the interests of those to whom we are 
attached. When, in the commerce of fi-iehd- 
ship, ^ve have np sordid interests in view, 
we pursue others which are more latent^ 
more delicate, and more laudable in the opi- 
nion of the world ; but these •are so much 
the more dangerous and capable of coirup- 
C 
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tkig us, as they afford a finer nouriafament 
to sdf-love. 

Let us conclude, that the love of God a^ 
lone can detach us from ourselves. If the 
powerful hand of God did not support iis^ 
we should not know where to set our foot 
to take one step out of ourselves. 

Nothing is a more effectual bar to receiv- 
ing this grace of self-renunciation than a 
philosophical pride, and self-love, disguised 
under the mask of a worldly generosity. The 
more we have by nature of candour, com- 
«»1acency in virtue, delicacy of sentiment, a 
astelor probity, anddisiriterestedfriendsMp, 
the more we ought to srive to get loose from 
self, and fear the being delighted with those 
natural gifts. 

As it may be enquired what this self-re., 
nunciation is, in some other respects, I will 
add, we are easily convinced that it is our 
duty .to renounce all criminal pleasures, un- 
just acquisitions, and evident vanities ! but 
it is not so easy to see the necessity of re-. 
houncing wealth which is lawfully acquired, 
the sweets of an innocent and reputable life j 
and, finally, the honours which are the con- 
sequence of a good reputation-* 

What makes it dilficult for us to under- 
stand that we should renounce these things 
is, that we ought not absolutely to reject 
them, but should use them soberly, suitable 
to that state jn which Providence has piac-^ 
?d uSf 
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The comlbrts of a calm and peaceful life, 
JKCG. necessary to support us under the diffi- 
4^uliies annexed to every state : with regard 
to honours, wc should have respect to decen- 
:cy ; and to supply our necessities, should 
preserve the wealth we possess. How then, 
it may be said, do werenounce,those tilings, 
while we employ our care to preserve them? 
The true way is, without anxiety to do all 
we can lo preserve them, that we may make 
a sober use of them, without setting our 
a&ctions on them. 

Thus the way to renounce tlungs in them- 
selves evil, is to reject them with horror; but 
the way to renounce good things, is to use 
them with moderation as occasion requires, 
always studying to retrench those imaginary 
wants, with which our avaricious nature 
wouki pamper itself. 

Observe, that we must not only renounce 
evil, but good things ; for lesus Christ has 
said without restriction, ** Whosoever for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. '* Luke xiv. 33. 

We must renounce those that are most 
dear to us, and whom we are in duty bound 
to love f this renunciation consists in loving 
them onhr for God, enjoying the consolation 
of their ^iendship occasionally; and witK so- 
briety, being ready to part with tl^m when- 
it is the will of (Bod, and never seeking in 
them the true repose of the heart. This is 
the chastity of true Christten friendship, 
which seek* the heavenly spouse in a mortal 
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and terrestrial friend. In this manner we use 
the creatures and the world, as iftve used 
ibem not^ according to St. PauPs expressi- 
on : we desire to use what God bestows, and 
love them so &r as it is his will we should ; 
restraining our hearts in the use of them^ 
and reserving our affections for a more pro- 
per object. 

It is in this sense that Jesus Christ would 
have us renounce father, mother, brethren*, 
sisters, and friends. If at the bottom of our 
heart we are attached to any creatures more 
than to God, our heart is no longer worthy 
of him. 

After having renounced all outward things^ 
thea comes the last sacrifice, which is that 
of all within us ; and that is in reality re- 
nouncing ours<:fIves. We are as much captiv- 
ated with our understanding, our wisdonr, 
and our virtue, as a woman of this world is 
w ith her beauty ; we regard them with the 
same complacency; we delight in being 
thought wise, temperate, and free from the 
intoxicaiions that disorder others ; and by 
this means we become intoxicated with the 
vanity of not appearing to be so in prosperity, 
and of renouncing, by acoumgeons modera- 
tion, j)U that the world most prizes. 
. O how dangerous is this state ! How sub- 
tile is its po'scn ! How certainly, shall wc 
offend Cjcd, if we resign our hearts to thisre- 
fined self-love ! We must then renounce 
all enjo3^mentof, and all natural compkcen* 
€v in our own wisdom and virtue. 
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Remember, that the more excellent the 
^^9 of God are, the more jealous he is of 
them. He desires we should be attached to 
him alone, and not to his gifU, be they ever 
so excellent, only so £ir as is according te 
his design<» to unite us the more intimately 
to himself. Whoever regards with compla- 
cency, and as his own property, the graces 
he has received from God, converts them 
into poison^ 

Let us beware then of appropriating to 
ourselves, not only outward things, as our 
talents, and the favour we stand in with 
men, but also the internal gifts of God. The 
goodness of our own will is not less the free 
;gift of God, than our being and life which 
come from him. We must live then as 
^btors ; aJl that is i& us, smd all that we are, 
is but a loan from God, to be used according 
to the intention of the lender ; and never to 
be considered as at our own disposal, and 
as a .possession that belongs to us. 

It is this spirit which appropriates nothing 
to itself, and this simplicity with regard to 
ourselves to follow iht motions of God, in 
which consists the solid renunciation of our* 
selves. And when this desire is in the bot- 
tom of the heart, God himself leads us as it 
\eere by the hand, and exercises this renun- 
^elation in the daily occurrences of life. 

It is not by painful reflections and continu- 
al contentions that we renounce ourselves ; 
but by abstaining from all self-seeking, and 
C 2 
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typing willing to be as God.pleasf s, th^ we 
lose ourselves in him. ^ ^ . 

We sec in oiirsdves many real good ^ in- 
tentions, but we shpald be terrified did vrp 
perceiyie to'how many things' we are stifl at- 
tached. Itis hot indeed wilfully and pffine;- 
ditately th^t we have these attachTnents ; ^^ 
say not in ourselves, I have then^, and I de- 
sire to have them ; but, nptwithstahding, 
we really have them, and are soiDnLetini& 
afraid of digging too deep, lest we should jlis- 
cover them : we are sensible of our weak- 
ness,' and dare not proceed. 

$ometimes al§o we are willing to examine 
oursdvei^ to the bottom, that we may sacri- 
fice all to God ; but this is only a fit pf zeal, 
like that of Peter's, when he said, Lord^i 
am ready to gonvitb ihec^ both into prison 
and to death. And afkcrwards was terrified 
by the question of a servant maid. 

We seek to discover all our defects ; and 
God directs us in this enquiry. He refuses 
us a light too strong for our state of grace : 
he suffers us not to perceive in our heart, 
th^t which it is not yet the season to de- 
prive us of. It is a wonderful procedure of 
the Divine goodness, never to solicit us in- 
wardly to forsake aught that we have hither- 
to loved and possessed, wi^thout suitably en- 
lightening us ; and that his light never directs 
us to make any sacrifice which he does not 
give us strength to perfi^rm. 

We may rest in peace, provided we are 
feithful to what we know. Whatever else 
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^^^n^qe^^ryjor u^y pp* wi}| re^^l in l^if 

^cvyn tjfl^e. ]ft k in nieycy tb^t Gqc} fhijsi coi^. 

ceal^fi'om n^ pucl^ thipgsi ai^^ \^e' sjrp not jr^ 

able "tft ])par.' Wp Ji^yc ^;pen^li. ijnpstUwt 

ze^l xoi Qiir qwn p^Tfi?ptipii|, whiah is ^ej^irciu^ 

b^t ^' %m^P confideiice,! while, v^^der tbp 
^ao4^ pfjC^ad, is ?i|ipr^ ij3efi|l tbwardk^ccbmi- 
piishiixff tbp death oTsdfi than ill our uneasy 
^flpbr ti§ to ^jdyanpe our o\m perfection . • 
. . |-.e.t US iben be content to fgllg^w the ligbjfc 
of ^h^'pr|§^iit inomept, without looking mr- 
ther/ It *s our d^\ly t>4fea^, wljich'Grpd gives 
lis qniy foj: one i^y ; U is like th,e maiwja in 
the WiWeiin^as j and he that would gather a 
double portion, and makcjprovisiou for the 
ensuing day, grossly' deceives himself. * It 
wiB corrupt inhis haiids^ and. he will hav? 
no iiqore of it to feed on, t^xan he who gathers 
for one day. . .. • 

. It is thi3 child-like dependanoe oix Gojd) to 
which he would fain bend our J^ir^^ H? 
dispensesjais internal liffht^^ as a p;rudent mo- 
th^er assigns to her daughter, the tasjk she is to 
perform ) and a^.soon as it is fini^hu^ ^Uots 
hejr. anothei^. , , » 



Virtue* 



THE practice of virtue does not con- 
jsist in words ; they can never suffice to at- 
tain the kingdom of God- It is to be attain- 
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tjdohly by a t)erpetual violeticc, which We 
must offer to ourselves i a violence, when the 
torrent of the world is to be resisted, which 
^prevents our. doing. good) aft^r having so 
frequently^ been the occasion of our doing 
ievil ; a violence, what we are in part to re* 
nounce what is necessary, that we may n<A 
be deceived, in too readily imagining that 
we have relinquished what is superfluous 5 
a violence, when we are to mortify our spU 
rits, not thinking we have done sufficient 
when we have mortified oiir bbdies ; ; a vio- 
lence, for being perfectly contented in what- 
ever state we are, without desiring more con- 
veniehces, more honour, more health, or 
any other company, not ev^ that of good 
people* Lastly, a violence, to arrive at that 
dcCTce of inditfetenqe, which is necessary for 
a Christian, who has no will but that of his 
Creator, to whom he leaves the success of all 
his affairs, though he employs himself in 
them ; who acts suitably to his condition, 
but does so without anxiety ; who takes plea- 
sure in looking up to God, and does not 
fear the being retarded by Wm ; who hopes 
that the eye of God will be upon him for the 
correction of his faults j and who peacefully 
relies on his mercy, with regard to the pu* 
nisliment to them* 
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Sahation. . . 

SALVATION is not to be attained 
merely by ceasing to do ill ; we must also 
add to it the practice of that which is good. 
The kingdom of heaven is too great a trea- 
sure to be bestowed on the timorous slave, 
who only abstains from evil because he is a- 
fraid to eommit it. God desires to have 
children that should love him for his good- 
ness, and not slaves, who only serve him 
through the dread of his power. We must 
then love him, and consequently do all that 
true love inspires, , 

Many apparently well-meaning people de- 
ceive themselves on this subiect : they are 
jealous of their liberty, and afraid of losing it 
by devoting themselves too much tp piety : 
but they should consider, that they are not 
tbeir ow7ij 1 Cor. vi. 19. but God's, whq 
has created them solely for himself, and 
dught to rule them as he pleases. 



^ Against Temptations. 

THERE are tv/o things to be done with 
regard to temptations. Thefirstistobeguid- 
ed by our inward light, in retrenching, w ith- 
out delay, as far as we are at liberty, all that 
may nourish or awaken the temptation. I 
say, as fiu- as we are at liberty ; because it 
4oes not always depend upon us to avoid 
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what excites to evil. What is incident t© 
the state in which Providence has placed us, 
is not supposed to be in our own power. 

The second rule is, when tempted, always 
\o turn to God, and not disquiet ourselves by 
considering whether we have iM)t already in 
part consented, w ai? to interiTupt the imme*' 
diate tendency of o,ur heart to God, By 
exapiining too 01^361^ whether we have not 
been guilty of some jinfiidellty , we arc in dan- 
ger of being again invplved in the tempta- 
tion. The shortest and surest method is to 
act like a child at the breast, who, if it is 
shewn a frightful monster, starts back with 
horror, and ^nks into the bosom of its mo- 
ther, that It may po longer perceive it. 

The practice of the presence of God, is 
of all othierf the most sovereigfi remedy ; it 
Comforti^x ^pppo^-ts, and calms us ; we must 
not be j^urprisjed evf n a)t the most shameful 
j^em{)t^tiotis« My son^ s^ys the son of Siracb, 
if thou come to serve tb^ Lordj preparf 
thy soul for temptation. Eccles. xi. 1. 

Every thing iij this world is temptation. — 
Crosses tempt us, by irritating our pride, 
and prosperity by flattering ft. Our whole 
life is a continual warfare, but a warfere in 
which lesi^s^ Christ fights fijr us. 

We must m^cli on, .though temptatioiip 
surround us ; as a traveller, sur{H*is^d by a 
^torm, wraps hJmself up in his cloak, and 

Srocecds notwitj^stapding the f^viln^s^ of 
ti§ weather^ , , • 
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With rcgstfd to what is past^when we have 
satisfied our conscfence by a sincere repen- 
tam^e, evinced by the actual forsaking of our 
sins, we have nothing to do but to cast all 
our ifliquities into dtefbyss of mercy. 

When an ihroI«itary lemembr^ce of past 
troubles oceurs^ ^should remain confound- 
ed, and as it were nothing in the presence 
of God, peacefiiHy bearing iri his adbrablie* 
sight, si\ the shame and ignominy of our 
sins, without seeking, cherishing, or recal- 
ling the too dtogerous remembrance of them. 



On Sorroni). ' " 

WITH regard to such a kind of sadness 
as 6epT€ss€is and contracts the heart, there 
are two rules, the observation of A^hich seems 
to me of great importance. The first is, to, 
removfe this sorrow by such means as Provi-, 
dence has furnished us with : for example, 
not to burthen ourselves with laborious bu- * 
siness, so as to sink under a lo^ greater 
than' we are able to bear | to spare not only, 
the powers of the body, but likewise those 
of the mind; to set apart hours for prayer, for 
reading, for enlivening our spirits by pioiis, 
nay even by cheerful conversation, so as at 
once to recreate both our bodies and minds, 
suitably to ournecfcssity* \ ' 

We should also have some wise dnd dis- 
crete person, to whom we might unburden 
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our hearts of every thing, except the secrets 
of another ; for this is a comfort tl^at pecii? 
liarly eases an heay/ heart. >. 

• Troubles, too long retained in the heart, ^ 
frequently burst it ; ^^du^as, U* we(>Dul4. 
vent them, wc shoiild see^^ey jyere not de- 
serving of all the bittern^ they cs^used. 

The second rule is, peacefiiUy to bear all 
involuntary emotions of sorrow. Inward dis» 
couragements expedite our progress in the 
road of faith, provided they do not stop u$, . 
and that the slothfulness of the soul does not 
yield to this sorrow, which, if permitted, 
would conquer all its powers. A step taken 
in this state, is more valuable than a thou- 
sand taken when the sofil is in a more sweet 
and comfortable disposition. 

Thi3 sensible courage, which renders eve* 
ry tj>ing easy^ which does and suffers all 
things, is often deceitful, as it nourishes 
self-confidence, and a certain elevation of 
he^rt. This courage, though sometim^f^ 
wonderfully edifying to the world, nourishes 
within us a secret satisfaction, and inward 
testimony, which is a subtile poison. 

We relish bur own virtue, are delighteJ 
with it, we wbuld possess it, and are plejised 
\yith its strength. 

A weak and humUe soul, who finds no re» 
spur ce in itself, who f<?ars, is troubled^ and 
sorrowful ; who cries put, like our Lord on 
the cross. My God^ my Gody ivhy i^ast tbou 
forsaken me? is much more purified, more 
deadto all the desires of s^lf, th^ tho$^e brave 
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souls, who enjoy in peace the fruits of their 
virtue. — Happy soul that is thus bruised by 
God, and whom he deprives of all strength 
in itself, that it may be supported only by 
him ; who is sensible of its own poverty, 
and is content ; who bears, besides outward 
crosses, this great inward one of the despon- 
dency of the heart, without which all others 
avail but little. 



On Dejection and Dissipation. 

THERE are two things which especi- 
ally disquiet ; the one is to avoid a certain 
dissipation, the other to bear up against de- 
jection and melancholy. As to dissipation it 
will never be remedied by strained reflections. 
Do not hope to do the work of grace by the 
springs and ingenuities of nature. Be content 
to give up thy will without reserve to God, 
and never regard any state as grievous, but 
accept it with resignation to the Divine Prp- 
vidence. 

Be not troubled that the sensible presence 
of God is often withdrawn ; content thyself 
in the course of the day, with a general view 
of God, so that if at any time thou art asked, 
what is the disposition of thy heaift, it would 
be true to say, it aims at God, thdtigh some 
Other objects might outwardly require its at- 
tention. With regard to the watideiring$ of 
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thy imagination which are unavoidable, be 
not too much grieved at them. We often 
distract ourselves by the fear of being dis- 
tracted, and afterwards by the regret of hav- 
ing been so. 

We should say to a man, who spent his 
time in considering the falls he might possi- 
l)ly meet with instead of proceeding on his 
journey. Go on, go on : I say the same to 
thee; Go on, without stopping or looking 
behind. Walk^ says the apostle to the 
Thessalonians, that ye may abound more 
and more. 1 Thess. iv. 1. The abound- 
in gs in the love of God will rectify mistakes 
much more effectually, than thy disquiet and 
uneasy returns to self. 



How ive ought to njoatcb over ourselves. 

WITH regard to watching over our- 
selves, the following appears to me to be the 
best manner of practising this vigilance. 
The wiseanddiligent travelleralways watches 
over his steps, and has his eyes upon that 
part of the road which is immediately before 
him : he is not incessantly turning back to 
count his steps, and e3;amine the road he 
has passed ; this would be losing that time 
in which he ought to proceed on his journey. 
A soul whom God really leads by the hand, 
ought indeed to watch over its w^y, but then 
it should be with a simple and tranquil vigi- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39 

lance, confined to the present moment, and 
without any uneasiness proceeding from self- 
love. This vigilance is a conlinual attention 
to the will of God to fulfil it every moment, 
and not a return to ourselves that we may be 
assured of our state, which God would have 
us ignorant of. Wherefore the Psalmist says, 
Mine eyes are e^oer looking unto the Lord^ 
for be shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
Psalm XXV. 15. 

Observe that to giiide his feet aright, in 
the way where the net is laid, instead of 
casting his eyes down to the ground to exa- 
mine all his steps, he lifts them up unto the ' 
Lord. We can never watch better over our- 
selves, than when we walk with God always 
present before our eyes, as he directed Abra- 
ham to do. And in effect, to what should 
all jour watchfulness tend, but to follow step 
by step the will of God ? He who conforms 
himself to it in all things, truly watches over 
himself^ and every thing is sanctifiedto hira^ 



On the iniuard teaching of God^s Holy 
Spirit. 

IT is certain from Scripture, Rom. viii. 
John xiv. that the spirit of God dwelleth in 
us, that it acts there, that it there prays with- 
out ceasing, that it there asks for us what 
we ourselves know not how to ask for, that 
it animates us, speaks to us in silence, s\ig- 
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gests all truth to us, and unites us so to it- 
self, that we become one spirit with God. 
He that is joined to the L§rd^ is one Spi- 
rit. 1 Cor. vi. 17. 

This is what the teachers who are furthest 
removed from the inward life cannot avoid 
acknowledging. Yet notwithstanding these 
(>rinciples, in their practice, they aim at sup- 
posing, that the outward written law, or at 
most a certain light, derived from Scripture 
and reasoning, is what inwiardly enlightens 
us, and that afterwards our reason acts of it- 
self from that instruction. They esteem 
hot enough that inward teacher, which is the 
Holy Spirit, and which effects all in us. He 
is the soul of our soul : we coiild not form 
a thought or desire but through him. Alas, 
how great then is our blindness ! we esteem 
ourselves as if alone in this inward sanctua- 
ry; and, quite the contrary, God is more in- 
timately there than we ourselves. 

Perhaps it will be said, What then are wc 
inspired ? Yes, without doubt. Without 
the actual inspiration of the spirit of grace, 
we could neither do, will, or believe any 
good. We are then always inspired, but 
we incessantly stifle this inspiration. God 
ceases not to speak, but the noise and hurry 
of things without, and our passions within, 
deafen, and hinder us from attending to him. 
We must silence every creature, we must 
silence ourselves also, to hear, in a profound 
stillness of the soul, this inexpressible voice 
of Christ, the bridegroom of our souls. 
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We must be very attentive, for it is a soft 
and still voice, which is not to be heard but' 
by those who listen to it alone. O how 
seldom does the soul keep silence enough to* 
let God speak ! The lowest whisper of our 
vain desires, or self-love attentive to itself, 
disturbs all the words of the Spirit of God. 
We hear plain enough that he asks for some- 
thing ; but we know not what he says, and 
are often glad, not to understand it. The 
smallest reserve, the least regard for self, the 
least fear of understanding too plainly, th&t 
God asks more than we are willing to give 
him, disturbs this inward voice. Shall we 
be surprised then, if so many, even pious 
persons, but still full of amusements, vam de- 
sires, false wisdom and confidence in their 
own virtues, cannot hear it, and regard this 
in ward voice as afanatical chimera. Alas, what 
would they be at by their disdainful reason- 
ings ? To what purpose would the outward 
word of teachers be, and even of the Scrip- 
tures, if it were not for the inward voice of 
the holy Spirit, which gives thcni all their 
eificacy ? The outward word of the gospel 
itself, without this living efficacious word 
within, would be but an'cm])ty sound. It 
is the letter that alone kitlcth, and the spK 
rit that ' alone giveth life. O word, (X eter- 
naland all powerful v^^brd of the Father, it is. 
thou that spcakest in the bottom of our 
»ouls ! That word which prQ<>e«ded out of 
the mouth of our Saviour (lurivig the days of 
D 2 
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his mortal life, would not have had so much 
virtue, nor been productive of such fruits on 
earth, but because it was animated by this 
word of life, which is the word itself. ^ This 
made Peter say, Lord^ to "whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life* 
John vi. 68. 

It is not then only the outward law of 
the gospel, which God shews us inwardly by 
the light of reason and faith ; it is his Spirit 
that speaksj that moves us, that operates in 
us, and animates us : so that it is thfe spi- 
rit, which does in us all the good we do, as 
it is our soul that animates our body, and 
regulates all its motions. It is then true 
that we are continually inspired, and that 
we do not live the life of grace, but so &r 
as we partake^ of this inward inspiration* 
But, O my God, few Christians Jffe sen- 
sible of this ; for there are very few, who by 
their voluntary dissipation, or their resist- 
ance, do not destroy it. This inspiration 
instils into us obedience, patience, sweet- 
ness, humility, and all the other virtues ne- 
cessary to every Christian. It is an invita- 
tion in the bottom of the soul to obedience 
and resignation, suitable to the designs of 
the love of God : it contains not in itself a- 
ny presumptive or illusive snare : on th€ 
contrary, it preserves us in the hands of 
God, attributing every thing to grace, with- 
out destroying our liberty ; and leaving no- 
thing to pride or imagination* 
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These principles being laid down, it must 
be acknowledged that God speaks inces- 
santly in us* (Thomas a Kempis, Lib. 3. C. 
ill. Sect. 3.) He speaks in impenitent sin- 
iiers ; but they being deafened by the noise 
of the world, and their passions, cannot hear 
him : his word is to them as a tale. He 
speaks also in penitent sinners ; these feel a 
remorse of conscience, and that remorse is 
the voice of God, which reproaches them 
mwardly for their sins. When these sin- 
ners are effectually touched, they find no 
diflSiculty in understanding this secret voice ; 
for it is that which smites them so sharoly . 
It is in them the two-edged sword St. Paul 
speaks of ; it goes to the dividing asunder 
of the soul and spirit. Heb. iv. 12. God 
causes himself to be felt, tasted, and obeyed ; 
they hear this soft voice, which convey s into the 
bottom of their heart a tender reproach, and 
by this the heart is broken. This is true 
and pure contrition. 

God speaks likewise in enlightened and 
learned persons, whose outward lives are reg- 
ular in all things, and who are apparently 
adorned with many virtues : but very fre- 
quently these persons, being full of them- 
selves and their own knowledge, hearken too 
much to themselves to hear God. They 
reason upon every thing \ they do every 
thing upon principles of human wisdom 
and prudential rules, which would be betr 
ter done through the channel of simplicity, 
and docility to the Spirit of God. These 
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pc^rsons sometimes seem to have more good- 
ness than others ; and they have it in a cer- 
tain degree ; but it is an adulterated good- 
ness. They are masters of themselves, and 
would always be so according to the capa- 
city of their reason ; they would be always in 
thejhand of their own council : they are strong 
and great in their own eyes. O my God, 
^' I thank //&^<?, with Jesus Christ, that thou 
" hast hid thy secrets from the wise, and 
** prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
*' babes.'* It is only children thou art fa- 
miliar with. Thou treatest others after their 
own way. They desire knowledge and 
splendid virtues ; thou givest them shining 
parts, and makest them great. But this is 
not the best portion. There is something 
more reserved for thy dear children. They 
repose themselves with John, on thy bosom. 
As for those great ones who always dread 
stooping and becoming little, thou lettest 
them remain in their greatness ; they shall 
laever taste thy caresses and familiar inter- 
course. 

I have often remarked, that a sinner of 
small natural understanding, when he be- 
comes sensibly affected with the love of God, 
and a sense of his errors, is more disposed 
to hear this inward language of the spirit of 
grace, than some enlightened and learned per- 
sons, who are grown oldin their own wisdom: 
God, who seeks only to communicate him- 
self, finds not room in those souls, full of 
ihemsehTs, and so long nourished by their 
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own wisdom and virtues : but he converses 
freely with the simple, and as the scriptures 
say. His secret is nvitb the righteous. 
Prov. iii. 32. 

It is very uncommon for such as are en- 
tirely devoted to God to fall into deliberate 
sins. Small faults appear great in our eyes, 
in proportion as the pure light of God in- 
creases in our souls ; as the rising sun dis- 
covers to us with more exactness and clear- 
ness those objects which, during the night, 
we could only see confusedly. The increase 
of inward light will discover many imper- 
fections, in a far worse light than they have 
hitherto appeared. Many miseries will be 
seen to flow out of the heart, which were 
little suspected to be found there. 

A soul that depends on God alone, is not 
surprised at the sight of its own wretched- 
ness ; it is contented to siee that it can do 
nothings and that God alone can do alL 

One important rule is to abstam from sin ; 
kt us beware of resisting or extinguishing 
the Spirit of God,' who inwardly warns us rf 
it. Faults^ committed through precipita^ 
tion or weakness, are trifles in comparison of 
those where we are deaf to the secret voice 
of the blessed Spirit, which speaks in the 
bottom of our hearts. 

When any thing is required from thee 
that seems impossible to nature, say to thy- 
self. Nothing is impossible to God. 

We must not be discouraged either hy 
the experience of our weakness, or the dis- 
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ike of a busy life if we are engaged in it ; it 
is a mercy from God that we bewail this 
perturbation ; and tlie bewailing it is an an- 
tidote which' prevents its corrupting our 
hearts.. 

When we stumble, or even fall, let lis 
think of nothing but rising a^ain, and re- 
newing our course. 

Be discouraged at nothing, but support 
thyself witli humility in inequalities, weak- 
nesses, and troubles : bless God for the pro- 
gress others make in virtue, as sincerely as 
if thou hadst made it thyself. 



On Fidelity in small Matters. 

IT is in piety, as in the economy oF 
temporal goods : we shall be sooner ruin- 
ed by the neglect of trifles than by great ex- 
jpenses. ' Whoever knows how to make 
small matters turn to the best account, willj 
in spiritual as well as temporal affairs, amass 
great riches. The greatest sums are only 
small ones accumulated and carefully col- 
lected. He who lets nothing be lost will 
soon grow rich. 

Besides, we should consider that God does 
not so much regard our actions, as the mo- 
tive of love which incites us to perform them, 
and the compliance he requires of our will. 
Men judge of our actions only by what ap- 
peals outwardly, God accounts as nothing. 
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all that is in them mo$t glaring in the eyes 
of men. 

What he would have, is a pure intention, 
a will ready for all things, and pliant in his 
hands, with a sincere detachment from gur- 
selves. All this is often exercised with less 
danger to our pride, and in a way that tries 
us more severely on common occasions., 
than on, the most extraordinary. Nay, we 
often value a trifle more than a matter seem- 
ingly of great importance ; we should, per- 
haps, find more difficulty to renounce a j6t- 
vourite amusement, than to bestow a large 
sum in alms. 

We the more easily deceive ourselves in 
small things, as we believe them innocent, 
and imagine ourselves less attached to them. 
Nevertheless, we may easily perceive by our 
concern when it pleases God to deprive us 
of them, how excessive and inexcusable our 
enjoyment of, and attachment to them was. 
Besides, if we are negligent on small occa- 
sions, we shall often give offence to our fa- 
mily, our domestics, and the world. They 
cannot imagine that we are sincerely pious, 
when in particular instances they perceive us 
remiss and irregular. What reason have 
they to believe, that we should, without he- 
sitation, make the greatest sacrifices, when 
they see that we decUne the smallest ? 

But what is of all other things the most 
dangerous is, that this neglect of trivial 
matters accustoms the soul to infidelity. It 
g;rieves the holy Spirit, we become aban- 
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ddned to our own will, and regard as no- 
thing an offence against God. On the con- 
trary, perfect love esteems nothing little^ 
every thing that can either please or dis- 
please God seems important to it. Not 
that perfect love fills the soul with uneasi- 
ness and scruples, but it sets no bounds to 
its fidelity, it works simply with God ; and 
as it does not embarrass itself with things 
that God requires not of it, so it never he- 
sitates upon what he does require, whether 
it be . great or whether it be small. It 
is not then by uneasiness that we become 
faithful, but by a sentiment of love, which 
is free from the fears and disquiets of a 
scrupulous soul. We are, as it were, 
drawn on by the love of God, nor do 
we wish to act otherwise than we do. 
Whilst God urges the soul, with regard to 
the smallest particulars, and seems to de- 
prive it of all liberty, it finds itself enlarged, 
and enjoys a profound peace in him. O 
how happy is the soul in this state ! As for 
those who have naturally less exactness, they 
ought to observe a more inviolable law with 
regard to small matters. They are tempted 
to despise them ; to count them as nothing ; 
they do not enough consider the consequence 
of them ; they do not represent to themselves 
the insensible progress of the passions ; they 
even forget their own fetal experiences. They 
choose rather to promise themselves an im- 
aginary steadiness, and to confide in their 
own courage, which has so often deceived 
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them, th«A to be subject tb a cbritmusrf 
fidelity. It is a trifle, they say. Yes, it is a 
trifle, but such a trifle as is every thing to 
you ; a ti*ifl€ tb wMch yoii are- so attached 
aife to rrfUse to pftrt with it to God ; a trifle, 
which, in dhlcf'tbcxcusethe refusal of, you 
despise in vi^ords, biit \ti reality siifch a trifle 
as you keep back from Gdd^ ahd as wiH 
prove your destruction. It is not a greatness 
of «o«il which induces lis to despise small 
things : on the contrary, it is by having too 
limited views, that we regard any thing as 
small, which is attended with such important 
eonseqtiences. The more difficulty we find 
ki attending to sftiall things, the rhore we 
oaght to fear our negligence, and mistrust 
ourselves. He that contenlneth smalt thmgs, 
shall fall by little aiid little. 

Fear not this continual attention to small 
things. At first some steadin ss arid courage 
will be necessary ; but it is a self-denial you 
have occasion fof*, that will constitute your 
peace and secytity ; withoiit* it you cannot 
have either. Gdd will by degrees render' 
this slate Bwfeet and 'easy; iTrtle love h at- 
tentive witliout ^B or cdtftehtron; 
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On Tramitpry Motions, on Si4oiityl and 
SimplUityf 

WHENEVER a motion of vain com- 
placency, self-confidence, haughtiness, zs^ 
impatience at the weakness of others, or ^t 
the troubles of our own state, is perceived, 
we should let all these thbgs &11 as ^ stone 
to the bottom of the sea, and must defer 
acting till we are in such a disposition as re- 
collection ought to put us in. 

Jf, through the surprise of passipn, any 
m^Qignant emotion of nature should escape 
us, we must not be discouraged ; but still 
pursuing our cpurse, bear in peace before 
Qod the hun^ilis^tion of our fault : by the in^ 
ward cpofusion it occasions, it will serve to 
promote the death of s^lf, to prevent the 
appropriation of th^ gifts of God, and to 
cause us to consider Qiursplyes as nothing 
before him. 

Xhe principal thing is tQ renounce our 
own wisdom by a simple conduct, and to 
be ready to sacrifice the favour, e^teem^ and 
approbation of the world, whenever God so 
conducts as to render it expedient. We arc 
not tQ meddle with such things as God re- 
quires not ofus, nor needlessly expose our- 
selves, by asserting truths which well m^sm^ 
ing people arp not yet able to bear. 

When God gives thg^ signal, we must part 
with and hazard all to follow him. l^o hesi- 
tate, to stop, to faint at what he would have 
us do, to dre^4 the exposing ourselves too 
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much, to be willing to shelter our&elves fronl 
all disgusts and contradictions, to seek plau- 
sible excuses to dispense with our perform'- 
ing certain good actions, attended with diffi- 
culty and trouble, when we are convinced 
in our conscience that God expects them 
from us, and that he has placed us in a state 
to accomplish them ; this would be to retake 
ourselves, after having devoted ourselves to 
God. 

Beware of this infidelity. Nothing is so 
terrible as inwardly to resist God ; it is the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, wkdch Jesus 
Christ assures us, shalt not be forgiven^ 
neither in this ^orldj neither in the vjorld 
to come. Matt. xii. 32. This resistance in- 
sensibly extinguishes the spirit of grace in 
the heart. 



l^e are not to Judge of the FirtueSy tuhich 
outwardly appear in ourselves or others^ 
according to Human Ideas. 

IF we are surprised at the weakness and 
corruption of men, it is a sign we have not 
dived deep enough into the miseries of hu- 
man rtature in general, and of our own in 
particular. If we expected nothing good 
from nien, nothing that is evil in them would 
astonish us. Our astonishment proceeds 
then from our regarding humariity as some- 
thing, whereas it is nothing, ahd worse than 
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nottiiQg. The^^tree ought not to si^rpri^ nSf 
"when it be^rs its natural, fruits. But sdl our 
'admiratjon is duetto Jesus Christ, into^whom 
we Avere grafted, as St. Paul says, when we 
were wild grapes, and instead of our former 
bitter fruity, produce the delicious fruits of 
>irtue. !Qe not deceived by the most^speci- 
^Qus appearances of human virtue, which is 
jpoisoncd.by yam complacency andself-coii- 
fidenccY That V)htcb is highly esteemed 
amongst meuj is xdfomination in the sight 
of Cod. IfUke xyi» 15. 

Let us cease to judge of virtues and vices, 
acordlng to pur o'wn opinipn which self-love 
has depraved, and according to our false idea 
of greatness. There is nothing great, but 
that which abases itself before th^ sole and 
sovereign greatness. The bias of our heart 
makes us endeavour to be great ; but God 
would humble and lessen us in his hands. 
Let us suflfer him to do so. 

Many people, who seek God, are.often fiijUi 
of troubles ; not that God authorizes their 
imperfections ; but because their imperfecti- 
ons retard them, and prevent their advanc- 
ing to him in the shortest way. They can- 
not advance quickly, for they are burthenefi 
with themselves, and a long train offsuR^PTr 
fluities. Some are ignorant of their own 
hearts, and imagine themselves attached to 
nothing, though they are attached to e:sf^rf 
thing. They are flattered by their own rea- 
sons, while they weigh those of others by the 
weights of the sanctuary ; and by this means^ 
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while they talk of nothing but righteousness 
and fidelity, they become really unjust. 

They are prejudiced against such as they 
are jealous of: this jealousy, which conceals 
itself in the most inward recesses of the 
heart, exa^erates the smallest defects ; they 
are full of their neighbours failings, and can- 
not be silent with reg-ard to them. Hence 
proceed artful criticisms and ill offices, which 
they are guilty of, without being intention- 
ally so. 

There are faults committed through pas-, 
sion and frailty, that we easily comprehend 
. are not incompatible with sincere piety ; but 
we do not as clearly understand, that other 
feults, which are the consequence of illusion, 
self-love, and custom, are compatible witli 
a sincere ii)tention to please God. It i^ 
true, this intention is neither pure nor 
strong enough ; however, though weak and 
imperfect, it is sincere within its own li-* 
mits. A person is covetous, but he per- 
ceives it not ; it is hid under specious pre- 
tences ; he calls it economy, a care to avoid 
waste, a prudential foresight. Another is 
envious, but perceives not this malignant 
passion which conceals itself; it dare not ap- 
pear> the sight of it would be proxluctive of 
too much confusion ; it therefore disguises 
itself, xind sometimes deceives the person 
that is troubled with it, more effectually than 
those who examine it with critical eyes. • A 
third is full of asperity, difficult to be pleasr 
E 2 
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ed, and apt ta take offence on all occasions r 
all this is the effeft of self-intercstedness ; 
but this intercstedncss adorns itsdf with ma- 
ny specious reasonhigs. I conclude, there- 
fore, that some good people have imperfec- 
tions mixed with their good will ; because 
their will, although good, is still weak, di- 
vided, and retarded, by the secret springs 
of self-love. 

Our very ardour against the defects of o- 
thers, is in itself a great defect. That dis- 
dain at the misery of others, is a misery that 
does not sufficiently know itself. When shall 
^e regard as nothing all that is in ourselves 
6r others ? God is all good, the creature all 
evil. 

The light of God alone can, by its in- 
creasing in us, enable us to penetrate the 
^byss of evil, which is in the heart of every 
*aan. But while it shows the depth of this 
evil, it shows also the good that God blends 
with it. It is a mixture of good and evil 
that we can searce persuade ourselves of. 
The servants would separate them, but the 
master of the family says, Let both grovj 
together till the time of harxest. Matt. 
xiii* 30. 

The chief thing is, not to be discouraged 
tit So sad k spectacle, nor to carry our dis- 
trust too fer. People, who are naturally o- 
pen and confident, are mgre dejected and 
distrustful than others, when they are by ex- 
perience ^scouraged from being so. There 
is much to guard against from Siis quarter, 
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especially when our situation exposes to our 
view the miseries of the human race, envy, 
jealousy, rash judgments, &c. represent 
numberless innocent things as evU, and ex- 
aggerate many slight imperfections. These 
things unite to attack and weary our pati- 
ence, our confidence, and charity ; but let 
us not be moved, God reserves to himself 
fiiithfiil servants, who, if they do not all, do 
i, great deal in comparison of the rest of the 
corrupted world, and considering their £a\\tn 
nature. 

They see their imperfections, and are hum. 
bled at them ; they fight against them ; they 
correct them, it is true, but slowly; but in 
the end they do correct them ; they praise 
God for what they have done, and condemn 
ttemselves for wliat they have left undone. 

If we are convinced that God ought to be 
served in a better manner, then, without he- 
sitation, or setting any bounds to our de* 
sires, let us aspire after this true worship^ 
where the creature has nothing left for it. O 
that this blessed state was ours ! Far firpm 
impatiently bearing with those who are not 
in it, the vast extent of our hearts would 
render us indulgent and compassionate to all 
the weaknesses of their contracted hearts. 
The more perfect we are ourselves, the 
more apt we are to make aDowances for the 
imperfections of others. The Pharisees could 
not endure the publicans and harlots, 
whom Jesus Christ conversed with so 
mildness and lenity. When we are no I^ 
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cr attached to self, we enter into that great- 
ness of God which nothing wearies or dis- 
courages* When shall we attain this liberty 
and enlargement of heart ! He who no long- 
er lives to himself, is, through God, every 
thing to his neighbour : he who is still in 
himself, lives neither to God nor his neigh- 
bour, but in a small degree. 

May peace, truth, simplicity, liberty, 
pure faith, and a disinterested love, make us 
a perfect burnt-offering. 



On the Advantages of Silence and Recol- 
lection. 

WE should endeavour to be as silent as 
the decency of human intercourse will per- 
mit.— Silence produces the presence of God, 
prevents many offensive words, and sup- 
presses much raillery, and the passing niany 
dangerous judgments on our neighbour. 

Silence humbles the spirit, and by degrees 
detaches it from the world : it will supply 
our wants in the perplexities we experience. 
Provided we never speak unprofitably, there 
will be many vacant moments, even in the 
midst of company, in which we are detained 
against our will. 

We wish for liberty to pray to God, and 
God who knows best what is needful for us, 
mortifies us by placing us in a state of per- 
plexity and subjection. 
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The mprtiyi^tii^il tlutt coiaes^by the direo 
tion of Qod, .wilt be saprie. beneficial tlmnl^ 
delists of piayer, made according to our 
own choiqe and &ncy. Somudtiretirement 
is not necessary in order to love God : when 
he affords us leisure, we must take it, and 
profit by it : till then, let us exercise our 
fiuth, by firmly .bdiciring that whatever he 
gives is best for us. 

Let us .suffer patiently whatever comes 
across. iGod. deals with us according to our 
wants ; and as we are sensible of the truths 
of religion^ it is more requisite to be morti- 
fied tlwn tO;recei^.ne^ lights. 

A .state of dissipation is* to be feared, but 
this may be avoiikd iby silence. If we are 
£uthfulto reiti^ silent when it is not neces- 
saty for US: to speak, rOod will not suffer /us 
to ibe dissipated>by u^efulconversation. 

These mortifications, which we choose 
ourselves, do not destroy sclfclove. so effect 
tually as those whidi Qod daily distributes 
to us« Those have, nothing in them which 
ican support oUr .self- will : and ^^ they come 
immediately from a .merciful J^rovidence, 
they ;bcing with (hetn a grace proportioned 
to all ourruecessities. We have, therefore, 
jiotbing to do, but daily to resign ourselves 
to Godi who dirriesus in his arms, as aten* 
der mother does her child : let us believe, 
hope, and teve, widi all the simplicity of 
. children : in all our necessities, let us turn 
Qur eyes towaids our heavenly Father : be* 
hold what he t^ys in the Scriptures^ Can a 
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woman 'forget her sucking cbild^ that she 
should not have compassion on the son of 
her womb ? Tea^ they may forget^ yet v^ill 
I not forget thee. Isaiah xfix, 15. 



On the Advantages of the Cross. 

WE find it difficult to bo convinced of 
the mercy of God in loading those he lores 
with crosses. Why, say they, should he de- 
light in. our sufferings ? Cannot he make us 
good without making us miserable ? Yes, 
without doubt, God could do so; for no- 
thing is impossible to him. He holds in his 
Almighty hands the hearts of the children of 
men, and turneth them as he pleaseth. But 
God, who has power to save us without the 
cross, has not willed it so : in like manner 
as he has willed that men ^ould arrive at 
maturity by degrees, and first pass through 
all the distresses and weaknesses of child- 
iiood, rather than be bom in the full {strength 
of riper years. In this he is the Master ; our 
part is to be silent, and adore his profound 
wisdom, although we do not comprehend 
it. Thus much we clearly sec, that wc 
cannot become truly good, but in propor- 
tion as we become humble, and detached 
from self, so as to render all to God. 

The operation of grace which detaches us 
from ourselves, and takes away self-love, 
must, without a miracle of grace, be pain* 
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ful* I>(>d<k>es^notm« the' operations of grici&v 
any more thaa in those of nature, daily work 
miracles. ,. . ; ;^ 

It would be as great a miracle in grace to 
see a pdr^dn full of himself, become ma mo- 
ment dead to all ^df-ihterest and setisibility, 
as to see the child that went to bed last night, 
ride this morning as tall and sU^ong as a man 
of thirty. God conceals his operations in the 
course of grace, as well as nature, under an^ 
insensible succession of events, and by this^ 
means keeps us in the obscurity of faith* H^ 
not only accomplishes his work by degrees, 
but by meanis the most simple and suitable 
for its success ; that the means < appearing^ 
suitable to the end, human wisdom may at- 
tribute the success to second caiTses, and so, 
the finger of Gx)d be less observed ; other- 
wise all that God effects would be evidently- 
a perpetual miracle, which would destroy- 
that feith in which he would have us live. 

It is to preserve us in this obscurity of 
feith, with regard to the operation of giace, 
that God rencters it tedious and painful. He 
makes use of the inconstancy and ingratitude 
of the creatures, and the disgusts and disap- 
pointments we experience in prosperity,^ to 
detach us from ourselves, and that deceitful 
prosperity. He prevents our being proud 
of ourselves by thws experience of our weak- 
ness and corruption, which is manifest by 
our numberless relapses* . ' 

We desire to be suddenly consume^ by 
the^flames of. pure love; but (his would cost 
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aelMpv^tiiat makes: us dCSiirous to become 
^us perfect in a moment, and at so i^eap 
8^-rate^^ • •' 

Of wbaft then c^ we complain ? Our evil 
is thM we Sire att attach^ to the. creatures^ 
and still mdre'to: oitraelv^s; God prq>area 
a succession of erentSy wlueh .b^ degrees. 
<kaw Us from the creatures, and in the end 
fin^m ourselves; This operation is painftd ; « 
but it h lOur Qonruptibn .which rendets it:i^- 
ce^arjf^^ and occasions all the pain that we- 
suffer^ If odr:flesh was sounds the surgeon- 
would make no incision in it : he only cuts 
in pi*opprtion to .the dqpth ;of . the wound, 
and so &ras the Atsh is corrupted : if the o-* 
peraticm is painful to us, it is becaui^e of the 
extremity of our disorder^ Is it cruelty in 
the surgeon to cut to the quids ? No,. quite 
the reverse; it is afifection, it :is jud^ent ; 
he wcmld thus treat his t)hty- son. G^ deals 
with us after the same manner* His fatherly 
heart does not seek to vex us: bdt he cuts 
us to the quick, in order to heal the ulcer in' 
our hearts. He must take from Us- what we 
love toiimuch ; what wh love with an irre- 
gular and faulty love ; what We so love as to 
be pfejudicid to the love of himi And what 
i^ the consequence of thb treatment ? He 
makes- usi cry ^ like children, when a knife is * 
taken from them, widi which they wcSre play- 
ing, and might have hurt tlvemsdves. We 
weep and discouft^ burselVea*; wic are^ rea- 
dy to Murmur s^gairist God, asxtdldren. that 
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art ^cxedti^Srti their motft^^s. ButGpd sufl' 
. icw us to cfjr; and saves us. Even when he 
appears to' orerwheltn os, iti^ for our advan- 
tage, and to prevent the injii^y we vC^ould do 
to ourselves'- What Wt lameiit' the loss ot 
hfcri^, i;v^oiild have tifiade us laitient eternally: 
WhM we csteeitfedlost, waS really lost wheli 
we imagined we possessed it. God has se- 
cured it, that he may speedily restore it to us 
in an approaching eternity. 

He^de[iiriVe^us of things We love, that we' 
naSiy for^ them with a pure, liolid, arid tern- . 
Jieratc love ;. and that he nfiay. secure tons' 
the everlasting enjoyment of them in his bo; 
scJm, so as' to do u^ att hundred fold niore 
goodV tiian we outselVes know how to de- 
sire in them. 

Ill' the creation of the utii verse, his wisdom 
measured and i^^ighfed'the stnallest atbm. It* 
is fife chat eachiuhment prod\ices and renews 
t&e brieal!hbf life which atiinlates lis j it is 
he who numbers our days, and holds in His 
Omnipotent hands the keys of the grave, to 
bpen or to shut it. 

•What strikes us most, is as nOthirig in the 
^^ht'of God ; a; little more, or a little less of 
life", is a difference which disappears in' the 
presence 6f his eternity. Of what importance 
is it whether this weak vessel,' this bor'y of 
clay, should be reduced to ashes a little soon- 
er,' or a little later ? ' V ' 

Ohow contracted are our views of things ! 
We are alarmed to see a person die in the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 

€owcr of his youth. Wc ciyout, What a 
loss IS this ! But to whom is the loss ? What 
docs he lose that dies ? A few years of vanity 
and illusion, to be spent in danger of eter* 
nal death. God takes him away from ih^ 
midst of his iniquities, and hastens to snatch 
hini from this corrupted world, and his own 
weakness. What do they lose who most 
loved him ? They lose the poison of a world* 
ly felicity ; they lose the forgetfulness of God 
and themselves into which they were plung- 
ed ; or rather, they gain by the efficacy pf the 
cross; the blessedness which comes from de« 
tachment. The same stroke that saves him 
who dies, prepares others (whom their sor- 
rows detach from themselves) courageously 
to work out their salvation. 
. What difference is there now between two 
persons who lived an hundred years ago ? 
One of them survived the other twenty years; 
but now they are both dead. Their sepanu 
tion, which at that time appeared so long» 
does not appear so to us, and was in truth 
but a short separation. Some regard them- 
selves as if they were immortal^ or at least 
as if they had many years before them. Q 
the folly of human wisdom ! Those we see 
dying every day, follow close upon those who 
are already dead. The man who this day 
sets out on a journey, would not think himi 
self at a great distance from him who set off 
but two days before him. Life glides away 
like a torrent. The past is but as a dream 5 
the present, when we think we crjoy it, fties 
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from us, and sihSs into the abyss of the past; 
the future will be of the same nature, and 
will as rapidly pass by us. The days, the 
months, the years, like the waves of the sea, 
flow one after another : in a few moments, 
in a very few I say, and all shall be ended. 

It is true we suffer, but then it is by the 
will of God, in order to purify us, and ren- 
dcr us worthy of him. The world smiled 
iipon us, and^his prosperity poisoned our 
hearts. Woiudwe spend all our days, even 
to the moment or our death, in that softness, 
that dfelieacy, that v^n joy, that splendor, that 
triumph of pride, that relish for the world 
"which is at enmity with Jesus Christ, and 
that, distance from the cross, wluch alone 
ought to sanctify us ? 

The world will fro^vn upon us ; it will un- 
gratefully forget us, and cease to acknow- 
ledge us ; it will consider us as in the class 
of mose things which no longer exist. Well, 
and are we to be surprised that the world 
continues to be like itself, unjust, deceitful, 
and perfidious ? Yet it is this world we arc 
not ashamed to love. It is from this world 
that God would draw us, to deliver us from 
its cursed slavery, that we may enter into 
the liberty of detached souls. 

O my God, thou who seest the founda- 
tion of our misery, it is thou alone that canst 
heal it. Haste then to bestow on us faith, 
hope,* love, and that Christian fortitude 
which we want. Grant that we may inces- 
santly lookup to thee, O Father Almighty, 
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who givcst nothingto tBy ^^uldren but wl>a)t 
is conducive to their salvation. 

Lift up my heart, O my God ! Give me 
one that will fe^r only to displease thee. 
Lord, thou $eest the weakness of thy crea- 
ture, who has no resiource in himself, every 
thing fails him ; and so miich the better, 
provided fhpu dost not fail him, ^dthat he 
seeks in thee all that he despairs to find i^ 
his own heart* 



' On Crosses. 

• ALL that is painful in our way to God, 
are crosses, which we must patjcnthL l:c::^^ 
and' they will be a means of uniting us to him^ 



if we endure them humbly- The^ things that 
confound and overwhelm our pride, will do 
us still more good» than such as animate our 
virtue. AVe have need to be cast down, like 
?aul at the gates of Damascus, and to be 
deprived of all resource biit in God alone. 

Nattire only inspires an haughty and dis- 
dainful courage, and is provoked at those 
persons that God makes use of, in order to 
humble us. We must bear his crosses in 
silence, with an humble, peaceful courage; 
being strong in God, but not in ourselves j 
great through the sweetness of patience, and 
little through humility. 

When God, in the humiliations he sends 
us, wounds us even, to the quick, so much 
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the better : it is the mercifiil l^hysician that 
applies a remedy to those disorders he has a 
mind to heal : let us be silent, and adore the 
hand that strikes us i let us not open our 
mptiths but to say, *'I have well deserved 
it.'^ Be the cup ever so bitter, we must 
dririlc it even to the dregs, as did Jesus Christ. 
He died even for his murderers, and has 
taught us to love, bless, and pray for those 
whx> are the cause of our sufferings. 

In the seasons of adversity and temptation 
we oxr^ht to be doubly earnest ip our pray- 
leTs* We shall find in the heart of Jesus dy- 
ing on the cross^ all that we want in our own 
liearts, to engr^gc us to love those whom our 
pride promr^ts us to hate- 
When we love the cross, it is but half a 
cross, because love softens every thing ; and 
we suffer much because we love little. Hap- 
py is he who suffers much, and wretched is 
he who suffers not witi> Jesus Christ ; for 
M- e are come into this world only to be made 
perfect through sufferings, 

God tries us by sickness, and by outv^ard 
subjections, all which we must turn to our 
advantage, AH our crosses are necessary 
for us* When we suffer much, it is because 
we have many attachments that should be 
cutoff. 

Crosses are our daily bread : our soul 

has occasion for a certain portion every day, 

in order to detach it from itself, as the body 

stands in need of a certain quantity of food to 
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nourish it. Wc stand, in need of crosses, 
and should be destitute of all good, was not 
God careful to turn the life of this world into 
bitterness, in order to detach us from it. 

The cross is never without its fruit, when 
we receive it in the spirit of sacrifice* We 
must accept it, adoring the hand of God, 
who lays it on us only for our sanctificatioii. 
Blessed is he who is always ready, and never 
says, it is too much ; who depends not on 
himself, but on the Almighty ; who desires 
no more consolation than God is willing Xb 
give him ; and whose nourishpient is the 
pure will of God. 

There are in crosses so many marks of 
mercy, that if nature is afflicted, faith ought 
to rejoice. It is in the cross we find peace, 
by submission and the sacrifice of our |4ea- 
sures. Thus far does God urge the soul to 
bring it fi-om all that is not himseE What 
then is to be done, but to embrace the pre- 
sent cross, and suffer ourselves to be cruci- 
fied ? When he has thoroughly crucified, he 
comforts us ; but does not as the creatures 
do, give us poisonous comforts to nourish 
the venom of self-love. His comforts arc 
pure and solid. 

The peace that is experienced in submis- 
sion, without any outward alleviation, is a 
great gift : by this God accustoms us to be 
exercised without being dejected. Though 
our too slothful nature should be cast down, 
our heart remains firm ; it is a peace so much 
\ht purer, as it is barren. 
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The consideration of the right of God 
over us his creatures, and that of our own 
wretchedness, which deserves nothing but 
humiliation^ and crosses, is the bread thftt 
4!mght to nourish us in all trials. Let us 
suffer God to act ; men can avail nothing : 
sometimes, when all seems to foe Ipst, all is 
in realitjr saved. God is pleased to cast us 
down, and raisQ us up again by his hand 
j^Ume. 

The crosses, which we choose for our- 
.fifdfves, are scarcely any thing : . it is God a- 
lone who knows how to crucify us. 

The crosses which are sent by God, and 
lUider which he would have us bend, will 
not in themlselves suppress our pride : it is 
only by a renunciation of our spbit in si- 
lence Wore God, that we shall become 
humbk and softened through his grace. 

The crosses of an anxious solicitude, with 
regard to futurity, are not according to the 
will of God : we have no unction to support 
us in them ; nor shall we suffer them but 
through an infidelity which alienates us from 
grace j /SO that they are always bitter, all is 
darkness, nor is there any resource ; and the 
soul that would, through curiosity, taste this 
forbidden fruit, finds in it nothing but death 
and rebellion without consolation. This is 
the effect of not trusting God, and daring to 
penetrate into those secrets of which he is 
jealous. 

Let us then shut our eyes with regard to 
aH that God conceals from us, and that he 
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keeps' in itdre in the treasures ofhis wisdt^m: 
let us adbri^ without seeing : Jet us be silent : 
let lis continue in peace. The crosses of 
the present nfiotnent always bring with them 
proportionable grace, and consequently theit- 
mitigation : we tlien see the hand of God 
which manifests itself in them. 

Jesus Christ sayis, - Stifficivnt unto the day 
is the evil thereof . Malt vi. 34. The evil 
of each day is converted into good, when wc 
suffer God to act. What are we that \ve 
should say to him, * For what reason dost 
* thou do this ?' He is the Lof d, and that is 
sufficient. It is the Lord: let him do vjhat* 
seemeth him good. 1 Sam. iii. 18. Wh^» 
thcr he raises us up, or casts us' down ; whe^ 
ther he strikes Or comforts us : whether he 
bruises us, or heals our wounds ; whether* 
he gives life or death, he is always the Lard| 
we are but his workmanship. What does 
it signify, so he is glorified, and his will 
accomplished in us? Our comfort ought 
to be the certainty that, he wills our salva- 
tion. 

Let us come out of ourselves ; let us no 
longer love ourselves with a dis6i*derly love, 
and the will of God, which will in all things 
unfold itself, will also Comfort us in what- 
ever he brings to pass afound us, or in us. 

When our heavenly Father tries us here 
below, with a variety of temptations botli in- 
ward and outward, let us rejoice ; for it is, 
by such afflictions, that our faith more pre- 
cious than gold is purified* Let u^ rejoice^ 
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that we thus prove the dtlusion and einpU«« 
ness of all that is not God ; for it is by this 
experience, that we are drawn from our- 
selves and the desires of the world. What, 
shall we be discouraged when it is the. hand 
of God that hastens to perform his work ? 
This we every day wish that he may do, and 
yet when he begins to do it, we are trembled ; 
our sloth and impurities resist the hand of 
God. A piety without crosses is merely 
idqal- 

Whilst we remaia shut up in ourselves^ 
we are exposed to the contradictions of men; 
our passions ehsh with those of our n^igh^ 
hours ; the sensibility of our passions. Bud 
the jealousy of oi^r pride, render us open to 
;itta€k9 uOiu all sides ; th^e is no peace or 
hope in ourselves, while i)i^e are at the mercf 
of a troop of covetous and insatiable denresy 
and while we know not how to content this 
mCy that is so jealous, so delicate ^ and soi 
suspicious pf every thingthat toocfaes it. 

Hence it comes to pass, diat in our inter.* 
course with our neighbour, we are like a 
sick man who has languished a longtime in 
bed : there is no part of his body but what 
is sore to the touch : diseased self-love is so 
softened by itself, it cannot be«r to be touch- 
ed, without crying out. To this delicacy 
add the rudeness of a neighbour,, so full .of 
im^perfections, that he does not even know 
them himself, and likewise the reproaches 
of that neighbour agjunst our imperfections 
whichare ai^ gr^at:as bia^ Thus do the sons 
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of Adam punish each other : behold in all na« 
tions, all towns, all communities, all &mi- 
lies, and even between two friends, the 
martjrrdom of self-love. 

The remedy by whieh peace is to be found, 
is to come out of self. We must renounce 
it, and sacrifice all self-interest, that we may 
no longer have any thing more to love, to 
fear, or to be solicitous about. It is then we 
, taste the true peace reserved for men of a 
good Villi ; ttat is to say, for such as have 
no other will but that of God, which becomes 
theirs. Then men can do no more to us ; 
for they cannot lay hold of us either by our 
desires or fears. Man has no power against 
us but what is given him by God, and that 
power being the will of G(xl, is om-s also. 
In this state We place our treasure so high, 
that no hand can reach to deprive us of it. 
They mangle our reputation, but we sab< 
mit to it ; for we know how good it is to be 
humbled when God humbles us. We are 
disappointed in friendship; so much the bet- 
ter ; he is the only true friend who is jealous 
of aU others, and who detaches us from them, 
to render bur attachmoits more pure. We 
are harassed, construned, and reduced to 
submission, . but it is God that does it, and 
that is sufficient : we love the hand that 
bruises us, and we find peace in all these 
troubles : blessed peace that attends us even 
to the cross ! 

The more perfect our re^gnation, the 
greater will be our peace : if there still re- 
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main some attachments^ and Bomt desired, 
our pjti^ace is imperfect : when di qords are 
broken, then there is unbounded liberty. 
Let disgrace, pain>, and death, fall upon me, 
while I hear Jesus Christ, who says to me^ 
Be not a/raid of them that kill the bddyy 
and afux ibatr lm.ve no more pevser that 
they can do. Luke xii. 4. 

O how weak are they, even when they de- 
prive us ©f life ! Very contracted is that 
power which oan only break an earthen vcs^ 
sd; that can only kill what of kself dies daily : 
they can hasten a littk ti»t death, which is 
Bi fact a dfE^liveranee ; after which we escape 
out of their hands into the bosom of God, 
where sdl is permanent peace. 

We are in this world only to suffer ; woe 
unto those that have their consolation in this 
world ! They will not find it in the next. 
This life is the season of temptation and tri* 
als^ to correct, purify, and wean us : when 
we have no more to suffer, we shall no Ion- 
ger \jSky^ occasion to live ; as a patient, when 
curod, b discharged from an hospital : it is 
only by suffering that our cure Is effected. 

We must never think of those who dis- 
quiet us;» b^t in order to forgive them ; we 
mu^t re^trd God in tl^m, who makes use 
of tliem to e^rcisc our humility, ourpati- 
enjce, and our love <rf the cross. We shall 
heres^r, in the presence of God, see how 
useful th^y have been to us who have crucifix 
?4 ps? by liailing us to the cross with Jesus 
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Christ. The pjfins they catrae tnl} soon pass 
ftway, but the fruit resuftiiYg from diem wiH 



bceverisisting. 



Ov^S^ensibiUty m Trouhh^^ 

THIS sensibility is, by our gr^t Cre- 
ator, interwoven incur constkution, in or- 
der to exercise our patience and resignation* 
Let us then enter into hifr <tesigns. Tempt- 
ations are. nccessaiy for us; but let us re- 
member he aiiwaysproportiotis* thenfi to our 
SEtrength. Those within, as well as those 
that are from without, all tend to crbwn^ Us 
W'itih victory, if we are Mthfol in the combat. 
Inward.tcifiiptations.are, however, more use- 
ful, as they more immediately humble us, 
and make us; senisible of cur inward -dbrrup- 
tion. Those from:withou^t, serve to^ shdw 
us the malignity of our^ ndghbbur, while 
those that proceed from within^ make ua 
sensible that we are as much depraved in coir 
dispositions as the rest of the world. 

Let us, with a huim:Ue' cdnfidenee, bear 
the itemptations^that s^ng from our onvn 
hearts, as well as the storms Ave ' en<x)untef 
from others. Pride often renders^Us* uneasy 
and dejected, at ^experience of that in- 
ward opposition which- proceeds from our 
passions : it wishes tbhave'aU in subjection, 
that.it may g^ory iathe conQifoaty aind behcM 
with complacency its own perfection. 
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Let us then endeavour to be faithful, by 
turning our will entirely to God ; let us in: 
:^ tempests cemdnit ourselves to him, who 
means to show us by them, the shipwrecks 
to which we should be exposed, did not hjis 
Alniighty hq^nd preserve us m them. 
' Should our frailty so far prevail as to make 
us voluntarily fell, then let us humble our^ 
selves, and lose no time to return to God : 
but let it be done with calmue&s and resoluti^' 
on. , Let us, when fallen, rise again, and 
vigorously renew our course, without bein^ 
discouraged ^t the sight of our folly. 



'Tb& necessity of tbe Purification of ihe 
Sottl^ t!oith respect tq the gifts of Godj> 

GOD, though apparently so severe, 
never, causes any to suffer for the sake of 
suflfering. He strikes only to heal ; the seve- 
rity of the operation proceeds only from the 
evil that niiist be taken awayr he would 
niakef*ho Incision if all was sound... Judged 
therefore,' how deep and envenomed must 
our 'wounds be, since God, who is so ten- 
der of us, causes our sufferings to be so 
sharp. 

Thus as he makes us suffer only in order 

to our cure, so he sometimes deprives us of 

his gifts,. that he may restore them to us an 

hundredfold. Through love he deprives us 

G 
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of the pwrcst of Ws gifts, when wc pqssess 
them impurely, The purer Qur gifts WP» 
the more jealous is h^ of approprMipg or 
directmg them to our^plves. The n^qst 
eminent.grace§ sure the most deadly poisojis, 
if we rest in them, and regsM'd taepx wlifx 
complacency. It is the sin of the faDfeji An- 
gela; they pnly turned to themselves, aijdL 
regarded with complacency their state; at 
that instant they fcU kom heaycA, and became 
the enemies of God. 

This example shows how little mpn think 
of those sins which are the greatest of all ; 
yet it is very rare to find a soul so pure as 
to possess the gifts of God with purity, with- 
out assuming a property in them. When they 
thipk of God's graces it is for thenjselycs* 
They are grieved and dejected when all sen. 
sible relish and perception of grace is taken 
from them : in short, it is self and not God 
that engrosses their thoughts.. 

From hence it comes to pass, that ^ per- 
ceptible virtues have need to be purified, be* 
cause they nourish the natural life in us. Cor- 
rupt nature can derive food even fi*o%<fiose 
jgraces that are the most contrary to na.ture ; 
self-love is fed, not only by austerities an(J 
humiliations, by fervent prayer and self-de- 
nial, but even by the purest self-dereliction, 
>md the greatest sacrifices : to complete our 
purification, we must sacrifice even the gift§ 
of God. This must be done before the ofFer- 
Ip^ fan be perfect ; all must be given up ; 
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^e mitst even renounce the .perception by 
which wc reflect on having abandoned all. 

Man does not find God perfectly, but in 
the loss of aU his gifls, and in the real saori- 
^ce of all that belongs to self. We cannot 
lose ourselves totally in God, till all othei* 
sup])ort &ils us. 

' We ou^ht, therefore, rightly to compre- 
hend the necessity of this deprivation of 
God's • grace, which, by degrees, purifies 
ev5try divine gift ; for there is not one, be St 
ever so exalted, that after having been the 
means of our advancement, does not in the 
end commonly prove a snare and an obstacle 
t© US', by our imagined property in it, whieh 
•sullies the soul ; and for this reason God 
mthdraws his favours. 

But he takes not away his grace to deprive 
us of it for ever : he takes it only to restore 
it without that defiling appropriation which 
we, unknown to ourselves, had assumed in 
it. The loss of the gift serves to discover 
to us that it was not our own, and being thus 
undeceived, it is restored to us an hun- 
dred-^fold. 



- fl/* tbv internai Operation of God, to bri^g 
Man iack to the tfue End of bis Crau* 

' iN thein&ncjofottr sptrttoallife, God 
cxeidisfiis its, t6 Ibrifigi m by deuces iro^rji 
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nil the creatures that we love too much. But 
this outward work, although necessary fia^ 
the foundation of the edifice, constitutes but 
a small part of it. The internal work, al- 
thou^-invisible, is the greatest, most diffi- 
cult, and wonderful* 

There comes a time, when God, after 
having stripped us, and mortified us by the 
creatures to which we were attached, exer- 
cises us inwardly, in order to draw us fi*om 
ourselves. It is not foreign support he then 
deprives us of, but that very self which was 
the centre of our love ; . all the rest we- only 
loved for self, and it is this self which God 
would remove. Cut oflFthe branch of atree; 
so far fi*om killing it, you add strength to 
the sap, and will see it bud with redoilbkd 
vigour; but go to the root of it, and it will 
languish, cast its leaves, and at length die. 
• Thus would God have our old man coiri- 
pletely destroyed. , 

Let no one say, these are vain iniagina- 
tions. Can they doubt God's immediate ope- 
ration on the soul V or that be does not so 
act as to destroy the life of self? Can they 
doubt that God, after having mortified the 
grosser passions, docs not endeavour to sub- 
due all the subtle windings of self-love, espc- 
Cially in souls generously and without rfe- 
servte devoted to the spirit of grace ? The 
more he would purify them, the severer are 
their inward trials. The world can neither 
see nor understand theseirials ; the world is 
blind, its- wisdom is fix)lisfanesS| it cannot 
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%Hie with the: Spirit of Truth; ftir as the 
Apostle says. The things of God' Uno^veib rii 
fnafiy iut the Spirit 9/ God. I Cor. ii. 11. 

At first they are not acctistomed to this 
inward 'work^ which deprives the- soul '<]C 
every thirig. - They are very Willing 'to ht 
silent, to leave themselves to the directionii 
of Providence, as a man suffers himself to 
be carried by theT stt^^km ': btit' they ar^ a^ 
fraid of hearkening to the internal voice that 
calls them to the sacrifice God has prcw 
pared, ' ' ^ 

The- opposition of our own wis'dbm aftd 
,i5elti6Ve to these motions; sufficiently proves 
that they' are from God^ as it is evident 
that ^what prevents mir ' bbeyinig them' is 
'some seljBsh sensibility, The riiore wc 
fear to dp these things tKe.mbre necessa!- 
ry they aWe : for pur fear is owi^g to deli- 
cacyi an untractd^le hum^ur^ bir ah attach- 
ment to eattWy views aifcd-iatisfectJons ; but 
all these sentiments of the^hatiil^l life must 
be extinguished.-^ Thus^,-^IP pretence' M 
delay is removed by the innocence of tlie 
matters in question i ^nd oui- inward ' con- 
viction that they wfllconduce ito the dfe^- 
structioh of self. \ ,^ , 

A readiness and compliance iri thesd mo- 
tions is advantageous to the sfoul. Those 
who have strength enough not to hesitate, 
soon make a wonderful progress. Others 
reason, and never fail to find some pretences 
to dispense with their following these mor 
G 2 
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t\txi» t ^iity would iuid tlfey woold not^ 
Ib^ wait for certainties ; they seek swoh ad- 
vnce concerning their sttfte, as oiaiy free thein 
Dr4^in doing wfaat they fear todo4 and^t eve- 
ry step they look befaiad them : they &iat in 
irreseilution, and insensibly iftrive §mm them 
•the Spirit <^ God* 

At first they ;grieve biinL by their hesha* 
tiOttS) then provoke him by actual resistimce, 
and lastly extingui^ the good motions by 
re^iterated distobedience. This resistance of 
grace is always under the cover of divers 
pretences, M'hich they find to authorise it : 
but insensibly they lose tiie.uncti<m of the 
Holy One, and the simplicity of &itk ; and 
notwithstanding all their endeavours to de- 
ceive themselves, they are not at peace ; thqr 
have something at the bottom of th^ir hearts 
which incessantly reproaches them with 
their neglect of God. But as the conse- 
quence of their n^lect is God's withdraw- 
ing from them his sacred checks and inspi- 
rations, so the soul becomes more hardened^ 
it no longer tastes true pe^ce ; on the con- 
trary, it is every day more alienated from it, 
bjr seeking it where it is not } it is like a . 
dislocated bone, which, though always pain- ; 
fuL while out of its proper place, yet does 
not endeavour to regain it; but, on the 
contrary y fixes itself in its wrong jsituation. 
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On Christian Perfe^timi. 

CttftisttAN i^erfcction h^ not in it 
that scveritjy and restraint we majr imagines 
It indeed requires that we should de^vote 
ourselves to God from the bottom of ouf 
hearts ; but then when w^ are ttius devoted 
iihto God, aH that we do for him becomes 
easjT; Those that with undivided hearts 
thus live to God are always content; for 
thef wiU nothing but what he wiU^, and 
would /do ail for him that he would have 
them do ; they /part with every thing for his 
sake, and receive from him an hundred-fold 
rcw^xi. 

Peace of conscience, the sweetness of be- 
ing resigned to Gt)d, the joy aris^lg from 
the increasing ii^t of God in their souls; 
and fins^y, a freedom from the fears and 
tjrrannising passions of the world, consti;- 
tute that hundred-fold oi happiness which 
the true children of God possess in the 
inidst of crosses, if they are but faithfah 

Happy the man who thus gives hiinself 
to God* He is delivered front his passions, 
from the rash judgments of men, their malev* 
oience, and the tyranny bf their maxims ; 
from the inconstancy of friends, the snares 
and artifices of enemies, frpm his own weak^ 
ness, from the sorrows of life, from the hor- 
rors of a wicked death, from the cruel re- 
morse arising from criminal pleasures ; and 
lastly, frojii the eternal condemnation of 
God. 
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The Gteristian is delivered from a multi- 
tude of evils ; seeing, that by placing his will 
in the hands of God, he wills no more than 
Ood wills : and ihus he finds his consola- 
tion through faith, and hope, in the midst 
of all his sufferings. 

Hapt)y they who, with fixied fhith,* resign 
themselves into the arms of the Father oT 
mercies, and-Gbd of aU comfort^ as he:'is 
called by St. Paul : then they desire no- 
thing more than to know what they o^ye to 
God : and they fear nothing so much as not 
to see what he requires. When ; they ' re- 
ceive fresh light from his law, they rejoice 
as a miser who has found a treasure. 

The true Christian resigns himself to 
all the calamities that Providence is pleas- 
ed to afflict him with; wills all that hap- 
pens' to him, and never wishes for what 
he has not : the more he loves God, the 
greater is his contentment ; and the highest 
degree of perfection, far from oppressing 
him, renders his burden the lighter.. 

O the folly of fearing to be too much de- 
voted to God ! It is fearing to be too haj)- 
py ; it is fearing to be in all things too much 
attached to the will of God ; it is fearing to 
support with too much fortitude our inevi- 
table crosses ; to derive too much conso- 
lation from the love of God ; and to be 
too much disengaged from those passions 
that render us miserable. 

Let us then despise all earthly things, 
that we may be entirely at the disposal of 
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God* T do not sdjr that we should part 
X^^ihthefti absblately : 'for ^ when our lives 
are rdgiilar and honest, there is little more 
tob^dene^i than* to-' -change theinward'affiec- 
tiobs ' of our souls : externally our actions 
Will-beH^ariy theiame; for God does, not 
, subvert the different conditions of life, nor 
' require us to abandob those employments iii 
which he himself has placed us : the chief 
I d^eience will consist in this, that we shall 
now do- to please God, what we formerly 
; did to please the world- and ourselves, and 
I instead ofl being darned away by our pride, 
I our tyrannic^ psissiohs, ' ^nd the r malicious 
<ifensures^^of» the li^brld, we shall,; on the 
I / contrary, act with freedom, courage, . and 
coilfi^eftfce m^ God : our hopfc ^ill anilnate 
us ; we -shall be supported in 4he midst 
of all bur distresses, by the expectation of ' 
, that everiasting happiness whidi daily ' api- 
.proaehes, ivHMe iaH ^atJthly joy's .pass quick- 
ly frorii us A tWs' lote of God will make .ua 
i sensible of his loveifor us, give us strength 
I -toi v^alK^h Ws fways, andrai^c us above 
I aft calamities : If this is difficult to be heliev- 
j ^^'i e5cpferienc6 will cohvihbc trs oE it j Gome^ 
•fasti- akd' ^<?4^i isays."Da?id|^v6<?w''g^aci(fi«t 
the L\>rH:is. PsalmlxkxiV. 6r^ i/f .• r. •[ 
• l^heiStin of God s^Jh to allv withoiiitjesft- 
ce)pifoii , . *^*> If any matnwM. 'ire ' my diicij^^ 
t^ hiprtakeiup hU'twss and^fatlow me ;,Y 
Mfiftthewi xvi. ;24v thebroad' way icadcth to 
daim-tirction ; we:mdst vvi^alk in thc.isfrkit 
Way, where the few are to be found. None 
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but sticka^lay /great restx^iiH onr^mselves^ 
cm win the kii^^ofvi of heaven. They 
mvrat iie bKMti agmn^ beoome as lltde chil* 
dren, remmnoe^tfaeiDjsolvcs^ bepoor m$p^ 
rit, mDQr&morjder tqbe oomfotted, aadbe 
jn> langer of thb WQiWy wbioh iteoHdefiwed 
becaofie of offences^ 

Tkese truths offend mmy pcippteii be- 
iouaetbey see |>lamty what roli^n reqime^ 
ilvithout knowing what it besto^irs ; and thejr 
ttre ignocant of tbat s{>irit of k>T^ whi^h 
caaea evay burden* They know tfasit this re- 
Jip^oii leads us to the hi^est {>erfecti«aj \3f 
giving us, tfarotig^h the love of Ood, a 
^}6aoe whidi softeuisi .;all the os^mkic^ ^ 
ilife. 

Those that with undivided hearts devete 
themsehres to God^^they pi^ovethe truth of 
this divine saying, that the yoke of JcSin 
-Christ is easy ^ his burden tight ^ that In 
Mm thjF't^^eh r€iu, aad th^, acconfiag 
.to hi^profl^ise, hereJIrAsbts nil that art 
ti^eary ana bewoy iaden* 

BfDtwhat woe attends ihotrt slothfui^l aad 
-thnoroos scniis that are divided fae«weea 
God and the werid! They are tmstaUe afid 
irrcsohite.. T^ are afirald botli (tf «he 
judgment of Ood sad of man $ tbe)r»re t<(^ 
rifted ad the evil, and ashamed of the good; 
they have tholsuffiDrings ol'^htue, wijthost 
tastkig its consolations. O ! if thof hafd 
Gouzage to deq>ise the vain discourse^ Mirf- 
piit raitkries, iknd rash censures of m«k,J 
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iyj>afe pje^pc Treuldi tliey t^tc Jr the bojSQim 
ofthcir<:Jo4?- " ^ ' 

Sow . 4^ng!5TpU5 to mr salvation, Ijow 
hurtfwj to the peace pf mj; ini|i4^. is it to 
wish tp }wger I)ere ? pur w^|c m^U Oiijy 
given us, aiatweptjay proceed withha^y. 
^fep tpwards aur heavenly country: tljip 
worl^ vanishes a$ a y^n ^dpw, an^ etej:* 
i>ity advances to repeive u» : yvhlUpt fj>e light 
of^e Father ofrocf,cip§ sh}ne9 pn u§, let 
us hasten to arrive ajt the heSA^enjy Cj^naan. 

fhe ^rst comniandn^t U^ *' T\io^ ^JiaJt 
love the l#.opd thy God w^tl^ all t;^- hearty 
and with alj thy soul, with a^l thy strenipth, 
an4 w'^ik aU thy Tniad.'' Npw, ^)pw cain a- 
ny ,Qj>.e J^hinkhe liovjes Go<J^ if Ip .dpe^ not 
ijdpditaSe W his J^jjr, and apply Wfnself to 
thie accqmpli^h.mcnt of Wb wflf ? 

ThtoSiC wl^ are #aid to §ce t9Q .clearly 
what his win requires, ar.e far from this 
watchful and attentive love. There i^ bjit 
one way of loving God, which is not to take 
any step but with him and for him, and to fol- 
low with a grateful heart all his inspirations. 

Thpse li^vib^o are ^i^ndcr pi<Hi& rej^jraintiR^ 
but yet would gla^dly i^oRpw the world a little,' 
thinking that to do so is but a trifle, af;e in 
great danger of being of the number of 
diose lukewaiTn Christian^, q( whpm the 
Spirit say^, that God will spew tJbem put 
of bis moufb. Rev. iii. 16» 

God is displeased with Siuch {lothlul scti* 
vants as say in their hearts, thus far will I 
go, but pp further ; dpe;? it belpng tp tb^ 
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ircatufc to set bourtds to the Cri^ator ? W^hat 
would a master say to his servant, or a king 
to his subjects, who wer6 fearfur of being, 
deVdted tOjo'much to his service Or interest, 
and who would bliish to have their attac*h- 
ment appear to the world ? What then shall 
the King of Kings say, if we iiiiitate these 
base, servants? The time approaches, when 
we shall be called to account ; it will soon 
arrive, Jet us hasten to prevent it ; let us 
love the everlasting beauty which never 
decays, nor will suffer such as love it to de- 
cay. Have we not seen within, these few 
years, persons in the Jilost e:ialted stations, 
surprised by death, and sunk into the ever^ 
lasting abyss' ? This world to \vhich We are so 
much attached, we are just on the point of 
leaving ; and what is it in itself, but vanity 
and folly? It is a phantom, vaidthc/asbiQn 
of it^^ as'StV.Paul says, j&i/^^W^ ayaa^. 1 
Con vii. 31, .. ' ' 



Theixjoy ^of Faith is better^ iin'd niore se- , 
cure than that .of Lights and I sensible 
Relishes. . '. ^ • ' 

THOSE who are attached to' God only^ 
so far as he affords them pleasure and conso- 
lation, resemble those people, who follow 
Jesus Christ riot for his doclrine, but for tlie 
loaves which he miraculously multiplied. 
They say With Peter, Lordy it is good for 
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us to be here ^ let us buildthree tabernacles: 
but they know not what they say. After 
being delighted with the sweetness of Mount 
Tabor, they forsake the Son of God, and 
refuse to follow him up to mount Calvary. 
They not only seek for sensible tastes, 
but also for extraordinary lights : that is to 
say, the understanding is desirous to see, 
while the heart wishes to be moved by soft 
and flattering sensations. Is this to die to 
self ? Is this to live by feith I 

They would feel, taste, and possess God 
and his graces ; they would penetrate into 
the hearts of others, dive into futurity, and 
become quite extraordinary ; for an eager- 
ness for lights and sensations, by degrees 
brings a soul to the secret desire of all these 
things. 

The Apostle shews us a more excellent 
^ay, by which he excites in us an holy 
emulation; when speaking of charity, he 
says, It seeketh not its onjon ; 1 Cor,, xiii. 5. 
It is not the pleasure it seeks, but God, and 
the accomplishment of his will. If it finds 
a sweet sensibility in prayer, it makes a 
transitory use of it to assist its weakness 
without resting in it. What would become 
of us, if we were always to remain chikken, 
hanging at the breast of heavenly consola- 
tions ? We must, as St. Paul says. Put 
avjay childish things ; 1 Cor. xiii. 11. The 
firstfervours were good to attract us, to de- 
tach us from gross and worldly pleasures, by 
H 
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others more pure and elevated ; and lastly, 
to accustom us to a life of prayer and recol- 
lection. • 

But to taste a delicious pleasure which 
obliterates the idea of the gross, and to en- 
joy a fervour which makes us live as if Para- 
dise was already open to us, is not to be 
crucified and die to ourselves. 

He who has no other support, will aban- 
don prayer when that source of pleasure is 
dried up. Many people leave off to pray 
when their prayer becomes most profitable. 
How many souls, who, because when chil- 
dren in Jesus Christ, they were too tender, and 
too much trusting on this sweet milk, fidl 
back and forsake the inward life £rom the 
time that God begins to help them ? Nor 
need we wonder they considered that as a 
sanctuary which is but the outer court of the 
temple ; they would mortify the outward 
senses, to live internally with more delight 
to themselves. From hence proceed so ma- 
ny mistakes even amongst those souls, ap- 
parently the most fervent and abstracted. 
Even such as have spoke much of dying 
to self, and parting with all, are frequent- 
ly the most discouraged in the day of tri- 
al, when all sensible consolation is with- 
drawn. O how good it is to believe with- 
out seeing, and to be contented in the midst j 
of poverty. j 

From an attachment to sensible tastes pro- i 
ceeds all illusion : we are much mistaken I 
if we imagine this sensibility to be anevi-. 
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dencc of security. On the contrary, it 
often occasions a falling off ; it is a flattering 
bait to self-love. They fear not to be deficient 
in their duty to God, while this spiritual 
delight lasts. They say in their prosper- 
ity^ I shatl never be moved: Psalm xxx. 
6. but when this rapture is over, they think 
all lost ; thus they arc too apt to put their 
olwn sensibility in the place of God. Nothing 
preserves us from illusion but a pure faith. 
When we rely not on extraordinary lights, 
but God alone in a pure faith, receiving the 
consolations that are given, but never rest- 
ing in any, not judging; but always obey- 
ing ; sensible we may be easily deceived ; 
acting with simplicity and a good intention, 
then are wj& in the way furthest from delu- 
sion. 



On the true Light. 

JESUS Christ is the light of every 
man that cometb into thevoorld. John i. 9. 
As there is but one sun that illuminates all 
bodies in the universe, so there is but one 
light that enlighteneth all souls. This light 
is Jesus Christ, the eternal word of God. 
O how miserably blind are all who imagine 
themselves wise, while they continue desti- 
tute of that wisdom which Jesus Christ in- 
spires ! Rejvelation appears to them like a 
dream \ the gospel is preached to all ranks 
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of people, »but they comprehend it not. Its 
wisdom is called foolishness. 

O vain and foolish world, is it in thee that 
we should trust ? Thou art but a mere illu- 
sion, and yet thou wouldst have us confide 
in thee ! We find that in possessing thee, 
thou hast nothing substantial wherewithal to 
satisfy our hearts. When thou oflFerest 
thyself to us with a smiling countenance, it 
occasions troubles. When every thing is 
ready to disappear, thou pfesumest to pro- 
mise us happiness : but he alone is truly 
happy, who, by the light of Jesus Christ, 
discovers thy emptiness. 



On the Presence of God. 

THE principal instrument or means of 
our perfection, is contained in this expres- 
sion of God to Abraham, fFalk before mcy 
and be thou perfect ; Gen. xvii. 1. The 
presence of God calms the mind, and gives 
sweet repose and quiet even in the midst of. 
our daily labours ; but then we must be re- 
signed to him without any reserve. It does 
not require a great deal of time to love God, 
to draw near unto him and enjoy his pre- 
sence, to lift up otir hearts to him, or adore 
him at the bottom of them, nor to make 
him an offering of all we do and suffer ; this 
is the true kingdom of God within us, Luke 
xvii. 21. which nothing can disturb. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



89 

When the rovings of the ima^nation hinr 
der us from possessing a quiet arid peaceful 
frame of mind, let us at least calm ourselves 
by the integrity of our will ; and the desire , 
of a composure does in a manner prove a 
sufficient one ; we must also turn our 
minds inward to God, and do whatsoever 
he would have us with an upright intention. 

Let us take care that we be not volunta- 
rily occupied too long, either outwardly or 
inwardly, about things which create such 
distraction of heart and mind, as dmw both 
the one and the other so much out of them- 
selves, that it is with difficulty they csiri re- 
turn to find God. 

As soon as we feel that some foreign ob- 
ject ^ves us too niuch pleasure and delight, 
let us withdmw our heart froni it ; if we arc 
but feithful, even in a small degree, inward- 
ly to preclude the creatures, so that they 
tnay not rest in the heart, which God has re- 
served for himself, there to dwell, and there 
to be loved and honoured, we shall quickly 
taste that pure joy, which he never 'giils to 
give a soul that is free and disengaged from 
worldly affections. 

When we perceive in ourselves strong de- 
sires after any thing, be it what it w^ll; and 
find that our inclination carries us too pre- 
cipitately towards it, though it be only to 
say somewhat^ to see something, or go any 
whcte ; let us strive to moderate ourselves, 
and request of God, that he would stay the 
H 2 
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precipitation of our thoughts, and the com- 
motion we are under ; for he himself has 
said, his Spirit abides not in hurry and tu- 
mult. 

Let us be careful not to concern ourselves 
too much with what others say or do, and 
that we let it not enter too much into our 
minds : for it is a great cause of disturbance. 
As soon as we perceive what it is that God 
requires of us in any particular, let us ad- 
here to that ; by this means we shall pre- 
serve a freedom and evenness of soul, and 
retrench many needless things, which em- 
barras the mind, and hinder it from turning 
to God. 

An excellent means of keeping ourselves 
in an inM^ard qyiet, and freedom of spirit, is, 
at the conclusion of every action to lay aside 
all reflections arising from it, dropping all 
regards of self-love, arising from vain joy or 
grief. Happy, the man who retains nothing 
in his mind but what is necessary, and who 
only thinks of each thing just when it is the 
time to think of it : so that it is rather God 
who ej^cites the perception and idej^ of it by 
;a discovery of his will, than the mind's be- 
ing at the trouble to find it. Let us accus- 
tom ourselvers to have our minds inwardly 
recollected during the day, and in the course 
of our employments, by looking singly to 
God. Let us sever ourselves from every 
thing that comes not from God, put away 
all vain thoughts and wild imaginationsi, and 
speak no idle word. Let us seek God with- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



91 

in us, and we shall infallibly find him, and 
with him joy and peace. 

In our outward occypations, let us be 
employed more with God than any thing 
else ; to perform theni rightly, we must per- 
form them as in his presence, and for his 
sake. At a view of God's majesty, a calm- 
ness and serenity should possess the soul. 
One word of our Saviour heretofore calmed 
a boisterous and raging sea, and now one 
look of him towards us, and of us towards 
him, will still daily do the same. 

We must often lift up our hearts to God ; 
he will purify, enlighten, and direct them. 
It was the daily practice of David, who says, 
1 have always set God befere me. Psa. 
xvi. 9. Let us frequently repeat the follow- 
» ing expressions of his : Whom have I in 
heaven but tbee^ and there is none upon 
earth that I desire in comparison of thee. 
God is the strength of my hearty and my 
portion for ever. Psa. Ixxiii. 25, ?6. 

We need not stay for leisure hours to shut 
the door, and retire ; for whenever we re- 
gret the want of retirement, it is enough to 
introduce us into it; even when at meals, 
or while others are talking, unprofitable dis- 
courses instead of tiring may relieve us, by 
affording some interval of inward retire- 
ment. Thus all things are converted into 
good to those who love God. 

We should frequently read such books as 
are proper for our state and condition, and 
in reading make some pauses to leave room 
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for the spirit tp act, that iiiwardy draws the 
mind to recollection. A few siitipk words, 
but fiill of the spirit of God,^ are the hidden 
manna : and though we forget the words, 
yet they ojjerate secretly,, so that the soul is 
fed and nourished by them.. 



On Conformity to the Will of God^ 

ALL virtue consists in tlie rectitude 
of the will. This is what Jesus Christ would 
have us understand by these words : The 
kingdom ^f Godis ^^ithin y<^u. Luke xviL 
21. He do^ not require great knowledge, 
great talents, nor great actions ; all that isL 
necessary is^ that we should have an heart 
to love God. 

The spiritual life is the commencement of 
tjtie blessed peace of the saints^ who al- 
ways say, Amen, to the dispensations of 
Providence. They praise, they bless God 
in every thing ; they see him in all tbiii^, 
and his paternal hand is the sole abject they 
regard. There are no more evils, for even 
tlKi most painful that can happen, v)ork to^ 
gethcr for good, as St. Paul says, to those 
that love God. Can M^e call those afflic- 
tions evils which God sends to purify us, 
and make us worthy of him ? That whidi 
is beneficial to us, cannot be called an eviL 

Let us then cast all our cares into the bo- 
som of so good a Father. Let us leave it 
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to him to do as he pleases. Let us be con- 
tent to follow his will in every thing, and let 
our will be perfectly resigned to his. The 
only thing which is truly ours is our will ; 
but then it is that of which God is jealous ; 
for he has given it to us, not that we may re- 
main proprietors of it, but that we should re- 
turn it to him entire, without retaining any 
part of it. 

Alas ! how matiy souls are there proprie- 
tors of themselves, who. are willing to serve 
God and love him, but then it must be ac- 
cording to their o\^a\ will and self-direction ; 
they would have God observe the rules 
\vhich they prescribe to him with regard to 
his manner of drawing them to himself: tliey 
would serve him, but they would not give 
themselves up to him. When they appear 
fall of zeal and fervour,' their spiritual abun- 
dance becomes an obstacle to them, as they 
find a propriety, even in their own virtues, 
and are continually seeking themselves in the 
exercise of them. The soul that is truly 
mortified, and dead to the life of self, that 
renounces its own will, that it may will on- 
ly as God would have it, is superior to such 
fervent and enlightened souls as would pro- 
ceed in the path of virtue according to their 
own way. 

This, is the deep sense of the words of Je- 
sus Christ, Whoen^er v)ill be my disciple^ 
let bim deny himself ^ andfollom> me. Matt. 
xvi. 24. We must follow Christ step by 
step, and not open a way for ourselves to 
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him. We can follow him no other way but 
by renouncing ourselves. Thus St. Paul 
tells us, Te are not your QV}n. Woe to him 
who resumes what he has already deroted. 
Let us then beseech the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfit, to take away a 
disposition to please Oiurselves, without suf- 
fering the smallest part to be retained hf us ! 
Such an operation will cost us dear : we. 
shall find it difficult to let God act when he 
wounds us in the most sensible p^^» But 
here is the patience of the saints, and the sa- 
crifice of pure .faith, to be experienced^. 

Let us leave it to God to work in us aB 
bis good pleasure, without re^sth^ him* 
When we perceive the revolt of nature and 
our senses, let us with ccuifijdence turn to 
God, and join with him against our sloth- 
ful and rebellious nature; let. us deliver it 
up to the Spirit of God, and he will by de- 
grees destroy at. Let us^ in his presence, 
watch over our smallest defects, that we 
may. not grieve the Holy Spirit ; let the feults 
we commii: turn to our profit^ by causing 
us humbly to reflect on our own frailty, 
without remkring us over-much dejected. 

The kingdom of God is indeed come ia 
us, when, independently of all outward helps, 
we regard nothing but the hand of God a- 
lone as the doer of allv To be willing to 
^erve him in one place more than another, or 
in such or such a way rather than the con- 
trary, is to serve him after our own manner, 
and not after his. But to be equally readj 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^5 

in aHj to ifeslre and tv^iU only in ix^nformity 
to him, to leave ourselves in the hands of 
Providence, and to set no bounds to our 
submission, is to serve him with true self* 
renunciation. 



Instruttians how to obtain internal Peace. 

O HOW different is the peace of God 
from that which the world can bestow ! It 
calms the passions, preserves the purity of 
our conscience, and is- inseparable from 
righteousness, unites us with God, and for. 
tifies us against temptations ; and when, 
temptations do not overcome us^ they al- 
ways yield good fruit. 

A true simplicity ; a tranquillity of the 
Oiind, which is the fruit of resignation to the 
will of God ; a patience with regard to the 
defects of our neighbour, which the presence 
of God inspires us with ; a willingness to 
confess our feults, and be reprehended for 
them ; also to submit ourselves to the ad- 
vice of experienced persons ; these are vir- 
tues useful and necessary to our sanctifi- 
cation. 

The pain thou experiencest with regard 
to several things, arises from thy not receiv- 
ing with sufficient resignation, aH that can 
happen to thee ; leave then all things in the 
hands of God. When thou givest up thy^ 
self entirely to God, thou wilt find thyself at 
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peace, and full of the joy of the Holy Ghost* 
Woe to thee, if in the work of God thou 
expcctest assistance from man ! The least 
respect to any thing that is human, extin- 
guishes grace, and increases thy irresolu- 
tion. 

How can we refuse to give up our whole 
hearts to God, who has loved us from the 
beginning, and loved Us with the tender- 
ness of a father, who pities us as his chil- 
dren, who is sensible of our weakness, and 
knoweth whereof we Jire made ? He has fol- 
lowed us in our ways, which are those of 
sin ; he has run after us, as a shepherd in 
search of his strayed sheep. We may say, 
he loved us even to the death of the cross, 
and that the measure of his obedience was 
that of his love. When that love fills the 
soiul, it tastes the sweets of a peaceful con- 
science ; it is content ; it wants neither 
grandeur, reputation, nor pleasure ; it wills 
only what God wills, and watches in the 
blessed expectation of the bridegroom's 
coming. 



On being resigned to God* 

OF all the blessings we have occasion 
to seek for in retirement, the principal is 
the peace qf simplicity, which never regards 
futurity with solicitude. The future is not 
ours, but God's, and he will so order it as 
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to be suita^)le to our necessities : but if, 
through oiir own wisdom, we endeavouf to 
dive into that futurity, the only fruit of our 
inquiries will be uneasiness ! Let us, there- 
fore, think of nothuigbut how wie may maVe 
a good use of the present day : each day has 
its good audits evil, in such a manner that 
the evil is often converted into good, provi- 
ded we are faithful, and suffer God to ict 
without our preventing him by our own im- 
patience^ ' " 

God v^all give sufficient' time and oppor- 
tunity to draw near unto him. He will not, 
perliaps, give us all that we may desire, that 
we' may ehiploy ourselves according to oitr 
own inclination, and so Jive to self, under 
the pretence of perfection j "but we'&haUnot 
want, either time or opportunity to rerioiince 
ourselves, and our oVh inclinations" ' All 6- 
ther time is lost, though it may' seem to be 
well employed. ' ' 

Be persuaded also, that in all these things < 
we shall find whatever js suitable to *6ur real 
wants; for so far as' God dlscdncerts '6ur 
inclinations, so far does he sujipcrt ciir 
weakness. Let us siiffei\him to :ict in us. 
Avoid only, by a repjnlar ar>d tranquil em- 
ployment, all melancholy and inipaticnce, 
v;diich are the most dangerous teri"4|;tations 
nature is, liable to. . 
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Of interested and disinterested Love. 

SUCH souls as are really detached from 
themselves, like the saints in heaven, regard 
the mercies distributed to others, with the 
same complacency as those they receiv? 
themselves : for esteeming themselves a^ 
nothing, they love the good pleasure of God, 
the riches of his grace, and the glory he de- 
rives from the sanctification of others, as 
much as that he derives froni them. A|[ is 
then equal ; for the Me is lost, the Me j^ 
no more Me than another person : it is God 
alone that is all in all : it is him they love 
and admire, who causes all the joy of their 
hearts by this disinterested love. 

But there are many pious persons that re- 
main in some degree attached to self. These 
remains of self-love serve even to support 
them in the practice of virtue, and to purify 
them to a certain degree. Nothing could be 
more dangerous, than to deprive them of this 
comforting consideration of the graces of 
Gody with regard to their own perfection. 



Concerning Amusements. 

WHEN amusements are innocent in 
themselves, it is sufficient if we partake of 
them with moderation, and as in the pre- 
sence of God* Maiviers stiff and reserved 
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can only serve to give a false idea of piety to 
tfce people of the world, who are already too 
ihnch prejucjiced against it, and who ima- 
gine they cannot serve God but by a sad and 
inelanrcltbly fife. • 

Let us widk vnxh srmpMeity in peace and 
joy, which are the frqits of the Holy Ghost. 
Hiewlw wdks in the prescfnce of God, b, 
*Ven on indifferent occasions, doing tte 
work 0? ©6tf, thoitgh he appear to he'ciairig 
nothing important. 1 .always suppose ttiait 
"Wt are trhfter the direction of God, tittd that 
^c "stctcotiferinaibiy to- his pr6.videncc, by 
floht^ Wen the mo*t fiidfflerent things in 
tiftat ^tsttfe hi tv^hfch he hds placed ity. 
' .Wbst ^pcmrte^ on ^becotmng conVirts^ or 
tejfctf'imngj ?^^^ thihk :more of per- 

terhiiiig 'extraordinary anxJ difficult actions, 
than of jnirifying their intentions, atid dying 
i!o theiSr nattn^l incHnatrotis bn the most 
comtfionoecasibns ; by which iheains they 
ktt frcijiiieiltfy deceived. When our fives 
^re htin€^t at^cf re'gtilan-, xve beedhte Christi- 
ans rttbrfe spfeiddHy, by altering thjrt vlhich is 
^vithin, itiAA that tvhich i^ without. God is 
not content either wfth the sound of the lips, 
the po$ttrre of the body, or outward cci-c- 
WiOnrefe. , What he requires is an undivided 
Will, that neither; (fesiriefe nor rejects any 
thiti^; that wills, withtnit reserve, alfthat 
he wills; HUd' nevei* willsi undel- an^^ pre- 
tertce whatever, in contrariety to him. 

Let us carry then, wherever Providence 
conducts us, a will full of simplicity, and 
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tinited to God. /Seek God in those, hpurs 
which appear vqid of good, apd tliey \yill not 
be so to ifs» ibr God will support us in thejn-r 
Oi the ease of heart that is experienced, when 
God opens this path of simplicity 1 W^e then 
walk like little children, whom their mother 
leads , by 'the hand, and who , suffi^r them- 
selves. tq be conducted , by her. We are 
content to be in subjection, or . content ta 
be free. . . We.are willing tqi6peak,> or to. b^ 
silent, . -,- • ' ,/ ,.• ..,: ... 

Ljct^us remgrnib^i: that eiyen pur,y^ti3e?, ^ 
d.^ exercise, of them, j-equire to be purified 
by the^isappointmcjjts PJ:ovidJ5nM^t&■Q,ws,^^ 
our way ^. the. better-to; detach usfrom all sett-. 
lyiJL . J O how , simple, amiable^ Tdjiscifeet, 
and Jsqcurp .\n alt its ways :is .jplejf^^^ ^wj^ea -fts 
coriier-stwe is submission to. tfife, >isfia.of 
God, .without consulting either, pur taste, 
our temper^_ or the sallies of aii immoderate 
zeal 1 , We, Uve almost . like Qtherj . p^^p}^ 
wit^ut al^ctfitipn, or th? sppfa^^apj^ 
sterity,; iix ajsociabic manijcfj ;j ;but In axot).^ 
i^tant subn^ission to ^U tTj^r. duties, ot our 
calling, in^ a renunciation of cyf r y thing that 
is contrary to the will, of Q(fdj with a pure 
view to him, to jvhom we must sajCrifice ^11 
the irregular emotions of Ji^t,ip^- T,]^is i^ 
the adoration .in spirit jandVwi'tr^thjf.wbic^ 
Jesus Christ ^nd l:\is ;F;ath^r se^k.. EV^^iilf 
thing else isbi|f a rc;ligioa pf oeremo^^^ 
rather the shadow than the; substance of r^l 
Christianity.. . / ^^ 
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It hi^^ be aisked, by what nicins is thii 
-purity of iritentioii Jo be attainc^d, in a life 
€xp6sra to the bad examples and convfersa- 
tioh of tha World ? 1 answer, Reading and 
prayei* Will be helpful \6 lay the foundation 
df ouf seciiMty. By reading, I do not here 
tne^ri siich as tends Only to satisfy curiosity, 
and make tis knowing on religious subjects ; 
the reding I recommend is what iis simple, 
such as may be reduced to practice, and 
l^ildk to nourish the heart- When we read 
Hot tt> iftcfease ourikhowledge, but to know 
better how to be diffident of ourselves, then 
will our reading be thily advantageous to us. 
T6 feaArig, prayfcr should l3e added, in 
trMdh Ve 'may silently meditate on some 
gfeit tMthi of rfeligion. Arid when we per- 
ceive buY thoughts to wander in this exercise, 
recal them gently, without being discour- 
aged at the ifnpdrfutiity of these di'stracti- 
ovk. While th^y^'e involantary, they^can-; 
iiot hutt'us :^ 6n the contrary, they will be 
t5f itlbi'e'usfe'thiift fi praj^er accompanied with 
s'^ttiiibte C'dxtSOktiOn '*aiid fcrvbiir ; for they 
Will tefid tt) hutfible and mbttify us, and ac- 
cust'dtn Us to ^^ek God pif f ely ' for himself, 
without'Considerfng too tiluch our own plear 
stii-e : pfbVicted \ve' coiiistantly withdraw 
hlght in'd Inbfnli^'gito'pi^ACtise these things, 
We shairfind them kn antidote against' the 
dan gers thttt Stfri^bu tit\ Us.'. '- 1 say night' and 
Vnofnin^, beicaUSe the' fiOUf ishment of the 
isoul,' asAvell as that ^f the bbdv, tnust be 
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Gontinually renewed, to prevent i^s.faU^ng 
into decay/ and being wasted by its cpritin- 
ual intercourse witti menr 3ut we mtist be 
resolute, both against buriselves and others, 
to reserve the time aljbtted for this purpose ; 
nor;must we suffer ourselves to be drawn 
away by ou^tward occupations, so as to lose 
the time that is to nourish our gouls. 

It is also necessary to set apart certain 
days for retirement and recollection ; when, 
as at the feet of Jesus, we may obtain a re- 
medy for all the wounds of our heart,, and 
have all the malignant maxims and opinions 
of the world effaced. This is even service- 
able to our health : for provided we know 
how, with simplicity, to make the best use 
of these short retirements, they »will con- 
duce to the health of the body, as well as 
the soul. 

As to amusements, they ought to be a- 
greeable.to our profession of piety, andth^ 

food example the world expects frpm us» 
or the world, immersed as it is in itself, 
would not.haye such as despise it, act con- 
trary to the contempt they have for it ; nor 
can it avoid esteeming those, by whom it 
sees itself to be of small estimation- True 
Christians have cause to be thankful that the 
world is so severe a censor; for by this 
means they are under the greatest necessity 
of doing nothing that is unedifying. 

If we perceive ourselves dejected with 
sorrow, or elated by pleasure, we must, 
without uneasiness, return to our heavenly 
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Father, with whom we may expect to find 
joy and fteedpm in our sorrow, moderation 
and fecbltectteli iii our joy, attd mny i'ely on 
not being disappointed. The turning of 
our hearts to him will retolihate lis, and 
though we 'should, perceive biir 'souls ^^ 
and discouta'g^d When God sets ti^ on toy 
work, he will give f esolutidn and a fiicilitj^ in 
the discharge of our dtitjr suitable to our he* 
cessity.- This i^thedaiiy'bf^^ld'weccmstatitly 
ask for, and which will nev^ef i^il iis;.fojb 
oiir^Father/^fdr fVQt|i /forsaldng u^,. desires 
to find our Keart^ dppii,.:that' he .ipay bless 

^^-' / " '. V ' ''l ,.*".. ' ' .''' ' / 

y We muitndtwairforbuWard! liberty a 
Vetireniint to be detacheci from' the world, 
and to oycrcomje the old man : th^ thought of 
a free state is no morfe'than a pleasing icka; 
it niay he^ffer b? ouf Tot^J We shou^ bd'rea- 
dy to die in oiir present servitude.;; Provil 
den'ce ihay prevent our] projects gfretire,- 
inent ; we ai^e not in our own, power: Tke 
Israelites', in Babylon, sighed a^ter Jerusa- 
lem, yet how few. of them ever isaw Jerusa- 
lem more; buteiu!cdtheirdaysin*Babyl6TiJ 
"What an illusion would it have been, if they 
had def^i^r^d^ till tHeiir return to their, qwn 
Xid^ntry;. to worsMp the true God, ^d tp 
perfect thenjiselves ! . Perhapsr our statp may 
"resemble that of* the Israelites. - 



•I;--) *-.) 
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'&n ^tl^c Employ mmf of , our. ^imci* 

\ , il^ IS tru?, n'oVwithstandihg the pro- 

S' pess^omc^liave mafle, ipuch remams'tobe 
one,: a persuasion of tlie iriind,' , or "^eVen a 
good ^kposttlon^pJtWheart, is at a great 
alstance from an exact andfatthful practice. 
Not^flgba"sMcn,m.^^^^^^^^ ^t aU^tinies 

than t.Q meet wjlhrpeople perfect and holy, 
as far as spocUlaljpn.goes, 'the Saviour ot 
?he wbrrd sa^'^., X^ stajj^irw'w iB^m ty' their 
yriiits: MattK. viil' 16. AiVdlhis is the on- 
ly ride that does not deceive as, provicTed 
It feefiehtly'discpverecl ; it is by 'fhiVr.ule we 
should jijdffe ourselves. 

A general means of employing our time 
Veitli IS 16 acicusjtom purselv^^^ a 

constant (iepe,n<danc^.'on the Spirft. of*G6d| 
receiving what he is pleased fo giyle lijs ; coiir 
"s^uiting' nim in pAr/douKts, when "iye ipust 
aWays'be reJidy to obey his dictates ' i having 
recour'se^to "Jilm iti otir iveakhesses ; invoti. 
. in^ hiih, , khct raising dur^heart \o'\^m; ^V'KeH 
tirawn aWay by piitwafd plDJeptsv \^ sees it- 
Vetf catrted insensibly oiit ojFltl)cxpiidi ah'd 
is kui*p'i*^sed' inib forgetlUlness aVidl separatioa 
'frPrhOod. ' ... 

iFoT the \\rfe'll employing our^hdurs of bu- 
siness^ it is sufficient that vv^e attend with sim- 
plicity to the mandates, of the Divine Provi- 
dence, We should take care not to be over- 
whelmed by a multiplicity of occupations^ 
be they what they will. 
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dertakmgs witli a view to the glory of 'God^ 
iQ cojitiaue- them without- dissipation^ . and 
to end them without hurry. ., . ;\/ ^ 

The time of entertainment (or wha* may 
be called relax^iition) is. the ixtqst dangerous 
tQ, oyrselve^, afi^^ perhaps . rthe , most, uptrful 
tp .others ;:it .is /thep.more e$ijpecially w^ 
^Qul^ BcTj^pon cmr^uard'; jt^atis jto sayi 

g'pj^t fiiithfu} a^,tQ 'jj9fjCa^yi);ig.ti^e^ of 

pd. ThetCWii^tiajtj watchfuinSass so/nuich 
repqtiouaicnded. by ^ouri^ not only ha- 
^t^j?;jb^ut ,^smviphj2^i.' possible,. actyaj.?s- 

ekrt to.Goq» Jpy ^hds^^^i^ipj^ .vieifj^^^.w^ 
&ith inspires ; tne sweet and* peaceful de- 
pendance which the soul should have with 
regard to grace, acknowledging it as the 
only principle of its security and strength ; 
all these things are now to be put in practice, 
to preserve us from the subtle poison which 
is frequently hid under pleasures and a- 
musements, and to know how to conduct 
ourselves wisely, in such things as may in- 
struct and edify others. This iis especially 
necessary for men and women in eminent 
stations, whose words and behaviour may 
frequently be the cause of much good or 
evil. 

Our vacant hours are generally the most 
pleasing and useful to ourselves ; we can 
scarcely employ them better than by conse* 
crating them tp the renewing of our strength 
(I may even say our bodily strength) by a 
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give pi&cc lb "nilto/ he ifeddnclles him to 
himself ; he subdues his passions ; he sets 
bounds to his desires; he comforts him in 
his love, and gives him, even in the midst 
of pain, a joy which cannot be taken from 
him. -. ' r . : . ^ ► 

We wish to love God, and yet are afraid 
of displeasing the world, which is his ene- 
my. Do we not koow th»at the friendship 
of the world makes us enemies to God ? 
Woe then to those who please the world, 
that blind and coi^rupt judge. It is not suf- 
ficient,' according to the apostle; that the 
world should be crucified to us, but we 
must also be crucified unto iti -People are 
apt to imaging thiemselves far fror^ tl^ 
Worlc|t because they Jive retired V b!ut .tKey 
sp^ak its language, J. and hiave the same 
sentinients and delicacies V ^^?y ^*^^^ ^^^ 
same desire of \rcputatioi>,. jfriendship, and 
amusements ; they bear with pain the small- 
est humiliation. They say, they would wil- 
lingly forget the world, , tut, yet, feel in the 
bottom of their lieart, that they \yould njot 
be fprgottj^n by it, but vainly ;do they seek 
to compromise matters between Igsus Christ 
and the world. ./ ... 



There are last which shall'bejirst^ and there are 
fir^t.-whioh shail be las(. . :Luke xiii. 3a 

^ ^ . How m^nj . sinners are there, . w^ho, 
after having wandered many years iii iguo- 
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ranee of the Truth, shall, by the fervour of 
their penitence, leave those behind tliem, who 
have, from their. earliest youth^ tlistcd the^ 
gifts of the Holy Spirit ; and whom God has 
prevented by his sweetest benedictions I 
How glorious will it be to those who werc> 
- last, thus to bear away the crown, and be» 
\^ their example, a condemnation to others ? 
. But how grievous will it be to the first, to 
become last, to .see themselves left behind by 
those to whom they were formerly a model, 
to lose their crowns, and to lose them for 
the sake of some trivial amusements which 
retarded their progress ! I cannot observe 
the recollection of some persons, their dis- 
. interestedness and humility, without blush- 
ing to see how much we arc dissipated, vain, 
and attached to temporal conveniences. ' Let 
us haste to tun, lest we be left behind. 



That iffe are made to serve one another* 

f eanie not ta be mbiisiered imtOy but to minister ». 

^ ./ . ' Matt, x.4^.' 

THIS is, what, ought to be said by all 
people who have authority oyer others ; it is 
nothing more than a ministerial office, and 
we should in reality serve, those we seem to 
com^mand: w^ should bqar their imperfec- 
tkxms, endeavQur with mildness and patience 

- •■•M,., '. • ;. ^. ". , ■..■, .;•■.... 
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to correct them, wait for them in the ways 
of God, believe ourselves sent for their ad- 
vantage, humble ourselves to soften their 
necessary disciplines, and beg of God to 
change their hearts, which is a grace they 
could not obtain for themselvesl Let us ex- 
amine ourselves wilh regard to such as are 
committed to our c^e, and for whom we^ 
shall be called to an account before God. ' 



Of Meekness y and Lanx)liness of Heart. 

Learn ofme^for lam meek and lowly of heart. 

Matt. xi. 29. 

IT is the Son of God alone who can 
teach us this divine lesson : He^ who being 
equal V)itb Gody made himself of no reputa- 
tion j but took upon him the form of a ser- 
vanty and was made in the likeness of men. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. What has he not done for 
the love of us ? What has he not suffered 
for us, axid what does he not still continue 
to suffer ? He was led as a lamb to the 
slaughter^ yet opened be not bis mouth. 
Isaiah liii. 7. And we, notwithstanding, 
complain of the {lightest ills ; are vain, deti- 
cate, and easily affected. 

There is no real meekness without lowli- 
ness of heart : whilst we are fuU of our- 
selves, every thing we see in others will of- 
fend, us ; but when we are thoroughly per- 
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suaded that nothing is due to us, then 
nothing will disturb us. Let us often think 
of pur own filings, and we shall become 
indulgent to those of others. Let us often 
think of these important words of the Son of 
God, Learn of mcy for I am meek and 
lovily of heart. 



On true Greatness. 

Whosoever exaJteth himself shall be abased^ and he 
that h^umbleth himself shall be exalted. 

Luke xiv. 11. 

SINCE we are so fond of being exalt- 
ed, let us seek it where it is to be found, 
and where its existence will be eternal. Let 
us aspire to true greatness, which is only to 
be found by abasing ourselves in this world. 
God confounds the proud ; in this life, he 
sends him -many cross accidents, and in the 
end will humble him for ever ; but the hum- 
ble, who desires to live in obscurity, shall 
be respected, because he never desired to be 
so ; and an everlasting glory shall be the re- 
ward of his contempt of a false glory. 
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' On IV bat tve ought to found our Joy. 

'Rejoice rn the 'Lt)rd airv caff ''Otid a^iH f say j ft- 
j<fke. Let your moderation t&Anctim -uhti'^il 
men; the Lord ir at hand* . Philip iv*4, 5. 
• . • ' , ' •. ' « ' 

IT is our being disgusted witjil our 
passions and the vanities of the world, which 
ought to be the*source of -our joy ; it should 
be founded on our confidence in God ; and 
we must not hope to be agreeable to hina, 
but so far as the world is displeasing to us. 
It is our expectation of Jesus Christ, that 
ought to render us moderate aiwl persever- 
ing; we should be always ready to receive 
him, and rejoice at his coming : for he cometh 
to judge the world, and'tb be o\ir comforter. 
How sweet is it to expect the coming of 
Christ, whilst the children of this world are 
afraid of it ! They shall tremble, whilst Ids 
followers, with joy and confidence, shall be- 
hold the coming c)f their gracious deliverer. 
Blessed state ! Let those who haye not at- 
tained it, aspire after it. We are prteyented 
from being in this state of cpnfiderice and 
consolation by our sloth and vain amuse- 
ments. -. - '. .,.. 



Of Confidence in God. 
I sleeps but my heart wai'eth. Cant. v. 2. 

WE sleep in peace in the bosom of 
eur God, by committing ourselves to his 
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provideace^ and by a sweet remembrance 
of his mercy. Why do we still entertain 
doubtful and uneasy reasonings, and are im- 
patient to cfaan|;e our situation,? The place 
where we are, is the bosom of God : for he 
has placed us there with his own hands. 
Can we be uneasy where he hath put us, 
and where we are like a child embraced by 
its mother ? Let us repose ourselves on him, 
and. in him. This confidence, which ex- 
tinguishes all the motions of carnal wisdom, 
is the true watchfulness of the heart. To 
commit ourselves to God, 'without depend- 
ing on any thing but him, is to make our 
heart wake while we sleep. Thus the eyes 
erf love will always be open, that they, may 
lp9k at their well-beloved ; and we shall not 
sleiep the sleep of death. 



rOB 



Ontb^ Defects o/oibers. 

Sear ye one anoiher^s burdens^ and 90 fulfil the Jaw 
of Christ. Gal. vi. 2. 

CHAIRITY does not extend so far as 
to ob^e^usnot to seethe defects of others; 
pot to do that we must be blind : bul: it re- 
quires, thqrt we should avoid bjeing unneces- 
sarily observant of them, andl thaj we who 
are so quick sighted to their fellings, should 
never be Wind to their merits. Cliarity is 

K 2. ; ' 
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not blind to what is contemptible, btit bears 
with it; in order to co-operate with the se- 
cret designs of God ; it does not indulge a 
disdainful aversion, or impatience. No cor- 
ruption astonishes it, nd ^weakness discour- 
ages it^ for it relics Ori'God alone, ^nd per- 
ceives that dl which is n6t himy is nothing 
but vanity and siii. ' " ' 



Father^ Ihavejinished the work ivHich thougdvest 
me to do. Johnrxvii.. 4. 

WE ought each of ui3 to ehdeavt)tir af- 
ter such a state as to be enabled to- say 'afe 
much, at that day when we shall be call^ tb . 
give an account of our works, I ought to 
regard that which offers itself to me, accor- 
ding to the order of God's providence, as a 
work he gives me to do, and apply myself 
to thq accomplishment of it in a manner 
worthy of him, that is to say, with diligence 
and quietness. I will not neglect any thing, 
noir Willi be passionately eager in my |)ro- 
ceeding ; for it is dangerous to do the work - 
ofGod negligently,, or through self^W^and 
a false' zeal; to make it our own ; in that 
case God's work would' be done by our own 
spirit, and! therefore ill done. We should 
be vexed, offended, and solicitous fcxr its 
success. The glory of God is the pretence.* 
O God, give me grace to be feithful and di- 
ligent in the action, and indifferent as to 
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theieventiThe onfe lkiiig:oceafal for me is 
to will thy will, akidjto r^rftMabef thee in all 
my emplQyiaems,..\;i;hy.|)artib:tQjgiy.c to 
my weak. effi>rts spch) fruits as shsdl please 
iiice,i'oy ttot any, ifiSahe thy wiH./ - : 



^^^m=mi^ 



Be ye;als^ rejifft/y for in suchan hpur gs you ihink 
noty.the^JSon of Man Cometh* Matth. xxiv. 44. 

. l^fiESE Words'afe addressed person, 
atl/io'us, in Whatever age or station we be. 
Nevertheless/ 'even good men form projects;, 
which suppose; a long life, * and that at a time 

* wh^h it is jiist* drawing to a conclusioh. If 
/in the last stage of an incurable disOrdet, 

they'entertaiii hojieS of a recovery*, what' do 

* they not hope for in full health ? But whence 
conges this bbstinkte h0pe of life ? It is bfe- 
caiii^e they passiofta,tely love it: And when6e 
comes it thit they Would so Icnig^put off the 
stroke of death ? It is because they love not 
the kingdom of God, nor the greatness of the 
world to come. The true means of being al- 
ways ready for the last moment, is to employ 
the others *wcll, aiid be in coilstant expec- 
tation of it. , 



* I hey tlidt sow in tears, shall redpinjoy. 
* ' ' Psalm cxxvi* 6 

We mu^ sow that we may reap ; this fife is 
the saAson^ fbr sowing } ia the other we shall 
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, enjoyliie fruits of oyflabcmn The man' of 
this wiMTld,' ^othfiil) and impatient, wouM 
reaixbefore h&has fiCM^n.- -We wiah to have 
Grod bestow comforts upon us, and smooth 
the way. l3mt leads us to him« We are wil- 
ling to serve him, provided it costs us but 
little. To hopcrformiueb, and suffer little, 
is the aim of self-love. 

How blind are we ? Shall we never per- 
ceive that the kingdom of heaven suffer eth 
violence^ Matt. xi. 12. and that none but 
courageous souls, who vanquish themselves, 
are worthjr to obtain it ? Let us then be con- 
tented to weep here below, since it is de- 
clared^ Blessed are they that mourn^ Matth. 
v. 4. and Woe to^ou that laugh now. Luke 
vi* 25. The woe is to those who have thejr 
consolation in this world ! The time will 
cpme, when their vain joys shall be con- 
founded; the world shall lament, and God 
shall wipe away all tpars from our eyes. 
Rev. vii. 17. 



Onour daily Brea^i 

Give us this day our dailn bread. Luke xi. 3. 

O MY God, what is tl^is bread ? It 
is not only what thou affordest us for the 
support of this life, but that food of truth, 
which thou ^vest daily to the squU . : Jt is a 
bread which odurishes us tQls&Qv^rk^ting: 
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Which increases and strengthen^ the soul m 
,*[€ itirials of faith.; i Thau rcite^r^st it daily. 
'THou givest whatis Bofficient to the soul^ for 
rks advancetaenf in the life ofi^thj-and the 

rehariciatioii of self. •» . v , 

: . All that isbitt^ in outward things^ or m 
: the interior of my soul, and all that befajis me 

in the?caurse of the /day, is my daily bread, 
^pnxfiAedl refusCvUdt to accept it.from thy 

hand ! .. - , 



On the T^eace'dflbe Soul. 

j^eacc IJeave with you-; my peace Igixfe'tinta you; 
not as the world givethy gi^fe Junto you\ 

f... , ., . .' - .: . r Johp,xiv.2r. 

> ALLurenseel^rfbar pead€& but th^ do 

'•not- seek:it where it js to be. founc!|. The 

world promises peace, but cannot, give k. 

'- It offers tt^ansitory {deasures, .)>ut.they ai^e 

. not worth the pains they cost, Jesus Christ. 

iiakme canigiyepeaoe to man ; he. cures our 

-passfons, and regulates ibur desifeis^^ Qe 

vcomfeots us uriith .the. hopes. /ofeyeijlastiftg 

(iDiessings: he .makes: us taste th^t inward 

.joy, even ihpiun; iad as the spring that 

produces it.is inexhaustible, and the bottom 

of the sdqI v)vhere it-rosiidet) is Jynai^cessible to 

.tdlrthbimplioe ofmen^ it)bf!PQmes a treasure 

, KKx !iihe. ligneous Whi^ no, i6ne qaq take from 

' Desire nothifag but God;, seek; him alone, 
and you. shall firfd. peace, What is it that i^i 
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the icause of ywir uneasiness ? Is it poverty, 
•coiitempt, tad smoocssjn y.ev3r ui^d^akings, 
inwai^d and oUtwardcrasaes? BegardaU these 
things as coming &am tbe hand of Ood^ and 
in reality blessmgs in disguise^ whit^h he dis- 
tributes to his friends, and of which he vmich- 
safes to mafee you pstakecs. This wHl 
change the &ce of the M^orld ivith. regard to 
you> and mothing ^shall be aAde lo dapme 
you of your peace. 



Whosoevex drinketh of^ this water shall thirst n* 
gain. John iv. 13. 

THE more we drink of the corrupted 
%a5rf* 'Of tiib Twroria, llie more we are a- 
tliirst .; the- more we indulge oursdsres ii 
wh^ is to.d, the move do uneasy desires 
^ffj^ring up inronr hearts. The posseission of 
'ridhes oidy increases eof tMrst Jbr them. 
Avari<oe and anfbitdKNi acemore diseooleairted 
about whaft tthey tfaare'siQit, thianlhef:ai?e sa- 
tisfied with vAi&t 4lhey reaDy possess : the 
nenj^byment of pleasures enervate tihe soiily 
they corrupt it, and render it in^tidole. 
The more we are di^rerted, ^le m0re we 
would be so : it is easier to pfoerve ^or 
'hearts in a state 'df ferraur aafud penit^ioe, 
' tlian Ao bring t^em l^ack er iresixinn tliem, 
when they have once got a Uas toward^ 
pleasure and diversion. Let us then be 
watchful over ourselves; let us avoid drink- 
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ing^ a wata* that wiH increase our thirst. 
Let ' us diligently guard our hearts, kst the ^ 
worm should sedueethfafa M4th4t» vaiiti'ci:^- 
solatioiis> and leave thcAt m the end nothing: 
but tibe sorrow of being djseeired. 



Blessed are they that mourns for they shall be com' 
for ted. ; ' Matt. V. 5. 

WHAT a new kind of tears are those 
which make such as shed them happy?* 
Their happiness consists in moummg at the 
corruption of the world that surrounds us, 
the snares that encompass us, and the inex- 
haustible iund of evil in the bottom, of our 
hearts. It i3 a great gift from Gad, to fear 
the loss of his love, and to dread, lest we 
should stray out of the strait and narrow 
path. 

This is a subject of tears. It is difficult to 
rejoice while we are in danger of losing all 
that is most precious to us, of losing ^tir 
very selves. When we also behold nothing 
but vanity, error, scandal to religion, for- 
getfulncss and contempt of that God we love, 
it is impossible not to be afflicted. Let .us 
then weep at the sight of so many mourn- 
ful subjects. God will not be displeased at 
our sorrow ; it is he who inspires us with 
it ; it is his love diat fills our eyes with 

* Augustine. 
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tears, and h€ himself •will x;ome -and wipe 
them away. • . - 

• O blessed teatiS, the work xrfgracc,: A^hich 
make us disrelish all transitory thiapfs, and 
cause the desire of eternal: Hessings to grow' 
up in us ! 



ffow great Is the lovtng-^kindness of the Lord our 

Godj and his compassion unto such as turn unto 

, him ifi^JioUnes^ ! , . E^clpa. xvii. 29. 

IN the presence of God, meditate on 
the effects of this infinite mercy ; . on those, 
instances of it wl)ich thou ha?t already expe- 
rienced r OH, the lights received from Jesus 
Christ; on* tiie good thoughts he has inspi- 
red thee with ; o^i the sins he has forgiven 
thee ; the snares of the world from which he 
has preserved thee ; and the extraordinary 
sttcpoursi he has afforded thco Strive to af- 
fect thy heart, by reflecting on all these pre- 
^ous tokens of his goodness. . Add to thejn 
•the remexnbrance of spch crosses a^ he has 
l^den thee with, ju:i order t^o sanctify thee; 
for they are also ricl^ps,.- which he hgis drawn 
from the depth of his treasures, and ought 
to be. regarded as . signal testimonies of his 
love. . ' . 

Let the remembrance of ti^e.past inspire 
thee with confidence as to the future ; be not 
diffident of God, but only of thysell*; he is. 
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as the apdstle says, the Father of mercies, 
and God of all comfort. 



On the Easiness of the Take of Christ. 

Christ saitb. My. yoke U easy^ and my burden is 
light. Matt. xi. 30. 

LET not the n?imc of yoke terrify us. 
Jesus Christ will cause us to love this yoke ; 
he sweetens it by the inward charms of tru^ 
and righteousness ; he sheds his chaste de- 
lights over virtue, and causes us to loathe 
£cdse pleasures ; he bears man up against 
himself, draws him out of his corruption, 
and renders him strong in spite of his weak- 
ness. O man of little faith, what dost thou 
fe^r ? let God act for thee ; give up thyself 
to him. Thou wilt suffer, it is true ; but 
it will be peaceably, and with love. Thou 
must fight, but shalt gain the victory ; and 
God himself having fought on thy side, will 
crown thee with his own hand. Thou shalt 
weep-» but thy tears will be sweet, and God 
shall come with tenderness to wipe them a- 
way. Thou wilt no longer be.; suflered ,tQ 
yield thyself to thy tyrannic passions ; but: Ipy 
sacrificing thy liberty, shalt gain a freedom 
unknown to the world, and more precious 
than all the power that kings possess* 
L , 
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What a blindness is it to fear the being 
too far engaged with God J The more we 
love him, the more we shall love the work 
he assigns us. It is this love that comforts 
us in all our troubles, that softens our crosses^ 
that shows us a gracious mercy in the midst 
of all the ills we puffer, and discovers to 
us, even in death itself, everlasting glory 
and happiness. How can we dread the be- 
ing too much engaged to him ? Is it an un- 
happiness to be delivered from the heavy 
yoke of the world, and to bear the light 
burden of Jesus Christ ? SliaU we fear h^ 
ing too much freed from ourselves, from 
our pride, the violence of our passions, and 
the tyranny of a deceitful world? 



On the right Employment of our Time. 

While we have opportunity ^ let us do good. The 
'flight Cometh' when no man can xvoi^k. 

Gal. vi. 10. John ix. 4. 

TIME is precious, but its value is un- 
known to us. We shall attain this know- 
ledge when we cin no longer profit by it : our 
friendly require it of us, as if it was^nothing; 
'and wfe give it to 'them in -the same manner. 
It is oft^n a burden to us ; we know not 
what to do with it. The %y. Will come, 
when a quarter of an hour wiU appear of more 
value, and more desirable, than all the ri- 
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clxes of the universe. God, who isj liberal 
suid geuerou* in all his other gifts, .teaches 
lis, by the wise eoonomy of his. Providence, 
how circupisp^ct we ought to be ia the vight 
management of our time, for he never giyes 
us two moments together; he gives us only 
the second, as he takes away the first, and 
keeps the third in his hands, leaving us in 
an absolute uncertainty whether it shall ever 
be purs or not. Time is given us, that we 
may take care of eternity, and eternity will 
not be too long to regret the loss of our 
time, if we have mispent it. 

Our whole life, as well as our whole hearfc,: 
is God' jit nor are they both tooaauchfor him»t 
U^ has given them to us <mly tbs^ we may 
love and $erve him. Let us not rob him ot 
cither. U is true we cannot every moment 
perform great actionem ; but we may do sueh. 
as are agr^eabk to our adate.. When w^i 
are not espied to any out ws^d employ meifit,' 
to be eitent, to $uffer, or to pj^y, i$ to dSer 
much to God. A disappointn^ent, a cmir 
tradiction, a complaint, a vexation, or un- 
just accusation received and suffered in the. 
si^t of God, is as valuabk ad time spe^t in 
prayer. We do not throw away o|)r time,. 
whei? in the loss of it, Ave practise ipeekness 
and patience ; but we must remepaber, tha^ 
this lo$s m»st not be procured by our own, 
n^ect. 

Let us not waste our da}- s in amusements,- 
unprofitable correspondences, effusions of 
the heart, which flatter self-love, nor in .con-; 
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versations which dissipate our spirits, and 
tetid to no good purpose ; and thus we shall 
find time enough for G^d ; and no time is 
well employed but what is employed for 
Mm. 



On the Presence of God. 

Walk before tnty and be tkeuperfett. Gen. xvii. 1. 

THUS didst thou say, Lord, to faith- 
ful Abraham ; and whomsoever walketh m thy 
jre^erice, is ib the- road to perfection Wc 
do not stray from that holy way, biit by lo- 
Bittg sight of thee. Alas, where shall I go, 
when I see thee hot, thou who art my light, 
and the only end to which nvy steps should 
be dli*dctcd ? To look up to thee in all my 
ways, ^ is the siire ineans nev* to go astray. 
Blessed is that faith which shines in the midst 
of the darkness that surrounds- us. O God, 
it is thee alone I seek and consider in all those 
outward objects which my eyes seem to re- 
gard ; the order of thy Providence is what 
attracts my attention. 

Thus I endeavour, O thou sole object of 
^•ny heart, to re-unite my whole attention in 
thee, even when, according to thy Divine 
will, I am obliged to divide my cares. Ah ! 
what can I see in men, if thou ceasest to be 
iny «difccltof , or if I cease to see thee in 
them •* 
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Iwilllift up mine eyes to the hilkfrom whence c§m' 
eth my help. Psalm cxxi* 1» 

IT would be in vain for me to have my 
^es fixed solely on my feet, to deliver me 
from the innumerable snares that surilDund 
me. The danger is from below, but deli- 
verance can come only frooi above. Thither 
my eyes are lifted up to behold thee, in 
every thing here ; both inward and outward^ 
there is a snare to me. It is towards thee, 
therefore, O Lord, my eyes and heart are 
lifted up. I would sec only thee ; I would 
hope only in thee* 
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EXTRACTS 



FROM THE 



ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAV^ 
LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 



That the Love of God ought to be our Prin- 
ciple^ our End, and our Rule^ in all 
Things. 

THE true manner of loving our neigh- 
bours, is to love them in and for God. This 
love requires from us nothing but innocent 
and r^ular manners. Nothing need be re- 
trenched but what is evil, and ought to be 
retrenched, if we had no other principle but 
right reason to direct us. 

The love of God does not require from 
every Christian the austerities of the ancient 
hermits, nor that we should imitate their 
solitary lives. It does not usually require a 
renunciation of all good, lawfully acquired, 
or that we should part with all the advantages 
of OMT condition in life. It only requires 
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that we should be just, sober, and moderate 
in a suitable use of all these things. It on- 
ly requires that we should not make theni 
our Qod, and our happiness; this love 
doe« not increase our crosses, it finds them 
already thickly sown in every human state. 
Our crosses proceed from tiie infirmity of 
our bodies, and the passions of our souls : 
they proceed from our own imperfections, 
and the imperfections of those with whom we 
are obliged to live. It is not the love of God 
that causes our sufferings ; on the contrary, 
it is that which softens them, by the conso- 
lation with which it seasons them. It even 
lessens our griefs, in proportion as it mode- 
rates the heat of our passions and our sensi- 
bility, which are the source of our real evils. 
If the love of God was perfect in us,, so as 
to detach us fi-om all that we are afraid to 
lose, it would put a period to all our swrows, 
and render us happy in the enjoyment of a 
most blessed peace. 

This love does not disturb or unsettle a- 
ny thing in the order that God has establish- 
ed. It leaves the great in their greatness, 
and makes them little under the hand of him 
who made them great. It leaves the little in 
their lowness, and makes them content to be 
nothing but as he pleases. This content in 
the lowest station, has nothing mean in it, 
but is true greatness. 

This love regulates and animates all those 
affections which we owe to God's creatures. 
We never love our neigbboui^ so much, as 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



128 

wild! we love him for God, and with his love. 
When we love men without God, we love 
them only for ourselves ; we seek in them 
our own interest,' either in a gross, or more 
delicate and 'disguised manner. Tolov^ a* 
nother for ourselves^ is to love him very 
imperlectlj^ ; It is rather self-love than true 
friendship. 



LETTER IL 



. To the Duke of Burgundy j Father of * 
Louis XV. 

If 08. 

I THANK God, from the bottom of 
my heart, that I see with what simplicity and 
kindness you condescend to lay open to me 
all that passes in your breast. The greater 
the designs of God are towards you, the 
more jealous he is of your naturaJ talents. 
It is his will that you should feel trouble, 
dejection, and oppression of heart, which 
f)ver\yhelms you, and weaknesses that ren- 
der y<5u dissatisfied with yourself; it would 
displease God if you slK)uld rejoice in your 
own strength, and reflect with complacency 
on your superiority over other men. Behave 
not as a great prince, but like a little shep- 
herd who went with five stones against the 
giant Goliah. If you are not prejudiced, 
either for or against any one, and Usterf 
coolly to thosie you ought to listen to> or 
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consult with, tnd if, without any respect 
td your own natural inclitiations or preju- 
dices, you follow whatGod present and hum- 
bly invoked, shall inspire you with, you will 
find yoilrself free, relieved, simple, and well 
resolved : and you will commit no mistakes, 
but so far as yoii fail to act with a continual 
dependance on the spirit of grace. 

I bless God for it, that you are not in- 
sensible of your defects, and that he has 
taught you to your cost, arid by such hard . 
lessons; to mistrust and despair of yourself. 
But se^k in God all the resourcjes which .yoii 
find wantm^ in yourself. / can do hil things ^ 
says St. Paul, ?/&rc?t/^ him ytho strength^ 
entib me. Phil* i^.^^lS. Live by faith, and 
not by your bwa wisdom, br-your own cour- 
age. Dp not be frightenedTat What you want ; 
strivetogain it psltiently by littleand little, and 
in the contest depend bnhf^ on God. He shows 
you hb# much'war6 are to be lircaded, how 
useless the mightiest armies ate, and how ea* 
sily the greatest nations are shaken. He> 
shows you how severely the greatest princes 
are censured by the public, while flatterers* 
cease not to ofier incense at their shrines. 
When we are appointed to rv^t over men, 
we must love them- for the love of God, and 
sacrifice ourselves for their happiness, though* 
we know they speak evil of us, even white- 
we rule them with kindiiesis and moderation.' 

. As to your piety, if you would do honour 
to it, you cannot be too attentive to render 
U sweet, simple, and easy. Proceed di- 
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rccL/ to the extirpation of your principal 
clefecta, through your love of Qod, and a 
renunciatioo ctf self-love. 



LETTER III. 

: T^ the $ame* 

\ SHOULD be inconsolable on account 
of the misfortunes you expea-iencc, but in 
expect9tion,of the fruit Go^will enable you 
tcximw from Ithes^ trials. God often, be- 
stows ti^mporal prosperities pn tlie widLed« 
io s^ow ihow li^tly he. esteems what the 
world «s so daaal^ with ; but for crosses he 
reserves them for his own, who he would 
bumble unckr his Almigl^ty hand, and make 
thcia the objects of his delight. ••• Every man 
wants much, be be otherwise ever sa great, 
who Ints never kiK>wn adversity. . . Great prin- 
ces» ab^ve all other m^n, require lessons of 
^versity ; . it is geiierally wh^ they most 
stand in need of. They have occasion for 
opposition, to teach them moderation. 

Without oj^sitioo, princes might forget 
that they are humane Tliey should be sen- 
sible^, that every thing is subject to vicissi^ 
tude; th9t even their greatness is fickle i 
and thfl^ all men^ >vho ar$ now so officious- 
in their services,, would forsake them if they 
sliould lose that greatness; . 
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An Extf0ct fr&tn the Primers jins^mers 
to Letters. * l- '^ , , ■ , 

^ ' • .J. :;• )V . 

I SHALL ettdeavdiir to foUqw thcad- 
vice you give me ; awd'I beg you wili pray 
to God to give tat his; jgface so to do : mlso 
that he may ^arit me to love him abote all 
things, and that I may love myself, my 
friends and enemies, in him, and . for 
him. I hear many things that are said of 
Ttits and shall bear niore. I condemn my- 
self for things in vrhich I am faulty, and the 
rest I dea^ise, ' sinderely pardoning tho^e 
that would do me wrong, and ptaying for 
them. I am determined to give myself up 
to God* Pray to him that he would finish 
in me what he has begun, and destroy hi 
me what comes from sin g^nd self. » 



LETTER IV. 

On the Happiness of those v^ho leave all in 
eons^guenice of their being converted to 
God. 

WHAT I have been told of the situa- 
tion of your heart so afiects me*, that I must 
lay aside all ceremony with you. I am un- 
der a necessity of telling you, that we mvst 
yield to- God, when he invitee us to let him 
reign in our hearts. — Did wc delil;>erate so 
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much, when the world invited us to yield 
ourselves to be seduced by amusements and 
our passions ? Did we then , so hesitate ? 
Have we as much resisted the evil, as we 
have the good ? did we fever seriously reflect 
when we strayed from the pMh of virtue, 
when we corrupted ourselves, when we acted 
contrary to the inward dictates of our hearts 
and reason, in quest of vanity, or sensual 
pleasure ? 

! Do we consider, that it is an all-powerful 
hand that has made us ? Do we make it our bu- 
siness to acksnowledge that we owe all to him 
from whom we hold all, and that he has made 
us . for himself alone ? Instead of this, we 
arc apt to waver, vm deliberate, wq raise 
doubts with regard to the clearest matters ; 
we fear being too credulous ; we jbtc appre- 
hensive of giving too much to him for whom 
all is not more than sufficient ; we dare 
not let the world see that we are desirous of 
serving God ; in a word, we are as timor- 
ous, irresolute, and uneasy with regard to 
yirtue, as we have been presumptuous and 
inconsiderate in our irregular courses. 

I desire but one thing of you, which is, to 
follow simply the bias that is in the- bottom 
of your heart towards that which is good, 
as you have formerly followed the dictates of 
your passions towards that which is evil. 
As often as you examine the fundamentals 
of religion, you will readily acknowledge 
that there can be nothing solid objected to 
them, and that they who oppose them, only 
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do so that they may not subject themselves 
to the restraints of virtue : thus they refuse 
to follow God, only to please themselves. I 
would ask, What do we risk by serving 
God ? We shal^ have nearly the same duties 
to perform, and the same pains patiently to 
suffer ; but then we shall add to them the 
consolation of loving what is supremely 
amiable ; of labouring and suffering to please 
our true and perfect friend, who keeps 
account of our smallest performances, and 
rewards them an hundred-fold in this life, by 
that peace which he sheds in our hearts. 
Lastly, we shall add to them the blessed hope 
of everlasting life. 

Ask your virtuous friends, of whose sin- 
cerity you have no doubt ; ask them what it 
has cost them to serve God, whether they 
repent their being engaged in his service ? 
They were once in the world like yourself; 
ask them, whether they regret their having 
forsaken it, or if the intoxication of Babylon 
is sweeter than the peace of Sion r They will 
say, whatever crosses we suffer in the Chris- 
tian life, we never lose that peace of mind, 
in which we are content with all we suffer,- 
and never desire those joys wc are depriv- 
ed of. 



M 
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From LETTER V.. 

Contaihing divers ddmanithns and pfecttU- 
tions to a person^ ivJbo^ nvhilst living in 
the n&orldy is desirous of being coHverttd 
unto God. 

THE principal point is, that in gwwl 
earnest you devote yourself to God, which is 
to be effected by a due distrust of ^Oui-Self, 
suitable to the many expierierices you hayi 
had of your own weakness ; and to renounce, 
without delay, all such -company vis endari^ 
gers your relapse.... If you are desii^otis of 
loving God, why will you pass your life 
with those who love him. not, and in^ke ^ 
jest of his love ? Why are you nbt pleased 
with the cotnpany of those that loVe God, a 
connexion with whom would be a itieans 
of strengthening and establishing your love ? 
....I do not desire you to break precipitately 
and absolutely with all your friends, and those 
persons whom a proper regard to decency 
obliges you to have sotne intercourse with ; 
still less do I desire that you should abandon 
'what are called duties. But I speak of such 
continued connexions as have a natural t<in- 
dency to enervate the mind, and which insen- 
sibly draw us away in opposition to our best 
resolutions. I speak of avoiding frequent 
conversations with vain persons, whose am- 
bition is to please, and all other company 
^t awakens your taste for pleasure, and oc- 

- Digitized by VjQOQ IC 



135 

casionsi a dissipation that is exceedingly dmr 
gerous. AIJ thi^ wpuKl be very hurtful to mea 
jthe mo5t confirmed in virtue, and conse- 
quently is still more pernicious tp one who 
has oply taken the first^f^p towards it. 

T he h<>ly Acripture ^aysj Jle that lovetk ^yp-*^. 

danger ^ shall perish therein* It is neces- 
sary i however dear it may cost us, to leave 
qjl such things as border upon vice. We are 
obJiged, according to the command of Jesu§ 
Christ j to cutaff aiir band^ and pluck out 
our eye, if they offend us -\ Matth, v. 29, - 

30. that is to say, if they become snares to 

u§i and endanger our fall. 

, Qm principal thing you have to do, is, to 
withdraw from all those amusements, that 
^xt ^il| more dangerous for you, than for 
(G^l^§ ; and to confine yourself to the socie- 
ty of II few select persona, who diink as you 
wpuld wish to ck> all your life. 



LETTER VL 

JidfMnU'wns to a personiuavering tvith re- 
gard to his Conversion to God. 

SUFFER me to show you how blama- 
ble you would he, in tl^ sight of God, should 
you resist the knowledge of the Truth, and 
those lively sentiments with which God has 
inspired you. This would be to resist the 
Holy Spirit it$df# The journey you have 
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been at the pains to take, would condemn 
you. You cannot doubt of the baseness of 
the world, its incapacity to make you happy, 
or of the illusion that there is in all its flat- 
tering promises. You feel the reality of the 
existence of God, by the wisdom which 
shines forth in ajl his works, and the virtues 
with which he inspires those men who are 
filled with his love. What can you object 
against things that are so convincing, except 
yo^r love of liberty, or unaptness to be 
taught ? You are afraid to bear the yoke ; and 
this is the true leaven of a certain incredulity 
which produces your objections. You w ould 
persuade yourself, that your belief is not yet 
strong enough, and that in this state of dbubt 
you cannot take any step towards religion 
without rashness, and being iij danger of an 
immediate relapse : but in these doubts you 
impose upon yourself, in order to dispense 
with the destruction of self, and the sacrifice 
of a liberty of which self-love is jealous. You 
can object nothing to the truths of religion, 
but the fear of being too much restrained, 
and leading a melancholy uncomfortable life ; 
nothing but the fear of being carried further 
than you desire in the road to perfection. It 
is by setting a high value on religion ; feeling 
its just authority ; and seeing the sacrifice it 
inspires, that you are afraid of it, and dare 
not give yourself up to it. 

But permit me to tell you, that you do not 
yet know how sweet and amiable it is. You 
see what it takes away, but you see not what 
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it gives. Grod will conduct you with discre- 
tion : if he restrains your corrupt passions, 
he will by the virtue of his love give you such 
a taste for truth and virtue, as will be supe- 
rior to all your irregular inclinations. 

Be just to yourself, and you v/ill soon be 
just witii regard to Ood. Mumble yourself, 
be diffident of yourself, be little inyour'own 
eyes^ be sensible ofthedarknessxxfyour un- 
derstanding, and the frailty of your heart. In- 
stead of pretending to judge of God, suffer 
yourself to be judged by him, and acknow- 
ledge that you stand in need of his assistance, 
in order to your reformation. N'othing is 
great but this inward littleness of the soul- 
Nothing is reasonable but this just disavowal 
of our own erring reason. 

Ohbw enlightened is the humble soul! 
What truths it sees, When it is thoroughly 
convinced of its own darkness, and is left 
without any further resource for its presump- 
tion 1 * 



L^ETTER VII. 

The lyangtr of -a person engaged^ in the 

:■:. . mm. . 

I HIIJ^RTILY pity M 's, as-I perl 

ceive M;8.:pfescnt confltict is vcrj^ great, ;He 

has begiin'to turn to; God, but his virtue is 

M 2 
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yet weak. He is under a necessity of wrest- 
ling with all his natural propensities, his in- 
clinations, those habits to which he is most 
attached, and likewise his strongest passions. 
He is accustomed to continual dissipation, 
and has not less to resist from without than 
within. He is surrounded with temptations, 
and bad examples : every thing he sees, leads 
him to evil : he is at a distance from all good 
examples, or good advice. An infiint pie- 
ty, so circumstanced, is, I CTant, exposed to 
an uncommon trial. Yet I cannot think it 
agreeable to the design of God, that he should 
suddenly abandon his employment without 
paying any regard to form or decency. If 
he is faithful to attend to those duties which 
are likely to help him, to watch over his own 
conduct, to be diffident of himself, and avoid 
dissipation, I hope God will take care of 
him, and not suffer him to be tempted above 
what he is able. That conduct which God 
inspires, and which is the result of his love, 
is generally directed by a gentle and imper- 
ceptible Providence ; which so leads to the 
things required, that they appear to come of 
themselves. There must be nothing forced 
or irregular. It is better to wait a little, to 
open the door with the key, than, through 
impatience, to break the lock. — If this re- 
treat proceeds from God, his hand will open 
the way for it : he must rely only upon God, 
and fear nothing so much as his own frailty. 
I wish then that he may be very wary with 
regard to the temptations incident to lus em- 
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ploymenty but not to throw it up in a pre- 
cipitate manner. Let him fear, lest he de-» 
ceive himself : perhaps he thinks less of se- 
curing his salvation, than of leaduig a more 
easy, sweet, and agreeable life ; and flies less 
from sin than from the disgusts, the troubles, 
the fatigues, and restraints of his present 
situation. This is a natural deception ; and 
it is very common for self-love to persuade 
us, that we act from a conscientious princi- 
pie, when it is that which in fact has the 
greatest ascendency in our determination. 
O how does God compassionate and con- 
sole the contrite heart, which has resource 
to him with confidence ! He has compassion 
on all ; he is inexhaustible in goodness, pa- 
tience, and love. I pray that he may direct 
our friend. 



LETTER Vin. 

Hoiv to distinguish the Impulses of Grace 
from those of Nature. 

I HAVE considered your difficulty with 
regard to distinguishing between the impul- 
ses of grace, and those of disguised nature. 
The best evidence that we are actuated by 
grace^ is, first, when the outward action is 
pure, and conformable to the perfection of 
evangelical counsels : secondly, when we 
act with simplicity and calmness, without 
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any e*gef dtesifc With tiegai'd to the iction, 
but are content to abstam from it, if it ap- 
peArt that we ougM to do so : thirdly, that 
ftftdr having done it, we seek not by unea- 
Sy reflections to justify the action, but readi- 
ly submit to have it found ftult with ; and in 
the end do not appropriate to ourselves the 
act&>n, buft kave it to the judgment of God : 
fourthly, whefi^ rfter the action, the soul pe- 
rtains in its simplicity', peace, rectitude, 
lowliness, and disapprobation. 

There is owe thhig Which appears to me 
worth observing, which is, that it is often 
more easy to perceive wh^t is the result of 
nature tbaA of grace. Let us peaceably drop 
natural im^liies, as well those of idleness as 
those of imp^uosity ; those that are the con- 
sequence of a refined understanding, as those 
that are excited by the gross desires of the 
flesh ; and in this peace let ais act, without 
exceeding the bounds of Christian precepts 
and counsels, as our hearts dictate to us in 
the presence of God, in order to our dying 
to ourselves, and pleasing our well-beloved. 

But we must be careful lest we fall into 
scruples, and dangerous trouble, by desi- 
ring so to order all things, that we may as- 
sure ourselves we perform them through 
graee; for this wduld be to quench grkce, 
by requiring an assurance that we follow it ; 
under a pretence of security, it would be en- 
tering into all the views of self-love, which 
^ve pretend to shun : it would be passing our 
life in reasoning oh the operations of grace, 
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without daring to trust ourselves to them ; 
it would be following nature to discover 
grace, and to constrain the state of faith.... 
And now, to speak more immediately and 
directly to your own case, remember that 
the bias of your nature, and the snare of illu- 
sion, which you are to fear, is not gross de- 
baucheries, but the excesses of reason, and 
the intemperance of a wisdom diving too 
deep. Reason but little, and do much ; in- 
stead of which you are tempted to reason 
much, and by that means to do littl^. Even 
wisdom ought to be sober, and temperate. 
This sobriety, and the simplicity of the un- 
derstanding, arcj the same thing. Reasoning 
produces nothing but irresolution, and is a 
hinderance to the work of God. Walk iii 
th§. light, while it shines forth, instead of ex- 
amining into the source and cause of it...* r 
Th^ exercise of true love dispels all doubts^ 
and loaths speculative t-easoning. 



LETTER IX. 

A Letter of Consolation. 

IT is but a poor consolation to tell yoa 
that I have a deep sense of your calamity. 
It is, nevertheless, all that human weakness 
can do ; and to do any thing more, we must 
have recourse to God. It is to him then, that 
I address myself ; to that comforter of the 
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afllicted, and protector pf the weak. I beg 
of him |iot to deliver you frpm your trouble, 
but that if\e may n>a|:e it profitable to you, 
that he would give you strength to bear it. 
TKe sovereign remedy against the great evils 
of our natiire, ijS sharp afflictions ; it jis ia 
the mid§t of sorrows that we accomplish the 
great niystery of Christianity, that i6 to say, 
the inward crucifixion pf the old m^* It i$ 
here the virtue of ^race unfolds iteelf, an4 
operates most intimately, ivhich is tq teach 
us not to have a dependanoe on ourselves. 
We must come out of ourselves, to be abte 
to resign ourselves to God. Thus our heapt, 
wounded in the most tender part, troubled iff 
lt§ sweetesj, most just, ^^ncj ij^jiQcent att««:h- 
ments, perceives it cau no longer keep pQSf 
sessioiji of itself, ^nd is dFawi> from itself^ 

This is the gr^9i remedy against thee vifesm 
has oppressed us with ; the reniedy is severe^ 
buttheevilalso is very deep. God strikes two 
persons nearly united, which proves an un- 
speakable good to each : he takes one to hea- 
ven, and renders this afflictive stroke saluta- 
ry to the other, who remains on earth. This 
is what (Jod has dotie for you. May he, by 
his holy Spirit, awaken your faith, so that 
y^u may be penetrated with these truths ! 
This shall be my prayer j and as I have great 
confidence in the prayers of peopie in afflic- 
tion, I beg you will pray for me in the midst 
<rf y oi*r sorrows. Your chariiy will tell you 
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what I want, and cause you to ask it for me 
with earneslnei^d'. 

■ ■Hi titii'rJ^jUHA- 

LETTER X. 

t%vf itpatated by spdt^i 

AT tht bibttbih of ihy h^Ort I »ii »I. 
W^S llnlt^d to yo^ and ydtli* dcf^f* fkhiily. 
Thotl^ Wfe feaHhot sefe eaeh other, yet are 
HWS very neftt ; WheWas p(t6pVe Wh6 ttieet df- 
tfcii irt tlife dliftii taofriy^W in ferity v^ty dife- 
tftilt ^e imt frbtn tlib blhei*. Ghod uhit^s A\]^ 
Md^ith regarded htms united In Mm, anhU 

I ain ti5t insensible is^f the Ids§ I silstarki iii 
being deprived of the iiight of ydu^ btit I 
hiU^t beat* it patiently a^ long as God j^leas* 
te, and even till deaths if It be hl& will. Let 
your necessary duties engage yoto attention. 
As ftM* the rtibtj be retit^d aud reGdltected^ 
eairefiai to rejgnlate well yditr f^MfiSi May 
biu- Lord bl^^s your liousehbld) ^4 may it 
t^er be his own* 
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LETTER XL 



The Danger of an active and dissipated 
Spirit. 

I AM pleased with the excellent letter 
you have wrote to me : I see in it your 
heart ! I hope God will preserve you from 
the contagion of the age. The chief thing 
Tor you to guard against is/ an easy temper, 
and natural activity. You have a greater 
tendency to dissipation than niost people, 
and when dissipated you become weak. As 
you can only have your strength from God, 
you must not wonder that you are left des- 
titute of his help, when you leave him. It is 
enough that he supports us when we do not 
fly from him ; but when we estrange our- 
selves from him, and fear not tp fell, we 
cannot hope for his assistance, which is met 
with in recollection and prayef. You have 
an openness of manner which pleases and 
prq>ossesses the world in your fevour: 
there is nothing so dangerous as the power 
o^pleasing : seff-love is charmed with it, and 
this poisons the heart. At first people a- 
muse and flatter themselves ; then they are 
dissipated ; and find all their good resoluti- 
ons diminish ; then they become intoxica- 
ted with themselves and the world ; that is 
to say, with pleasure and vanity : afterwards 
finding themselves at a distance from God, 
they have no longer courage to return, and 
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dare not think of making the necessary sa- 
crifices* 

You have no remedy but to guard against 
dissipation. I intreat you to devote one 
quarter of an hour every morning, and the 
same tow^ards evening, to reading and me- 
ditation, with freedom, simplicity, and af- 
fection. From time to time endeavour to 
renew the presence of God in. your soul, 
and your intention to act for him : be hum- 
bled at the sense of. your faults; strive to 
correct them ; without flattering bo patient 
with yourself, as you would be with ano- 
ther. I shall, with aU. my heart, pray .for 
you* 



LETTER XII. 

fVe must prefer Humility^ , Charity ^ and ^ 
the Practice, of "mb at we already , know ^ 
to Reputation^ and i be Desire of. know- ' 
ing more. 

I AM very well sati^fi,edrv/ith y6ur dis-. ;: 
positions, and you do well to acquaint me, ; : 
with so much simplicity, of whivt passes' 
within you. There is nothing to be won- . 
dered at, in your having a kind of aoibition.,! 
to advance yourself in spirituality, and to be. 
in the confidence of eminent people who are 
servants of God. Self-love naturally seeks 
N 
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such kihd of distinctions to flatter it. But 
remember, you must not be pleased with a 
sort of ambition that makes a shining pro- 
gress in virtue,' or desires the confidence of 
distinguished persons : no, you must die to 
the flattering appetites of self-love ; you must 
humble yourself, love obscurity and con- 
tempt, and aim at God alone. 

It is not by hearing or reading a book' on 
perfection, that we become perfect. The 
great point is, not to hear ourselves, but to 
listen to God in silence, to renounce all va- 
nity, afrd to apply ourselves to real virtues. 
Speak little, and do much, without desiring 
to be noticed. God will teach you more than 
all the most experienced people, or all the 
most spiritual books. Ah ! why do you de- 
sire so much knowledge ? What do you want 
to learn, if it bt not to be poor in spirit, and 
to find all your knowledge in Christ crucifi- 
ed ? Kncnvledge puffetb up^ but charity 
alone edifieth. Alas, is so much knowledge 
necessary to know how to love God, and to^ 
renounce oiirselves for the love of him ? You 
know a great deal more than you practise ; 
you have mudi lesS occasion for new lights, 
than to follow tjaose you have already receiv- 
ed. O- how we deceive ourselves when we 
think we advance by reasoning with inquisi- 
tiveiiess 1 Be humble, and never expect firom 
nenthe gifts ofGod^ 
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LETTER XIH. 

T& a^did baking into Futurity ^ ,and to live 
, in Faitb and Resignation^ to the wiJI of 
Gad^ 

. REGARD not idistant events i this 
uneasiness stbout the future is in opposttipn 
to thQ grace received. When God, as^i^ts 
you, regard him alone in the assistance Jie 
gives you, and receive ij:each.4^y, ^^i)}'^ 
Israelites did the manna, without providing 
fpr the next. Two things are neqe^sary to the 
life of pure faith.. The first is, that we be- 
h#}d Gcfd alon^^ under ail the imperfect co- 
verings that conceal him.j the second is, cop^ 
standy to have our souls kept in a state of 
depend^ce. 

Thisperpetual dependance, this obscurity , 
and this peace of the soul iit the uncertainty 
of what may happen to it, is a true martyr-^ 
dom without ostenteitioti, '.The death is so 
slow and inward, that it \& almost as often 
hjd from the soul that supers it^ s^s frpm tiiqse 
who are ignorant of its state. When God 
takes from you his gifts, he knows liow to 
supply their place, either by other instru- 
ments, or by himself. Even stones in his 
h^d can become children of Abraham. Eat 
then in peace your daily bread. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. To-mor^ 
row will provide for the things of itself. He 
who feeds us to-day, the same will feed us to- 
morrow. 
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LETTER XIV. 

THE state of the apostles between 
4he ascension of the Son of God, and the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, was a state of 
.pi;ayer and retirement ; in which they waited 
for power from on high. The preparation for 
your receiving the Holy Spirit, is not to lis- 
ten to your own spirit. The only Obstacle 
t fear for you, is the want of quiet;* give up 
all (lottbts and scruples, let them buzz in 
your imagination like bees in a hive ; if you 
stir them up, you will provoke them, and 
they will do you much harm ; if you do not 
meddle with them, you will only hear their 
noise, and be afraid of them. 

Accustom yourself to peace of heart, in 
opposition to your restless imagination. 



LETTER XV. 

fFe are not to be disturbed at the irreguta* 
rities of Men^ but submit e^ery Thing 
to God^ in the Accomplishments of our 
Duties. 

A WARM imagination, a vivacity of 
sentiments, or a multiplicity of words, do 
scarcely any thing ; the effectual method is 
to act before God in a thorough disen,sfage- 
ment^ doing all we can by his light, and be - 
ing content with the success he is pleased 
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to give.^ One word j^k^ simply in this 
peace, opeiates more thaxi. all our ardent and 
eqger cautipns. As it is the Spirit of God 
that then , sjpeal^/ it loses nothing of its 
strength and authority ; it enlightens^ per- 
suades, a^eQts, and edifies. Little is spoken, 
yet every thing is done* On the contrary, 
when we are led by the vivacity of our nature, 
we make many subtle ^n,d superfluous rcr 
flections, we are afraid we never speak br do 
enough, we exhaust pur spirits,, ar^ dissipai- 
ted, and yet nothing is dbneV 

Let the water .flow ; let men be men, that 
is tos^y».\f(^ak^ vain, inconstant, unjust, and 
assuming. D9 n^ot disturb yourself. Inure 
yourself to what is unreasonable and unjust.. 
Rest inpeacein the bosom of God, who sees 
b^tto* than yo\i all tliese evilsi and who per- 
mits them^, jBe contented to do with coolness 
the little that d?p^n4s upon you ': let every 
thing else be, with regard to ybu, as if it was 
not. I am well . pleased to find, that you 
have leisure hours. Be neither covetous nor 
prodigal of thcm«i 



•■;.': ' ' v'LkrxfiBt'^vjr...,;..; \:[[ 

I S YMJP ATHIZIl. * in alT your . trou- 
bles ; but there is a; necessity for our bearing 
the; cross with Je^us, Christ in this short life. 
\a ^liti^,tim^ there ,wiU be an, end of our suf^^ 

Ts a. ■ •' ' . • 
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fcring, when we shall reign wifli God the 
Comforter, who will* wipe a^vay our tears, 
and before whomottr sortows and sigkings 
shall flee away for even While we remain 
in this momentary state, whose triab hfc so 
light, let us snffei' humbly and in peace. 
Self-love magnifies them in our imagination. 
A cross, borne in simplicity, without these 
returns of self-love, is made light to us. 
When we suffer in this simplicity of love, 
we are notwithstanding happy, for love is 
pleased to suffelr for the sake of its well-be-^ 
loved : and the-^oss that makeis us Gbnform- » 
able to him, carries its consolation with it. 

Bear the heavy burden of th^ aged, who 
is no longer able to bear it herself. Reason 
grows weak at that age ; even virtue, unless 
it be well grounded, seems to slacken : hu- 
mour and fretfuln^ss have then the strength 
which the Understanding loses. 



LETTER XVII: 

I AM not sorry that age and infirmities 
make you now regard death, as near at hand, 
much more seriously than you formerly did 
when at a distance. A distant and confused 
view which we sometimes have, and is fre- 
quently diverted, is but like a dream : but 
the same view, when seen in solitude and the 
weakness of age, brmgs near us and realizes 
the object. 
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We should desire <mr 4i«8olution (when 
it pleases, the Als^ghty* so teh order). < No 
doubt there k ajojr ia dyiti^; hut this joy 
dbes^not d^^todonua.^ many great saints 
have been deprived of it : lei us be content 
with wanting that which. i» not given us to 
taste. Let Nature reftUc the bitter cup ; 
but let the inward man say with Jesus Christ, 
Nevertheless net as I mil ^ but as thou vxilt. 
We are not mastar of our sentiments, but 
we are of our consent; assisted by the grace 
of God. 

We properly enough wait for death, 
•when we endeavour to be detached from eve- 
ry thing ; when we humble ourselves for 
our smaliesft faults, with a desii^e of correct- 
ing them ; when we walk in the presence of 
Ood ; when we' are tractable and patieni ki 
sidkness ; when we give Qursdyea tip to the 
5ipirit of grace to act under itsr influence ; 
lastly, when) we seek to die to self on all oc- 
casions, before the death of the body hap- 
pens. Make a good use of your faults ; as- 
sist your neighbour ; disregard the forgetfiil- 
ness of man ; the fiuthful friend, the spouse 
of the heart, will never forget you. 



LETTER XVIII. 

IT appears to me that you want to be 
softened with regard to the defecits of other 
people. I grant you cannnot avoid seeiitg 
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them i^^n they are befcnre'ybu, norcajiyoii 
prevent ivAeclki^on tfaie'|Hriiiciples that jteem 
• to govern some mtor It is sofficknt th^ you 
ai^ willtagtobeiriivi&cerlaiade^ts; tfaatyott 
paiia no judgmeiit on those that are doubts 
fiil^ and' that youdo not indul^ an uneasi^ 
ness which wcmld make^yon ^un sodbety*. v 

Perfection easily bears the imperfection of 
^tho^ GrodJea;M^es, in the best souls^ cer- 
tain weakne^es. entii^ely disproportioned 
to their high jst^e^ to show them by what 
remains, how much misery he has takea 
fitxm them. • 

I ask.. of you now more than ever not to 
s^are my faults. When you think you see 
one^ which perhaps I have not^ it .will not 
disturbmeif your admonition wounds aie^ the 
sensibility will show me you have torched 
nke to ilie quick ; so you will do .me nuieb 
good by ex^ctsing'me in abjection, ^ and sno 
customing me to be feimd &ult with« I have 
iQoi'e/need than others to. be puUed downv 
as I am more elevated by my situation in 
life, and God requires £rom me a greater 
death to ail things. I have occasion for thia. 
simplicity ; and I hope it willcemient ouar.uixU 
on, instead of dissolving it. 



LETTER XIX. 

TRUE resignation has »o road of its 
own, or desire, of pleasing itself; it goes 
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on strait, as God pleases. The strait road 
is the renoHiidng oorsdyes, that God may 
be all, and we nothing. I hope that he who 
^es fodder to the eattle^ and feeds tiie young 
ravens, wUl take care of yoiu Happy is he^ 
who, like Jesus Christ, has not where to Ifiy 
his he^d ! When we hatt deiivered ourselves 
up to the ioward povertf , shall we be afraid 
of the outwaixl i Be dithful to God, and 
God will be so to his promises. Do honour 
to religion that is so despised, and k vdll 
reward you with usury. 

Be dfraid df your vivacity, your, love of 
the world, atid the secret ambition, whidi 
slides intothe'heart without your peroeiving 
'It. 'Be^not drawn aside l^politiicall conver- 
sation, or jovial mirth, Which willdissipate 
you, and indispo^^ou'for recollection and 
pr^er. Contract your discourse ; be care- 
iiil of your lime ; do cnray thing in order, 
and with regularity^ and let good .works 
ttahe place of fine discourses. Confine yoai^ 
attention to the present moment ^ jeat your 
daity bread : tbe morrow^ball^ahe tbeugift 
/or' the things of itself : sufioient to tbe 
day is the evil thereof ft is tempting/God 
to provide manna for several days. You c«a- 
not this day have to-morrow's gracc^ 
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» LETTER XX. 

'" '" THE odnsftderotion of the gveatnesa 
and'goodriess of God, may often be ibe sub- 
ject :of your meditatioM* ' Askiof Grodsuch 
- affectnnsL as will attad)}yx)U to bim. . For it 
; is hot throu^ the widers^sCpdiag^, or reasoo- 
ing^^'that he dramrs $oul& to htm, but through 
* the disposition *of our heart, and the abase- 
inieatof our understandafig. > 

Detest an effeminal^e,: iudol^t, trifling 

life,. 'As to your actions, when they are 

good in themselves, :repre«s all teAections 

;.on*tbe motives that incited you to ptriotai 

'them ; otherwise you will n^vfsr h^te done 

*^With yourself. You will be (Ksturbpd, dis- 

: coumged, and by vain reasoning dx yoprae* 

tions,. will lose the time for acting. Let not 

. your piety be mciaacholyi au3tere^ and SorO" 

ed:*..^fFb^ere^ ibe Spirit of the-. Lari w, 

t th^rid is I liberty.. If you once love him with 

att your heart, you will be almost . always 

|cyftil, and your heart at liberty. But ifyou 

only turn to him, as the Jews did, through 

festr, you will not find him ; but instead of 

him,: will find notUng but soirow. .Be 

fi-iendly^ obliging, and courteous ; this will 

cause you to be beloved. Let it be seen, 

that it is not through afiectation, or dulness, 

but through true religion, that you renounce 

youthful vanities and lusts. Moreover, let 

it be seen that you are discrete, and to be 

depended on in all your dealings ; and he 
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not ceremonious. Have but few friends, 
and many acqttaintmices. Be -careful to please 
those who pass for good men, and whose 
esteem is reputable. Do not fear to €isk 
such persons questions, when you grow a 
little intimate with them. 



; ; LETTER XXL / 

"I HAVE 6fteri thought of the things 
you mentioned to me yesterday,' arid I more : 
and more hope that God will sujpport youl 
Though you do not find a great relish for the 
practice of piety, yet yoii must not fkii to Ve 
as* feithful in it as your health will permit. A 
sick man recovering, still loathes his food i 
but for all his want of appetiteV he must feat, 
in order to nourish himSelf. . . i ' 

It would be useful to you sometimes, to 
have a little Christian conversati6ri with such 
persons a^ you might open yourself to ; but 
with regard to your choice of them, I leave 
you at liberty, according 'to yotir present 
liking. God draws ybtt to himself by a sen- 
sible stroke, and I am glad of it, provided 
you remain firm iri what is good ; for a fi- 
delity, supported without taste, is much 
purer and more proof against all dangers, 
than the * greatest releritings which are but 
too imaginary. 
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LETTJER XXII. 

t 

Ti^e Effetfs cflndolffice and Amusements ; 
s»ifjb Rules Jbr cur Conduct in order to 
overcome tbem. 

WHAT you have most to fear is indo- 
lence and amusement. Even people, who 
are well resolved in the practice of virtue, 
and whose minds are filled with the horror 
of vice, these two defects are enough to 
throw into the most fi*ightful disorders. 
Indolence is a consumption of the soul, 
which stupefies it, and takes from it all rel- 
ish for what is good. You should then have 
a vigorous faiths that will master this indo- 
leuee without ever hearkening to it. As soon 
as we begin to listen to it, all is. lost. It 
does as much mischief, with respect to the 
world, as with re,spect to God. A man that 
is effeminate and dissipated^ cannot but be 
a mean man ; and if he has great employ* 
ments, tfiey only dishonour him. The love 
of his ease always overcomes him, in spite 
of his greatest interests. H^ knows not 
how to improve his talentSf or get a neces- 
sary knowledge in his profession^ or confine 
himself to the toilsome duties of it ; neither 
can he so long submit to restraint, as to ac- 
commodate himself tp the liking of other 
people, nor apply himself with courage tOy 
wards his own reformation. 
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This U the sliiggard, spokenof in thescrip* 
ture, who would and who would not ; who 
would do what he ought while it is afer oflF, 
but whose arms want strength as soon as he 
beholds this work at hand. What can we do 
with such a man ? He is good for nothing. . . . 
Busijiess wearies him ; serious reading fa- 
tigui^s him. He must pass his life on a bed 
of down. Does he work ? The moments 
seem hours to himt Does he amuse him- 
self? The hours arc then like moments to 
hiin. All his tinie is lost ; he knows not 
what he is doing in it ; he lets it pass away 
like the waters und^r the arch of a bridge. 
Ask him what he has done in the morning : 
be has done nothing ; for he has lived with- 
out thinking whether he lived or not. He 
has slept as long as he c6uld ; has been long 
dressing ; talked to the first comer ; and ta- 
ken, some .turns iji hi? chamber. Dimmer 
c^mes on the t^ble : the afternoon he spends 
like the morning, and his whole life like this 
day. Once more : such a man is good for no* 
thing* livei^ pride must render himinsup- 
portable to himself, in a state so unworthy 
of a man. 

Such:a maii will ijot only be incapable of 
doing what is good, but will, by degrees, 
jyi into the ,|;reaiest evils. Pleasure will be- 
tray him. ft is notlTor nothing tliat the flesh 
desires to be indulged ; ,after having appear- 
ed indolent and insensible, it will sudden- 
Jtjr. Jbecome iiiriou^ ^d brutal. You will not 
O 
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perceive tlus fire till it. is too late to extin- 
guish It. You must also fear, lest your sen- 
timents in religion, mixing with your soft- 
ness, should engage you, by degrees, in a 
singular life, which will have some outward 
regularities, but nothing solid within. 

A serious indoleiice, Where the passions 
bear a lamentable sway, is productive of an 
obscure, slothful and corrupted life ; at which 
even the world; bad as it is, cannot avoid be- 
ing shocked. Thus, by little and little, you 
will quit the world, for an indolent life ; 
which will be little less contrary to the mind 
of God, than the most depraved passions. . 
But let us consider how to arm against tiiis 
evil. With regard to your business, you 
should regulate it, doing all things by rule; 
and so settle your affairs as seldom to break 
in upon the plan you lay down. Neglect not 
your meditative reading in the nlofning ; let , 
that be the first thing you do, while people 
may imagine you are in bed. Towards even- 
ing read again. If you then find in yourself 
an inclination for a littlerecollection, by yield- 
ing to it, you will accustom yourself to spend 
the evening like the morning. 

You should receive every one with civil- 
ity» Let there be no air of pride, ndr affec 
tation, nor forwardness. Shew yourself to 
be a gentleman : salute and behave well to 
all the world, yet converse with but few. 
Bad company is dishonourable to aU ; but 
especially to a 3^ oung man, who has not as yet 
an established character. You must visit 
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but few, and never those of bad repute. 
Do not ridicule them, as others do, but 
quietly avoid them. 

Besides your never preferring yourself to 
any one, your manners, must likewise be 
simple and ingenuous ; your countenance 
open J and you must observe a complacency 
in your transitot intercourses. Let every 
thing be a proof of nobility, and of a heart 
that is liberal, friendly, obliging, and affect- 
ed by merit ; solicitous to oblige, sorry when 
ypataiyiot. Endeavour to season a piece of 
service with what may render it obliging, 
without making 'a merit of it. In such con- 
duct pride Seeks glory, and rjfligion must 
thus seek true decency, from motives whoU 
ly divine. Nothing is so noble, so great, S9 
heroic, as the heart of a true Christian ; but 
in it there must he nothing false, nothing af- 
fected, nothing but what is simple, i»odest, 
and punctual in all things. 

As to real friends, you must chuse them 
with much caution ; and consequently limit 
yourself to a very small number : no intimate 
friend, that do^s not fc^r God, and whom 
the pure maxims of religion does not govern 
in all thmgs ; otherwise he may prove your 
ruin, be his kindness for you ever so great. 
Make choice, as much as you can, of friends 
a little older than yourself ; they will occasion 
you to ripen sooner. Let your heart be open 
to your true friends ; no secrecy with them 
but the secret of another, except in things 
you fear they may be prejudiced against. 
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Be disinterested, feithful, active, and con- 
stant in your friendsl;^ip ; but never blind to 
the defects or different degrees of merit in 
your friends ; let them find you serviceable 
to them, and never let their troubles cause 
your affections to cool. 

Treat your servants well. Let your au- 
thority be firm and gentle ; be attentive to 
their wants; do them all the good ygu can; 
and cause them to be attached to you through 
love: bear with their faults when they are 
not essential, and they arc will^Dg. to mend 
them. Lastly, remember, (and I finish as 
I began) that indolence enervates every 
thing, and makes all things wearisome; that 
it exhausts the strength of all the virtues and 
qualities of the souh Even in the opinion of 
the world, a man, given up to indolence, 
is a weak and insignificant man. He is as 
if he was not. Dread, therefore, this defect, 
which is the source of so many others; watch 
and pray; but, above all things, watch a- 
gainst yourself. 



LETTER XXin. 

Advice on Meditation^ and the method of 
Reading. 

I AM persuaded that you ought every 
morning to meditate a little in the following 
manner: first, place yourself In the presence 
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of God, that is, adore him as present, and 
offer yourself to him entirely ; then invoke 
of him the help of his holy Spirit for the great 
business you are about. You know how we; 
have proceeded when together : remtmber 
you cannot do it with too much simplicity." 
You are not to look for God in fine ideas, 
or extraordinary meltings of the heart. Spe^k 
to him simply, without much reflection, and 
from the fulness of your heart, as to a good 
friend. 

At first, content yourself with a quarter 
of an hour in this meditation, although you 
should find it unprofitable and wearisome ; 
but if it can be done without difficulty, and 
it nourishes your heart, go as far as half an 
hour. Generally speaking, it is best to do lit- 
tle at first, and to accustom yourself to it by • 
degrees. In the evening you may do the* 
same for another quarter, of an hour, and 
you will find in time this other quarter will ' 
be lengthened to half an hour. You may ' 
finish with a disposition to give yourself up 
to God Iti those points you have meditated 
on, and by thanksgiving for the good affec- 
tions you have received. 

As to your spiritual reading, be not satis-., 
fied with believing and tasting the truths you 
read, but apply them to your wants. En- 
deavour, not only foryour pleasure to taste, 
but to digest the heavenly bread, so that it ; 
mtiy noijrish you. Those who s\ra!Iow with 
eagerness, and hastilv, far from being sub*. 
6 2 
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9(antiaUy. nourisftied, bring on dangerous iq- 
digestions. It is, therefore, better to read 
but little, and read it attentively, and with 
recollection. When reading improves you, 
it becomes a kind of meditati6n, whereas the 
reading, of persons who arc not simple e- 
nougb, is but empty, and to veiy little pur- 
pose. Too great a variiety of objects in spi- 
ritual reading, as in other things, dissipates 
the mind, prevents its entering into itself, 
and deprives it of its own nourishment. 



LETTER XXIV. 

I AM not surprised at the trouble you 
meet with from many things that are in op* 
position to God : it is the natural effect of the 
change of your heart. You wish to enjoy a 
certain calm, in which you might be at liber* 
ty to employ yourself in those tilings you are 
affected witik, and be delivered from all that 
causes your wounds to bleed afresh. But God 
permits that what has formerly engaged your 
affections and your time, should now trou- 
ble you, andserve to increase your pemtence. 
Bear then this cross in peace, and wait till 
God relieves you. He will do it in his own 
time, and not in yours. Nevertheless, re- 
serve some portion of your time for thinking 
on him, and of yourfelf, with regard to him. 
Be upon your guard i^;ain8t your inclinations 
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and habits : remember you bear the £^ft& of 
God in an earthen vessel. 

To perform many difficult actions is riot 
the thing wanted : do the smallest and most 
common, with a heart devoted to God, and 
as a man who is desirous of answering the 
only end of his creation. You must be so- . 
ber at table, and sober every where else, 
sober in talking, sober in your expenses, 
sober in judging, Sober in your choice of 
company, sober in your amusements, and 
ieven sober in your wisdom and forecast, ac- 
cording to St. Paul's advice. It is this uni- 
versal sobriety, in the use of the best things, 
that the love of God makes us observe ; and 
to perform every thing with a delightful sim- 
plicity. They who are possessed of it, arc 
neither fretful, nor scrupulous ; but have 
within them a principle of lov«, which sets 
the heart at liberty ; which sweetens eveiy 
thing, and without restraint or trouble, in- 
spires us with a certain delicacy never to 
displease God, and which stops us when we 
are tempted to do wrong. 

In this state we endure what is the com- 
mon lot of men ; fatigues, disappointments, 
. difficulties with ourselves as well as with 
others, temptations, and dejection^. But 
if our crosses are in common with the 
world, the motives for bearing them arc ve- 
ry different. We know in Jesus Christ our 
Saviour the value and power of the cross : 
it purees, detaches us from the world, and 
renews our minds. We sec God in all things ; 
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but wc never see him so clearly, nor with 
so mqch acjlvantnee, as in our sufferings and 
humiliations. The cross is the power of 
God ; the more it destroys us, the more it 
advances the new being in Jesus Christ, to 
raise a new man out of the ruins of the old 
Adam. 

If you can find out some sensible friend, 
who fears God, unburden your heart, by 
telling him such things as you think him ca- 
pable of bearing. Sut consider God as the 
good friend of the heart, and that nobody 
can comfort like him. There is none who, 
like him, understands ^11 at once, who en- 
ters into ailour troubles, and adapts himself 
to our necessities before we ask him. 

Show an even sober conduct, without the 
affectation of what is good ; but4)e resolute 
in virtue, that the profligate may have no 
hopes of drawing you aside : you will the 
easier get rid of them, and they will impor- 
tune you less, when they find you faithfully 
attached to religion ; and that you wUl not 
be drawn b^ck from it. 

Rely not on your own strength, your re- 
solutions, nor on your most vigilant preciau- 
tions (which however you ought to take with 
the greatest exactness and care) but solely 
in the goodness of God, who has loved you 
before you loved him, and even when you 
ungratefully offended lum. 
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LETTER XXV. 



•-i 4. .-> <. 



I HOPE, diat in this state of sepaia- 
tkffk arid bitterness, . you will fiiid (for from 
the help of the_ creatures) th^ niost powerfi^ 
insolation. . Godwin tnaikeyou taste \yhat 
he; is in himsdf, when every thing else failn 
you. When we resign ourselves up to> God> 
in^ time of peace •and 4uiet, we^jiieitheJiJcnow 
wlmt we want, nor what we promise : though 
our reisignatibn shouhl be sincere, yet it i^ 
very isuperfiiaal ; rbut when:tho oup'Olbitter* 
ness. presents itseff to us, nafiine trembles^ 
it fears^ andis sorrowfuU itsays, LettMs 
tup pass from me ! Blessed tare they . who 
can suppress this repugnance, jai^l say witi^ 
the Son of Gbdv Ne!Q^rti>fk^s^ Hat as Imll^ 
iutastbou^Mt. .: ' - '> 

The state of sorrow whi^ dejects your 
heart j and the sight of an afflicting objeqc^ 
which is always before your leyies^ makes me 
fear for your health; Take care' of.it, and 
turn ta advantage any little comforts, r that 
shall come in your way : do every thi^ ia 
6tmplicity« ' r , • ; > 



LETTER XXVI. 



A VARIETY of business hurries yoa 
away with rapidity. » 1 hwel often obs^rve^^ 
tfiat; yoii^ape >alway8f ib/^ Jm^ryiio go fro?ft 
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one business to another, though each in par- 
dcular engaged you too tnncli. You are not 
slow, but tedious. You waste a great deal 
of lime dn <*ach business, not through the 
Slowness of your operations, for on the con- 
trary they 'are hurl-iipd; but by :the multitude 
of' affairs you crowd into' thetn. . You wish 
to 4a2f evfiry thijvg^ on each subject that has 
ariy relatito' to it. You always fear you do 
hot^say-^neugk - This makes each business 
•too loAg; and obliges youi to pass iirom. one 
Ikffair t(4 am)ther^ iti hdste, and yetwxjfe dc- 
l^y^' • Jf>y0O>iwilikl <iwt them sliott, each bm- 
rfness Wi6uldbeeasy, and find its ^ce with* 
oiit beiiS^g i^etardcd i ' bat in order tB this, you 
«sholild^8tudy t6 retrench every thing that is 
4tot'eS5^nlidL <->i..-..i-^-/ .• -II* ' ■'-. ■'• «•■- '■ f 
''To be sobejr iti words, you must be^o in 
thoughts, Y9U must not followy6ur natu- 
'taPeagetAb^i fe persuade^ others. Yoii Mnill 
hetxeiich t4fe sburcse of this evil, but by of. 
ten silencing ytwf spirit by ^means of. inward 
■silence. ' Thus ybu: would see, at the proper 
Reason v€>a6h-b^ei^ess in a clear and simple 
light.^ Yoti would say .in two w;ords rfl y oii had 
to say, without losing so much time to, peri 
suade. You would be less burdened, more 
at liberty, more easy, more regular, and 
steady with regard to yourself and your 
neighbour. • ^ fie^i^es; this . silence, which 
would shorten the manner pf expediting your 
outward business; would/ accustom you to 
transkcit' youi'-affeirs fa the fepirit bftpraycr.: 
^fritfeout ^hiS ^^^ wMi b^ mofejand more fe* 
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tigued and exhausted ; the a&irs which pre- 
judice the sdul 'in its Inwird' luisiness, will 
likewise prejudice the health of the body. 

This eakii and leisure will doQ ^*:y:Qm'^}7U* 
siness, which hard labour and hurry xan ne» 
ver eflFect. Listen a little less to yourthoughts, 
tibaH! yoi* mayibe ;inia.stiUe-te ii^itti ifi^re to 
Godi i > I daris jpromispe, »if yoM , Ql^sf^vjB thi^i 
and are faithfiil to the inward flight, on ^IjL 99,^^ 
casions, y6a leiU ^oon be easad ift all. your 
duties; be>fitter to .serve ycfur n^ll^b^rn; 
and at thexsanlc time carry ob/the: business 
of your empldyment betterw v .:> , ' . 

It ismot endughMiatyouiove gpod;books ; 
you shpufdijrourwlf be a living. gogvdl' boc^. 
You should be inwcufdly" in realit]^ wh^t titieso 
goi^d books teaelr. The* saints, , in. formet 
times, had more troubtesi and .crosses than 
you^: it!was^ inthemidst df ^all thes^ troujbte$ 
they Reserved and increased jth^ir peacfs^ 
their simplicity, their .life..of)piu^T^h,., 9^4 
their prayer almost without ceasing. \ 

Reserve to yocnrsfetf^tmiesfor inward nou- 
rishmait, which may be as sources of grace 
for other times : even in tiansacting your 
outward affairs, mpve in peace with that 
spirit <^ brevity #hich Willxause you to die 
to yourself. 
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• ">r^r ff- ;if,f c>' .!•; •;.*: ; ■i-.^r' ••';■• '> ', ■: ■-' 

Jii.' . > LETTER XXYII. > 

'-^CM9oldt4(m on the Death 9/ aytmng 

■ ir: '.. > ;•? , Person. ■;'■.'■' 

'^ i RECEIVED your Icttier on tte loss 
jrtm have' Iktdf sxiisttaiiied. i hatela deep 
sense both of the loss, and the jgricf it occa- 
sion!^. • B^il caiindt be troubled for your 
h^art, tii6t doubting but it nemabis ia that 
^nie peace; which ii inseparaUe£*ofn an zCf^ 
quiescence with the wihtde w^U ofiOod. J 
f)itf yoii* on: aco6unt of tiiis secret wound, 
by u^ich the heart istat ttcre dned.np. But 
^ief i^ the l^idden life of souls fa^re on earthy 
for it is by those thoughts which dcalfroe- 
tasions, thset the beginniiigof a new life is 
fetmedicius. ^ Alithatseemsrtooomiptthe 
^r^ii in the earthy makes itjvegetalie And 
grow up forthefiharvfest. . 

. LETTER XXVJH. / 

THE great loss you have sustained 
escapes n6t my sight ; but God has taken 
what belonged to him, and not to us. Who 
dare say to him. Why hast thou done thus ? 
This language is fer from you. You know 
he is not accountable for what he doeth. 
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His good pleasure » the supreme reasoa ; 
besides, we may always see^ in the most se*- 
vere strokes of hb fetherly hand, a secret 
design of mercy* He takes away in a happy 
hour certain weak men, whom perhaps tht 
delusions of the world might baYC caiuied to 
£ilL He is hasted away to prev»t a misc^a^ 
ble fell* O what wonders shall we see in 
the next world, that eseapit us in this ! then 
^mM we sing the song of |oy and everlasting; 
thanks, for efents that made us wetp ho'e. 
Alas i in the present darkacse^ wt know not 
what is i*ealiiy good fat as,., or really evil« If 
God should do what {leases im, aU would 
be lost. Hes9vM us by bseakingour chains, 
and making us sorrow&lj The saihe stroke 
that saves him we love, by taking him from 
the midst of iniquky, prepares us by his 
death for our own. What can we desire for 
ourselves and our friettds in this vain and 
corrupted world ? If it Idc true that faith and 
iov^ constitBte the life of our soul, can' we 
weep, becaose God loves tn better than we 
know how to love oorselvres ; sfaoli we laitlrat 
his taking out of temptatkm Md sin, those 
that are dear to tas I Does he hurt us by 
'contracting tiie di^s of misery i JOto we de- 
sire a contimianoe of dangsr, and gtcdXOr 
temptation^ ? We would have every thiiag 
that fl»itters sei&k)te, ^ in order to make us 
fiM^get ourselves in this place of exHe^ 

You9 soAwas prosperous in Aettidtt of a 
ccntupted world ; sir is dvisafflietejrou iathe 
P . . 
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lo86 of him. But his success was perhaps the 
cause that the thread of his life was cut shorty 
by a design replete with mercy, both for him 
and his friends. Let us then adore God, and 
be silent. Nothing but prayer can comfort 
us* As soon as we are with God, by an union 
of heart in the simple view of &ith, we are in 
prayer. And every occupation, even in the 
most holy things, that does not place us in 
this presence, and this society of love, is ra- 
ther a study than a prayer. At this time no- 
thing butthe society of the trueComfortercan 
comfort us. Let us then rest in silence ; he 
will comfort us^ and we shall find all in him 
alone. Blessed are those who desire no other 
comfort ! This b pure and inexhaustible. 



LETTER XXIX. 

' IT seems to me necessary that you 
should have joined together great strictness, 
and great liberty. Strictness will make you 
fiiith&l, and liberty will make you courage* 
ous. If you were strict without being at li- 
berty, there would beadangcfr of felling in- 
to slavery, and unnecessary scruples; and 
if you were at liberty without bang strict, 
you would soon run into n^ligence and re- 
missness of manners. Strictness alone con- 
tracts the mind, and liberty alcme enlarges 
it too much. Those who have no experih 
ence in the ways of God, thmk these two 
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irirtues incompatiUe. Thejr understaiul bjr 
beii^ strict, a living always in restraint, and 
in an vmcBsy scrupubus fear, wluch so strait- 
ens t|ie soul that it quarrels with itself about 
the smallest matters. They call being at li« 
berty, the having a loose conscience, not be- 
ing carefol of smsfl matters, but content with 
avoiding great faults, counting' such only 
great crimes ; quieting and comforting them- 
selves with this thought, that they do not 
inutginQ there is any great harm in their ac- 
tions*—^ 

It was not dms St. Paul conceived mat- 
ters, wiien he said to those, whom he en- 
deavoured to make perfect Christians, Stand 
fast in liberty ; but it is in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free : stand 
fast in liberty ; because the Saviour hath 
called us to liberty ; but let not that liberty 
be an occasion or pretence for domg wrong. 
It seems then to me that true strictness con- 
sbts in obeying God in all things, and fol- 
lowing that li^t which shows us our duty, 
and that grace which inclines us to do it ; 
making it our chief study to please God in 
all things, and always to do not only what is 
s^eeable to him, but what is most so with- 
out endeavouring to deceive him by the dif- 
ference of great and small sins of omission 
or commission. For though it is true there 
is a ddstinction in these things^ yet there 
ought to be ncme for a soul that has conclu- 
ded to refuse nothing to God, of all that it 
has to bestow. And it is in this sense the 
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ifrbidc tays^ that the law h m$t made f^t 
# vigifUous man ; that is, the testmRBig 
. suid tfareateniDg faur : but he has a sopaiov 
bnr whidi taisea hhn above aU this, attd 
makes him enter mto the liberty of the chH« 
dren of Gk>d ; which is the deshre of always 
pleaaing bb hear ealy Fatiier* 



LETTER XXX^ 

AVOID dissipatioti, aod dread yt^ur 
too lively im^mation acid taste for the 
tiforML It b not suficieDt tluit yoa aToid 
seeing too many pecpk, yen must Ukewkt 
ikot SBfier your YvmxAtr to br too ttBch e&* 
C3ted by the few yoo da see ? you must vcv 
trench aU loDg^ omiversatiions ; and even ia 
jdiort onesy yon ahomld nsot indulge a eertam 
activity of spirit^ whida is incompatibk 
with recollection. 

What I require is ztt xmim with God, at 
tiie bottom of the hearty wbicb bis grace af« 
Sards us, when' we drop our own activity 
that dissipates us, and diverts us with crca^ 
turely an&usemcnts. Indeed, if you da not 
drop this activity, wbicfa proceeds frena US'- 
ture and habit, you will insensibly lose dl 
that is good within yott< and notwithstand- 
ing youT pious intentions, you will find 
yourself reduced to a devotion of transitory 
and superficial sentiments^ accompanied wiUi 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



173 



great frailties, and a mixture of numy things 
contrary to former ^ce. 



I.ETTER XXXI. 

THE best reparation for our past van- 
ities, is being humble and content that God 
should humUe us. The be^st of all penan- 
ces is, to do, daily and hourly, the will of 
God rather than our own . I^t us then think 
only of the {^resent, and not be inquisitive 
about the future. This future is not ours, 
and perhaps never may be. Let us only 
think of the present wiiich presses on us ; it 
is a fid^ty to the present that prepares us 
for being ^thful in the future. With re- 
gard to me present, these are what appear to 
. me to be tihe prineipsd^ 

First. I think you should avoid all com- 
pany that might not only leadjou into gross 
errors, but awaken in you a taste for world- 
If vanities, dissipate you, and render you 
lukewarm towards God, dry up your heart 
for spiritual exercises, and destroy your wiU 
lingness to attei^d to the advice you stand in 
neej of. It b a ^i^piness to be removed far 
from the world^-and placed in the liberty of 
the childreij^of Uod. 

Nevertheless, k is not fitting, either with 
regard to decency cm: your station, or toyoun 
inward wants, that you should retire into a 
P 2 
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deep ftolltude. You must then^ whesk it is 
necessaiy to relax jOur mind, see those who 
afford you a moderate aiAusement ; but avoid 
such company as tends to dissipate, slacken, 
and draw you away, contrary to your own 
liking, and who would cause the old wounds 
of your heart to bleed afresh. These false 
friends you should dread, avoid them quiet- 
fy, and put a bar in the wi^ to prevent their 
return. 

With regard to prayer, vou cannot do 
wrong in ^ good disposition whicfi God 
bas given youy provided you are not too 
much aiming to perform it in an excellent 
manner* Seek for an acquaintance with God, 
not by artful thoughts which you fraifie on 
purpose to speak to him, for a certain time, 
but by those sentiments with which your 
heart ia filled* If you taste his presence, 
and feel the attraction of love, acknowledge 
your happiness, and that it b preat good- 
Bess in Uie Ahnighty to suffer himself to be 
loved by a heart so unworthy of hb love. 

EmiAoy yourself during the day in the du- 
ties of your state ; such as regulating your 
expenses according to your inoottie^ watch« 
ing over your servants that, they commit no 
Qfience ; educating your children with a mild 
authority ; satisfying the obligations of dej 
cency ; and edifying all who sec you, though 
you never speak to them of devotion. 

All this is simple, regular, and moderate, 
and enters into common li&; but all reverts 
continually to God. How comfortable wiU 
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you fiod the practioe of it I One day im tbt 
b0U9e of God is bettor than a tbousamd in 
tbo tints of ungadiinooo^ Fs« lKxx»r. 10. 



LETTER XXXII. 

YOU must ncrt belieVfcthat the ftei 
sence of Ood is imaginary, when it does not 
giro- you the light and power to sty fine 
things. This presence is nciver mote rtaA or 
more beneficial than when it teaehes us td be 
aiknty to humble oifrselves) ndt to hearkc» 
to self-love, and to remain Mrith lowliness 
and fidelity in the obscurity of faith. This 
taste of seif-reiiunciaticn ind lowliness, h 
much nlcM-e profitable than bri^ ideas, and 
lively sentiments. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

WE should turn our defects to advan* 
tage^ by an entire diffidence cff our owa 
hearts. I am glad you do not find in your* 
ielf ally reaouroe, to enable you to sustain 
that kind of life you have made choice o£ 
I should fettT all things for you, if you thought 
yourself estaUished in what is good^ and if 
you promised to persevere in it ; but I hope 
all things, when' I see that you sincerely des- 
pair of yourself. O how weak are we, when 
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we think ourselves strong ! O how strong 
are we in God, when we fed ourselves weak ! 

It is the will which God requires ; the will 
must be attended with action, but God fre- 
quentfy- does not requhie great performances 
from us. Toorder our servants, tomans^our 
affiurs welly to educate our children proper- 
ly, to bear our crosses, to fly firom tike vain 
joy9 of the world ; not to flatter our pride in 
any thing ; to suppress our natural Iwighti^ 
ness ; to endeavour to become simple, plain » 
and lowly ; to be silent ; to be recolkt:ted ; 
and to accustom ourselves to a life hidden 
with Jesus Christ, in God ; these are the 
works with which God is pleased.^ 

You wish, you say, for crosses ta evi^ 
dence your love ifor God. Be content with 
your present crosses : before you look for 
others, bear those you have with palienee ^ 
listen not to what you like or dislike. En- 
deavour to keep yourself, on all occasions, 
in that general disposition of unreserved de- 
pendance on the spirit of grace^ which is a. 
continual death to self. Refuse nothing to 
God, and never anticipate him, with regard 
to those things in which you are as yet jg* 
norant of his will« Each day will bring its 
crosses and its sacrifices. When God d^iatt 
please to change your state, he wiH insensibly 
prepare you for it. My wish is, that God 
may destroy in you the whole life of selfrlove.. 

• Ox^ to be peribnncd by the help jof his g:race. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

IT is the Spirit of God that iastfanb^ 
accdmpHs^o the most arduoas tlungg* The 
dftaappoifttmcuts of life oYcrcome urn} its 
crosses deject ua; we wsnt patience and 
gentleiiess, cmt a gratle and atoidx eourage^ 
to render us capable to persuade others. 
God alone holds m his hsAd the hearts of 
men : he supports ours, and opens our neigh- 
bours. Exeept tic Zatdkcep the city^ the 
watcbman Viaketb in vain. Ps. cxxvii. 1. 
By depending <m the spirit e€ gf ace, you 
wiU do more in joar outward, duties, thaA 
by all your imeasy and eager atriyingak 
' I blest Ood for it, that you mrt tired of 
your own sp^it^ Woe to thitse wha ooor^ 
ftde in it. Blessed are they who, beio^ 
weary o£it^ seek repose intbe reaoneiatioii 
of stl£^k)ve« If after harving tasked the good«. 
Hess of God in retkr^nent, you should re» 
turn to what the world esteems an honest 
Ufe, you will tail rery low ; aod, fay a re- 
nibsness so un&ithfol to grace, witt deserve 
such a lossv i hope this will not attend you^ 
God loves yo«u.weU, seeing he gifves you nd 
peace in a medium between him and tint. 
workL God c^s us to all pevfectioiv and 
prepares us for it by tbe attraction of Us 
grace: wherefore Jesus Christ says to liiS 
disciples, Bf ye perfect^ M your father in 
Jbeawn i> perfect. Matlhetr iv. 48. And 
on tltts acGOunt he b^ tani^ us^ to pray. 
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Tiy will be done on earth', as it is in bea- 
ven. Matt.vu 10. AUaxe called to this per- 
fection on earth ; but the generalitjr are dis- 
mxyed^ and draw back. 
. Be not of the number of those who, hav- 
ing eaten of the manna in the wUdemess, re- 
^[retted the loss of the onions of Egypt. It 
IS perseveranoo akme that is crowned^ 



LETTER XXXV. 

. THE work of God is not done in us^ 
but by dispossessing us of ourselves, so as ta 
remove every resource of cmifidence and 
complacency in self-love. You wbh to find 
youraelfgood, upright, strong, andincapaw 
ble of every thing that is bad. If you should 
find ymiraelf in wis. state, you would be so 
much the worse, as you imagined yourself 
good. We should see ourselves poor, find 
nothing in ourselves but misery, despair of 
self, hope for nothing but in God, and ex-< 
ercise an hu^ible patience without flattery. 
As. to any thing dse, as these things whioj^i 
trouble you sure but inv<duntary sentiments, 
it suffices that the will is not consenting to 
them. By this you will gain the advantage of 
humiliation, without having the infidelity of 
«^erin^ to such corrupt sentiments. 

. Live in Jesus Christ, and livip for him. 
The chief thing for you is littleness : reserve 
nQtbing through couris^i or hwmaa wisdom* 
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Be teractable. Learn to bear wi& others, by 
bekig reduced to benr with yourself^ 



LETTER XXXVL 

To endeav&ur to raise ourselves up from 
the Remissness into wbicb we bavefaU 
len. 

I CANNOT, my dear daughter, say 
any thing more proper to you than the words 
of St. John to the angel, that b, the bishop 
of the church of Ephesus:....i?^m^in^^r, 
therefore^ from whence thou att falletp^ 
and repent ; and do the first works : or else 
I will eome unto thee quickly^ and will re- 
move thy candlestick out of his place. It 
is thus the Spirit of God loves men without 
flattering them ; he loves them, and threat, 
ens them. He does not even threaten them 
but through love. He alarms them with the 
view of trouble, to the end that men may not 
compel him to make them suffer. See how 
the most perfect men easily and by degrees 
fell away without great watchfulness. Here 
is th^ angel of one of the most holy churches 
<rf the east, in those days, when reli^on 
was in so flourishing a state : this angel fells ; 
he forgets his former love, his recollection, 
his prayer, his good works (in which he had 
formerly been employed) he grows remiss 
and dissipated At first his wandering and 
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ftA were imperceptible to himself* He says 
to himself, * In what have I done wrong f 

< Is not my conduct good and regular in the 

< sight of the woild f Is not s6me consola- 
*tion requisite ?' 

Thus are we ingenious to deceive cur- 
selves, and disguise our remissness. The Ho- 
ly Spirit says, 'Open your eyes, and seefrom 

* whence you are faHen. You are feflen be- 

* low your former place ! Remember your 

* peaceful solitude, your desire for recoUec- 
•tioB, and your faithfulness in avoiding 

* every thing that might efisturb it. If you 

* do not remember this, others have not for* 

* gotten it. Where is now this fervor ? 

* There is nothing to be seen but amu^- 

* ments without, and weariness within. 
^ When the amusements are over, yo«i are 

* like a different person.' 

It is thus people M by degrees, and nn* 
der plausible pretences, from a state of sin. 
cere death to self, into a remissness, wlwre 
they see spring up again the grossest proper- 
ties of self-love. You should reflect on Ae 
state from whence you are fallen* You 
should regret tfie loss of that first love which 
nourished your heart, and return to yo«r 
first works, which you have so stothftilly a- 
bandoned for the works of vanity. You 
should say with the prodigal son, / wf// 
arhe^ and go to my fatber^ and'milfsay U 
him^ Father^ 1 ka^ee stnned agmmt bt^- 
veriy andbefort tbee^ andainn{> morei^i^' 
thy u »e calttd thy s^n. If at ftraf you find 
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anj coldness in tUs path, receive it humbly, 
as a penance which you stand in great need 
of. If you fail to return quickly into his fii- 
therly bosom, this is what he will do : I will 
comey says he, and remove thy candlestick 
out of jbjs place. He will take from you the 
light yi/u tnake no U3e of, and will leave you 
in darkness. He will remove you from his 
precious graces, which you have so long 
trampled under foot, and give them to some 
other soul who is more simple, more tract- 
able, and more faithful.*. You must return 
to your reading, your prayers, your silence, 
your first simplicity, and lowliness. 



LETTER ;xxxvn. > , 

LOOK not futurity in the fece : fer we 
are bewildered and lost, when we dive into 
it. Our foresight only serves to disquiet 
us. Submit yourself daily. The subinife- 
sion of each day is the true daily bread.: We 
are fed, like Jesusi Christ, with the will of 
his Father, which Providence brings us for 
the present moment. This heavenly bread 
is like the manna. We must not lay it by 
in store. An uneasy and distrust&l man, 
who would gather for the next day, would 
see it immecuately corrupt. 

Submit yourself in all things that ard re- 
quired of you. Be simple aad lowly with- 
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out reasoning^ prepared for every thing, and 
adhering to nothing ; high, or low ; praised, 
or dispraised; enjoying the confidence of 
those wc live with, or being envied and 
suspected. Provided you have neither high-' 
mindedness,' self-wisdom, nor self-will in 
any thing, all will go well. This is a great 
deal, but not too much. Observe silence- 
as much as you can^ and mortify your 
spirit. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

I AM pleased to learn from yourself, 
that you are preserved in obedience, and en- 
joy that peace of God, which is inseparable 
from it* God will take care of every thing 
fyt you. Depend on him alone, and you 
will find in him every thing that is agreeable 
to his Spirit,... Remember the way of faith, 
which you have so much desired to follow, 
is not solids but so fer as it detaches us from 
persons, books and outward helps : in a word, 
from every thing that is not God, and his 
will. Once more then, be obedient ; and ob- 
serve silence as much as you can. 

The service of God consists not in words; 
nor vague thoughts, nor insensft)le affecti- 
ons, nor elevated ideas ; but in good works. 
*Tt) be silent, to obey, to restrain, ourselves, 
to renounce in aiUhe most difficult cases our 
own taste, as weu^ts^-our will, to embrace 
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the cross, and think that by it alone we can 
find God, isthe truth of the kingdom of God 
in us. This is worshipping him inspirit and 
in truth. 

As to your defects, I am not surprised at 
them ; but I thank God you see them without 
flattering yourself, or being discouraged by 
them« Always be:Courageous, and strive 
to CQoquer yourself : but do it without vex^ 
ation, ,and without dependance on your own 
strength. Let your defects prove of advan- 
tage, by their humbling you, at the same 
tinie not delaying to correct tbenu 



ggqegsgi aM iii i ii- 

LETTER XXXIX; i A'. 

I HOPE^ my dear niece, that God, who 
has called you to train up your sisters, will 
* deliver.you firom your own spirit, and give 
you his Spirit to perform his work. The 
work of God is love, and to die to yourself, 
that he ak>ne may live in you. . Ought you 
not to die to yourself, in order to help others 
to the same happy experience ? Ought you 
not to love, in order to inspire others with 
love ? No instruction is effectual, but by ex- 
ample. Begin then by doing, and afterwards 
you may instruct. Action speaks and per- 
suades :. words alone are but vanity. 

Be patient. with those who. advance but 
slowly ; therpwill be danger of discouraginif 
them by your impatience : the more occasi- 
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on you have for power^ the more care 70U 
must take to join with it mildness and con- 
aobtioD.... Suffer : it is only by the cross we 
receivelheSpirit of Jesus Christ, andhispow- 
er to win souls* Superiors, without crosses, 
are barren to bring forth children of grace. 
A cross, weU borne, acquires authority, 
ttid ^ves a Uessmg to all we do. It is by suf- 
fering we learn to have compassion, and to 
minister consolation. Sp^ little, hear 
much, think more of knowing the d^posi* 
tion of those under you, that you may pro- 
portion yourself to tibeir necessities, than of 
ss^ng mie things to them* 

Show an openness of heart, and make 
eadi one see, by experience, that there is 
safety and consolatioa in opening her mind 
to you. Avoid all seventy ; correct even 
with mildness and discretion. Be slow vx 
deciding, Jbut be resolute. 

Correct yourself that you ms^ be able to 
correct others. Let them tell you your feults, 
and believe what they say with regard to 
those which self-love may conceal from 
you. 



LETTER XL. 

YOUR want of health a Uttle disturbs 
me ; but I hope the country air, with some 
exercise, and true repose of mind, will re* 
store it to you. As to mysdf, I am like a 
skeleton, that walks and speaks, but sleeps 
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and eats little. An extensive diocese is a 
heavy burden at sixty -three. I have a great 
deal too much business, and you have per- 
haps not enough to keep you from being 
weary : invent some employ, which may 
revive your spi/its* The days are tedious, 
though the years are short. 

Consider, if you were in the gay world, 
you iVould hear a great deal of wicked dis- 
course ; you would see many troublesome 
and despicable people with distinguished 
names; you would be surrounded with 
snares and infectious examples : you would 
not think seriously either of God, yourself, 
your death, nor your salvation : you would 
beoome, like others, intoxicated, and har- 
dened. Is it not better to remain in some 
degree of affliction at a distance from the 
world, uAder the hand of God, who will 
make you taste the. consolations of religion; 
and disengage you from the &lse satisfactions 
he deprives you of? The world only ^es 
pleasures of vanity. Besides, it is full of 
thorns, troubles, ungenerous proceedings, 
and deceit&l people ; we must be very much 
depraved, when living fetr fronvevil is pain- 
ful ta.us. For three pr fbiir years, 1 sa\« 
here a great part of the army, and the court. 
Though I bad many instances of their civility, 
I find myself much eased by their absence. 

Shake oflf the yoke, of su perfluity ; be rich 
without money. .: You. ore happy if you dc^ 
spise, for the love of God, all you ape iib t ih 
possession of» . . : ■ , Q -2; \ * ■ 
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EXTRACTS 



PHOJI 



LETTERS, 

PUBLISHED irrr* 



LETTER I. 

THE loss which we have had of so ma- 
ny relations and friends, my dear sister, de^ 
Clares to us that this life is only borrowed, 
9Bid that God alone essentially possesseth im- 
mortality. What ought to be our comfort 
is, that we shall be re-united in him, if we 
attach ourselves constantly to him. 

The troubles you speak of ought to be 
more precious than pleasures, if you have 
fiuth. Calvary is in this world the general 
station of a Christian ; and if he sometimes 
mounts upon Tabor, it is only for an in- 
stant* 

I am very gkd to h£i,ve such good accounts 
of little MidMtL It is a plant, which will 
produce excellent fruit, if carefully cultiva- 
ted. Much depends on a happy culture* 
We become eveiy thing or nothmgi accord- 
ing^ to the education we receive. 
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You regret that we do not sec one ano- 
ther ; but neither our figures mor our words 
form our friendship : provided 'our affecti- 
ons and thoughts unite us, what signifies 
our persons bein^ at a distance ? Wten we 
love one another m God, we see one another 
always, for God is every where : he ought 
to l>e the centre of all our sentiments, as he 
is of our souls. 

I embrace you most cordially, and set an 
high value on your letters ; thcjr' recM the 
memory of a father I knew but too little, 
and of a mother whose life was a constant 
lesson of virtue. I am beyond all expressi- 
on a most affectionate, &c« 



LETTER II. 



EVERY person who is truly pious, is 
patient, gentle, and humble ; unspecttng of 
ill, never splenetic, and conceals, when he 
cannot excuse, the faults of his neighbour. 
True devotion is chari^, and without it 
nothing we can do is ot use to salvation. 
False dev/Otees do little less injury to Ac 
cause of religion, than the openly frofiuic; 
always ready to kindle against those who do 
not agree with them in their humours and" 
opinions, they are agitated by a restless, 
impetuous, persecuting zeal ; and ar^ com- 
monly either fenatical or superstitious, hy- 
pocrites, or ignonant. Jesus Christ does riat^ 
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^pMte tbem in. the gospel^ that he majr teach 
us to be, OA our gua^d against them. 



_ LETTEH ni. 

' I WAS too much the friend of your £i- 
ther, and am too much your friend, to suf- 
fer you to go astray as you now dp, without 
reciuling you to yourself. Is it possible that 
that dear, child, whom I have seen so gentle, 
good and virtuous in his Other's house, lias 
so totally forgot what he was.^ as to beconvc 
rude, insolent, and irreligio.us ? It. is with 
the utmost difficulty I can persuade myself 
that it is so ; but I am so often assured of 
it, and by the company with whom you as-- 
sociate, that I can no longer doubt. 

I beg of you to come and see me, and in 
the effusions of a heart which tenderly loves 
you, I will say to you, not wh^t anger in- 
spikes, riot what prejudice suggests, not 
what isj l^itter in xeproacbcis but all the sin- 
cerest attachment can dictajte, tp, withdraw 
.ypu from that abyss into whiph ba^ co^ipa- 
ny has hurried you^ 

You will neither find me an imperious 
monitor, nor an angj:y pedagogue, but a 
friend, a brother, who will speak to you ai* 
he would to himself, with the same lenity 
and the §ame calmness. I know tlugt youth 
is fiery, and that there is great difficulty iu 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



189 

1 

escaping from the ways of the worid, when 
we are rich, and given up ta passions. But 
do not honour, decency, reaison, and religion 
speak more powerfully than the appetites 
and senses. 

What is man, my dear friend, if he takes 
no counsel but of his corrupted heart ? Alas ! 
I find within me, as well as you find in your- 
self, wherewithal to lead me astray, if I did 
not hearken to my conscience and my duty ; 
for illusion and corruption are the only por- 
tiond of humanity. 

I expect you with the greatest impatience, 
to stretch forth my arms, and embrace you. 
We will bewail together the loss of a fiither, 
who was so necessary to you ; I wtH endear 
vour to give you such adVice, as to make 
lum live again in you, by the excellence of 
your morals. Do not disgrace his meihory, 
by the scandal of a disorderly life. 

If you will drign to hearken to me, I am 
confident^ that the plan of life wMch I shall 
trace out to you, will restore every thiftg as 
. it should be. Do not be afl*aid ; God will 
inspire us: God does not abandon those 
who return to him. 

I shall not ^ abroad to-morroW) that I 
may receive you. 
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LETTER IV. 

IS it possiUe, my dear sir, that you 
not onl^ did not come to me, as I requested 
you would, but that you took care to be de- 
nied when I came to see you ? Alas ! what 
would your father say, to whom you prom- 
ned in hU dying moments, that you would 
place entire confidence in iny advice, and 
that you would always make it your duty to 
cultivate my friendship ? Once more, what 
would he say ? Am not I the same person 
w})0 have carried you so often in my anas, 
who with the greatest pleasure have seen ycm 
grpwipg, w|io Iw^ve g^ven you ygur first in« 
structioQS| and to whom you have testified 
the strongest attachment ? 

Would you have mt £dl upctn my knee&» 
to induce yoxk to restore to mc your friend^ 
ship? I W|U do so;..«nathing^hall be too 
piuch; ^r mev when I am to roc^ a Mend 
to. hisfiduty^ 

If jxm had not a noble heart, and a good 
understanding, I shoubl despair of your re- 
formation, and of my own advice ; but you 
Ijave inherited a soul formed for virtue, and 
an uncommon, sagacity. Do you imagine 
that it can be a pleasure to me to find &ult 
with you ? None but false devotees find sa- 
tisfiiction in putting themselves into a pas- 
sion. I have happily read the gospel, which 
is the rule both of your conduct and mine, 
enough to know how Jesus Christ received 
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sinners, and how attentive we^ ought to be' 
not to extinguish the smoking lamp, nor to' 
break the bruised reed. I have tiot forgot 
that John the Evangelist got on Itorseback,' 
notwithstanding his advanced age, 'to search 
after a young man whom he had bred up^' 
and who avoided him. Besides, halve not 
you long known me for a man who is nei- 
ther haughty nor peevish, and who can com- 
passionate human frailty ? The more you 
avoid me, the more I shall think you guilty. 
Do not hearken to your companions, but 
let your heart speak, and I shall instantly 
see you. Mine prompts me never to aban- 
don you ; I will persecute you because I 
love you, and I will give you no rest till we 
are reconciled. 

It is because I ami yoiir b^st friend that t 
seek to find you, at a time when scarce any 
of your relations will hear your name men-* 
tioned. 

If you dread my remonstrances, I shall 
say nothing to you, because I shall, be con- 
vinced that you will accuse yourself, and «al- 
low me no time to speak; try at least one 
visit; and if that is not agreeable, you shall 
not see me more,. But I know your hearty, 
I know my own, and I am certain that after 
one interview, you will have no desire to 
leave me. 

lought to have a greater ascendency over 
your mind, who have kopwn you these 
twenty years, thaw all the young associates, 
who surround you, to devour your estate, 
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wd are your friends only to ruiii your heidth 
and reputation. 

If my tears can affect yon, I assure you 
they flow ^ this instant, and from the most 
precious motives in the world ; religion and 
friendship. Come and dry them up, it will 
prove to me that you still remember your £i* 
ther, and are sensible to the distress of a 
ftieud. 
. Feb. X, irso. 



LETTER V. 



IT is not easily expressed, my dearest 
friend, how much your three visits have 
comforted. my soul. The tears }'ou.shed in 
my presence ; the affecting manner in which 
you promised me to amend your past life, 
and endeavour seriously to re-enter into fa- 
vour with God ; cannever be effacedfrom my 
memory, nor from my heart. 

I always said to myself, ^ He hath had a 

* Christian education ; he will return to his 

* duty ; I shall see him again; his wandermgs 

* are but a storm, wmch will disperse.' 
,God be prjdsed, the calm is returned ! It is 
not to me, but to . him alone, that you 
should be thankful. 

Since you wish that I should lay down a 
plan to guide you, I shall simply trace out 
such a one as my weak understanding, but 
strong friendship, inspires^ It shall be short. 
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V 

The oommandments of God may be reduc- 
ed to a few words. Precepts that are clear 
and founded upon reason, as well as happi- 
ness, have no need of commentary or disser- 
tation. 

Read every morning the parable of the 
Prodigal Son, and likewise some religious 
books in the course of the day ; not like a 
slave to finish his task, but as a child of God, 
who returns to his father, and hopes e^ery 
thing from his mercy. 

Make it a duty to scatter some charities 
every day into the bosoms of the poor,. tha{ 
you may repair the wrongs you have done 
them, in squandering on criminal pleasures 
and superfluities what was due to them, Re^ 
nounce those companions who have estcangi. 
ed you ffdm God, firom yoiarself, and froita 
your true friends ; and form such new con* 
nections as honour, decency, and religion, 
may avow. It is easy to dismiss debauched 
associates, without affronting them. Speak 
openly to them of the plan of life you mean 
to pursue ; propose to them to follow it J 
talk to them only of regretting the past, and 
forming good resolutions for tjie future; and 
they will soon disappear : or, if they rqiturn, 
it will be a proof that they have altered their 
conduct ; and, then instead of shunning 
them, receive them with more pleasure than 
€^'tu • .' ' 

Take an exact account of your debts and 
your income, and by your economy you will 
- '.•;; •• R 
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find "whcifewith \o pay yctrr cre<^tors. A 
maA is ai^Vays rich, when he is in the habit 
of depfriving himself of indulgetices ; ^s he 
is always poor, while he ifefbses himself no'^ 
thing. 

When opportunities oflTer of enjoying a 
little society, do not refuse them ; becafuse 
you may be properly employed there, and 
because you wiH be secured from ther^illeiy 
of the world, which is fond of turning piety 
into ridicule. 

Dismiss the servants who Were accom- 
plices in your intrigues, and sharers in your 
guilt. Although, after having exposed them 
to scandal, it would be proper to set them 
a good example ; yet it is to be dreaded, 
from the knowledge of your weakness, that 
they might lay snares to lead you back infto 
the road of perdition. 

With yotir new domestics, whose abili- 
ties and fidelity have been properly recois* 
mended to you, you should live as a master 
who knows the duties of humanity ; as a 
Christian who knows that we are equal in the 
«ight of God, notwithstanding the inequali^ 
'of conditions. You will set them none biit 
.good examples ; watch over their manners, 
without cither being a tyrant or a spy ; and 
attach them to you by your gentleness and 
your beneficence. Nothing can be so flat- 
tering as to^ render those , happy who live 
with us* 

You must think of taking seme charge 
upon you, which wiSgive you employment. 
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We always do amiss whea we do nothing, 
£xamiaeyour understanding, consult your 
tA9te> ^k youjr heart ; but above aH, ad* 
dress yourself to God, that you may knoiff 
what is fit fo* you, 

Ywr friends wiU think of marrying you, 
and it is my advice not to defer it too long. 
Marriage, when made with purity of hearty 
jpreservos young people from a multitude of 
clangers ; but do not reckon upon my chu^ * 
sing a, wife for you. Your rdation, with 
whom I have happily reconciled you^ b a 
IDAH of sense, honesty, and integrity, and 
in a situation to marry you properly. Reli- 
gion and reason ought to be consulted more 
than inclination, in an establisment that is 
|o last for life. We rarely see marriages 
happy; which have no. other motive than 
iQve. 

I do not speak to you of your expenses, 
nor of your table : with such prin9iplcs as I 
laid dpwq, th^y must he moderate. 

Above all things, let there be no excess 
in your piety : take no violent courses ; they 
wiU be a means of your relapsing. ' I'he 
wounds of the seul are not to be healed by a 
hasty repetitipn of prayers, but by labouring 
to reform the heart. The generality of sin- 
ners, for want of this method, pass their 
lives in ofiFending God, and then confessing 
their sins. 

Avoid the hypocrite as well as the dissi- 
pated ; both the one and the other will hiRr 
der you from arriving at the pokit we pro*- 
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pose. I will not look upon you as a convert, 
till you have been a long time proved. It 
is not easy to pass from libertinism to the 
practice of virtue/ 

Behold, my dear son, my dearest friend, 
what I thought is my duty to sketch out for 
you. I could not use more tenderness, if 
you were my own.* It will trouble^me great- 
ly, if the resolutions you so lately entered 
' into, in my presence, should vanish. What 
encourages me is, that you are a man of truth, 
that you have a regard for me, and are fully 
convinced that I sincerely wish you w«M ; 
and in the last place, tliat you have found a 
disorderly life to be an assemblage of vexati- 
on, torment, and remorse. 

Hearken to the voice of a father crying to 
yoi^ as from the bottom of the tomb, that 
there is no happiness in this world but for 
the friends of God; and charging you to 
keep the promise you formerly made to him, 
of living, with the help of heaven, the life of 
a good Christian. 

Nov. 90, 1750. 



LETTER VI. 

Madak, 

IT is undoubtedly very distressing to 
^'(Qur dear relation, that you will not be re- 
conciled to him, notwithstanding his visits 
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and the humble and affecting letter ht has 
written to ][0u. Is it thus God Almighty- 
deals with us ? What will the world think 
of your piety, when they see you so exaspera- 
ted as to reject the prodigal son f For my 
part, I flew to him as soon as I knew that 
he was gone astray, and IhopcGgd vc^ill re- 
ward me for it. 

You are always repeating, Madam, that 
he has lost a great deal of money, and that 
he is a bad man. But what is even the loss' 
of gold, that you should so much regret it.' 
You ought only to be grieved at. the abuse* 
of so many good qualities as h^ possesses ; 
and think, if he is really a bad man, that he 
has more need than ever of advice, and the 
example of the truly good; 

It is having a vtry bad idea of religion, to 
forsake a yovrig man, because he has com- 
mitted some. errors.^. 

Ah t'how do you Icnow, that this bad 
man will not next day be acceptable in the 
sight of God, while your services may by 
nb means please him; for truty one gram of 
pride is sufficiHit to spoil the best actions. 
The Pharisee^ who fasted two days, ift the 
wtek, was rejected'; and the Publican, who 
humbled himself,. "Vvra^ justifiect. ' 

Charity, with regard to all men, and al- 
ways charity f This I shall never cease to re- 
peat, as perfectty agreeable to the morals 
laifght in ev^rj^ Chj'istran school. 

' ■ K 'R 2 ■ 
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If the mercy of God depended upon cer- 
tain devotees, sinners would be much to be 
pitied : &lse devotion knows nothing but aa 
exterminating zeal ; while God, full of pa- 
tience, gentleness, and forbearance, waits 
the amendment of all those who have gone 
astray. 

Even the blood of Christ implores your 
forgiveness ; and it is not having a proper 
respect for him, to refuse your dear relation 
admittance into your house. You are not 
ignorant that there is more joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repentetb^ than over 
ninety and nine just persons^ that need no 
repentance. Besides, will you contmue your 
resentment, while the angels rejoice I that 
would be a shocking sort of piety indeed ! 

It is not for us to decide, whether the 
heart of a man, who appears to have entered 
seriously into himself, is^truly changed. Be- 
sides, as God alone can know the truth, we 
ought to presume that he ha& reformed* 
Would you think it just in your neighbours^ 
who are the witnesses of your good works, 
if they supposed that you acted only from 
pride ? Let us leave to the Searcher of all 
hearts to pronounce what are the motives pf 
our actions. The brother of the^rodigal son 
is condemned in the eyes of religion and 
humanity, for not being properly i^ected at 
his return. 

If my letter, contrary to my intention^ 
appears a little severe, I iDCg you wiH think 
I speak in such a manner, less on your rela* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



199 

tion'6 account thsa% your own ; .for your sal- 
vation depends upon it. Will you not par- 
don him, when you have reason to presume 
tiiat God Almighty hath pardoned him i I 
cannot think it. 

I am with respect. Sec. 

Feb. 5, 1751. 



LETTER VII. 

THE Seas will very soon separate us ; 
l^ut such is the lot of this life» that some are 
scattered to the extremities of the world, 
while others remain always in the same plaqe. 

If you have not laid in an ample stock of 
piety, I shall be exceedingly in fear for 
you, on a passage where ^1 the words you 
hear will not be those of edification ; and in 
a country where all the examples presented 
to you, will not be found the most correct 
models of virtue. America is the earthly pa-' 
radise, where they frequently eat the forbid* 
den firuit. The serpent is continually preach, 
ing upon the. love of riehes and pleasures, 
and the warmth of the climate sets the passi* 
ons in commotion. 

We are not able to restrain our passions 
.wh^n we perceive no other superior but 
God, unless a lively ftith be the principle of 
our actions. 

I persuade mysejf, that you will frequent- 
ly beg of God to give you strength to sup. 
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port 700 against sdl^inds of<{angers. Think 
that he wiU be as near you in America as iii 
£air(^ ; that his eye seetih ey^ where ; his 
justice' judgeth ali 9 and that it ii for him 
you ought to act. Lead a diligent aAd re^ 
gular life ; for, should you 4)nce be possess- 
ed with a spirit of indolence, you will soon 
be beset by the vices> without being able ta 
defend yourself. 

Never suffer one word tp . pass your Hpa 
which can be interpreted against religion or 
morals. Even those who seemin^^ly applaud,, 
will, in fact, despise you^ 

I will pray for you to him who ebmm^rids 
the waves, who calms the tempests, and 
who doth not abandon his people wherever 
found. What comforts me is, that souls 
know no distance ; for by the ties of religion 
and the heart, we are fillways neighbours to.= 
one another. • • ^ 

Adieu, and adieu!...! tenderly tmbrace 
you !: 



I V LETTER Vm. 

WELL, my dear friend, what are yovt 
doing ? It is a long time since I saw you : 
I certainly do riot dteserve to be deprived of 
that pleasure. .i. You know that I willingly 
quit my pen, my employment, and my 
books, when you come to see me. ' 
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They who come to vfch us, twive no oc^ 
casion for our studies, nor our business. I 
have always made it a law to receive every 
person well who honours ihe with a visit, 
even the man that comes to importune me ? 
it is sufficient that he is tny nq^boun Now 
judge, after this, if you will be well received; 

It is almost eighteen days since I saw- ■■ " ; 
I am afraid, but I dare not tell you, that-^— 
the art of being silent is a great virtue : hap- 
py they who say nfothingfout what they ought 
to speak ! Accustom yourself to be secret, 
witliout affecting discretion. Never Employ 
finesse ; it is a viretched resource, ineclm- 
patibk with probity, and easily discovered. 

I will tell you more when we meet; but 
let it be soon. 

I am, without reserve, your servant and 
best friend. 



ett9 



LETTER IX. 

THE education you propose giving 
your children, will be only a varnish, if it 
is not foil nded on religion. There are some 
occasions, in the course of life, where pro- 
bity is not sufficiently strong to resist cer- 
tain temptations ; and Where the soul is de- 
based, if it is not elevated by the firm belief 
of immortality. 

It is necessary for the wisdom and hap- 
piness of man, that he should have a view 
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of the D^Uy JBrom liis teodiereBt la&ncf^ as 
the pjntnc^k wd %h^ ^»d of all things : and 
iQttson and iiitb should tcU him, that it is 
desceodihg to the rmk cif beiLsts.ta be witk^ 
out esdker worsl^ or kw^ 

It is aot 1^ an, atttmUon to trifliog cere^ 
moues^ that you will mak,9 your childrcta 
tra^ ChrktiMSi^ Christiiixity is the gKalsest 
^lemy to .plKirisaieal TCftl aiid si^perstatioQ^ 

You sheiuild tal^e a geat d<»l of p^uis to 
cievaAe^bie sonh of y^w thveo young people^ 
and tMk Qon vinoe them^ tbM the greatest pka^ 
awQ of maa is to fefiQct,^^^^]^ to he eonscious 
of hts. exjistenoew This is a pdwsure so suhn 
lime, and so worthy of aA he4>9enly a|ui::yi^ 
that I iook upon him who k^ows nol dds 
happiness, as a wretched, or, at least> an 
inscnsiUe being* 

A few, but solid books, will make your 
children well-informed Christians* Let 
them be read less with an intention to fix 
them in the memory, than to crave them on 
the heart. It is not necessary to form young 
people to defend a thesis, but to be obliged^ 
as ratio^ial^^pe^tures, to^convinoe ttiem^elves 
ef t?ternal truths. , 

You ^wM wateh oarf &Uy to preserve 
Hmm apoUesis^ not by employing infornaera 
and spies, but by haying ypur cjarsi and 
your eyes every where to imitate the Doity, 
whom we da not sw, but whit) seeth over 
aU. 

Be leas ^ master than the friend of your 
children 5 otid th«si they will be transpare^it ' 
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to yonar eyes, und evwi td their Wnrits them- 

sidves, Yoimg folks hwre 'often toM me 
their griefs and their ierrbrs^ because I al- 
ways treat them wiA i^irihdness* The!y will 
give ytfa the kfcy ttf their 'fae&tft, nt^en they 
find tihtrt: yc5u ^ncerely wiBhthem well, and 
that it is a pain to yon to reprove them* 

Take care what servant^ yoa admit ai)oat 
ydnr x^ldren-; it isge^semlly ihtoB^thexn 
tfiat you are cwrufrt^. 

A^nage so as to have an ahiiaUe sei^ky 
constantly shkirng6n yoiir fiice^ andinyouf 
eyes ; and Aat every thing be done as you 
would hafve it, without restni^nt or fear. 

Attach pleasures to every kind of studhf 
which yoti (propose. for your sons^ by exci-. 
ting a desire df knowledge, and an impiti* 
ence of ignorande. 

Take care that they have relaxation ih>m 
their stucBes, that their mehiories and jufig 
ments may not grow tired. 

Instruct them, by making them l6vc your 
documents, not by the fear of punishments ; 
and for this purpose take <ta3re to enlivtai them 
bysomelitde histories, which ttiay aw^aken 
attention* 

Lestming is like food. The stomach of a 
child requires light nourishment ; and it is 
only by degrees that he is accustomed to 
more solid or substantial diet. 

When your chi^ren have acquired the age 
Of maturity, then is the time to speak to 
them, as a fKend, of the' noihingness of the 
pleasures in which the world places its hap- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 

piness ; of ^6 misfortunes in which they en- 
gs^ u& ; the remocse they excite ; the injury 
they do, both to body and soul ; the abyss 
they dig under our steps, while they appear 
only to scatter flowers. It will be no difficult 
matter for you to point out to them the dan- 
gerous rocks of sensuality, by expressions 
or striking examples ; and to persuade them, 
that without idleness, the greater part of the 
pleasures, to which people addict themselves 
so immodlerately, would have no attsactions. 
In idleness, as in sleep, they fiM^m to them- 
selves the most brilliant ideas, and represent 
many agreeable chimeras which have no ex- 
istence. 

When a son is persuaded that a &ther 
talks only reason to him, and solely from 
tenderness, he hearkens to him, and his ad- 
vice produces the best effects. 

Lastly, after having erected this edifice, 
there still remainjs what is difficult to deter- 
mine ; I mean the choice of a profession. 
This is commonly the touchstone of fathers 
and mothers, and the most critical point for 
children. If you. will be persuaded by me, 
you will give them a year to themselves to 
reflect upon the kind of life that suits them ; 
before you speak to them of one employment 
in preference to another. The good educa- 
tion they will have, received, the knowledge 
they will have acquired, will naturally lead 
tbem to a happy issue ; and there will be good 
reason to hope they will then decide for them- 
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selves, according to their inclinations, and 
according to reason. 

It will then be necessary to speak fre- 
quently to them of the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the different conditions of life^ 
and to let them know how muqh their tem- 
poral and eternal interest is concerned in the 
faithful discharge of their duty. 

After these precautions, and after havitig 
often implored the assistance of heaven, your 
sons will enter steadily upon the plan of life 
they have chosen ; and you will have the con- 
solation of being able to say, that you have 
regarded their inclinations^ and their liberty. 

Since Providence has given you wealth, 
you shoiikl support your sons according to. 
their condition ; letting them^ however, al- 
ways feel some wants, and keeping them 
always within the bounds of moderation, to 
teach them, that this life is not the state of 
our happiness, and that the higher they are 
raised, the less ought they to become proud. 
Take care to give them money, that they 
may learn from yourself not to become mi- 
sers, and that they may have it in their pow- 
er to assist the unfortunate. It will be pro-, 
per to observe, with yaur own eyes, the use 
they make of it ; and if you find them ad- 
dicted either to avarice or prodigality, you 
should lessen their allowance. 

Lastly, my de^ and respectable friend, at- 
tend more to the hearts thkn the understand- 
ings of your sons : if the heart is good, all 
S 
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will go well. Circumstances must teach you 
how to govern them; you should appear 
sometimes indulgent, at other times severe, 
but always just and candid. Those young 
people who will not be wise, are distressed 
when they arc reproved with a spirit of equi- 
ty, because they find, against their inclina- 
tion, they cannot reply. 

Leave them a liberal freedom, so that their 
father's hoiise may not be their last choice ; 
it is necessary that they should be happier 
there than elsewhere, and find those plea- 
sures w^hich may reasonably be expected 
fi-om a parent, who, though a friend to or- 
der, is indulgent from affection. 

May God heap his blessings upon them ! 
The education which you will give them 
must blossom to eternity. There it is that 
parents reap the fruit of the good advice they 
have given to their children, and that wor- 
thy fethers find themselves with their wor- 
thy sons, to be for ever happy. 

Aug. 16, 1753. 



LETTER X. 

WHAT Jias been said with regard to 
the person in question, is only founded on 
envy and malice. Is there a man in office, 
or a man who hath written, that has notene- 
mies i Libels and satires make an impression 
only upon we^ heads ; and you will ob- 
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serve, that the most vicious and spotted 
characters are always most ready to believe 
calumny, and shew the greatest reluctance 
to see those whom they have offended. 

Prejudice, however, is so common, that 
many recommendations are wanted to deter- 
mine a man in office in favour of any person ; 
but there needs one word only to make him 
change, or to provoke him. This is the 
strongest proof of the depravity of the hu- 
man heait. '' 

We should be obliged to see nobody, 
were we to shut our doors against all who 
have been ill spoken of. We ought to b^ 
very careful to avoid judging rashly. It is 
shameful to pass sentence against our bro- 
ther, when we have not sufficient proofs to 
accuse him. 

Many think they ought piously to give 
credit to ajl the evil which is spoken of their 
neighbour.. They pretend to be ignorant 
that God hath expressly comxnanded us not 
to judge, lest w^e be judged ; and that it is 
less criminal in his eyes, to commit fault3 
which we repent of, than to accuse our 
brethren rashly. 

The first rule of Christian charity is to 
believe no ill, if we have not seen it ; and 
not to publish it, if we* have seen it. 
Besides, if he whom they would prevent 
you from seeing, seeks the society of good 
people, it is a proof he is not such a liber- 
tine ,1 as they pretend, or that he is inclined 
to reform. Perhaps his salvation depend* 
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upon the good example you will set him ; 
therefore I would not have you reject him. 
Charity does not judge like the world; 
because the world almost never fails to judge 
amiss. 



LETTER XL 

THE giving of alms is not sufficient to 
please God, for charity extends over all; 
you should not oppress your tenants, nor 
molest your vassak : they who with the 
greatest severity exact trifles, which they 
ought to despise, have not a proper sense of 
religion. Christianity is unacquainted with 
that sordid interest which is attentive to lit* 
tie things ; and they have only the bark who 
are always upon the ^^^tch with their tenants, 
for fear of being cheated. Thi^ heart is be- 
come too earthly, when it is over-anxious 
about worldly matters. 

Why torment yourself so solicitously a- 
bout the things that perish ? The kingdom 
of Jesus Christ should have worshij^crs in 
spirit and in truth, whose hearts are not con- 
tracted by a self-interested conduct, and 
views merely carnal. 

I am troubled when I see people of for- 
tune living in dread of want, and, tliough 
very rich, often much more attached to a 
dirty piece of gold than a poor labourer 
would be. 
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I dare add^ Sir, that all your works of dc- 
votion will be absolutely uareless, if you do 
not detach yourself entirely £rom the things 
of this W()rl4 ; and cease to be the tyrant of 
your debtors, by a greediness after riches. 
It is better to forego aright, than to recover 
it by oppression. The spirit of justice, 
which you plead in your favour, has no con- 
nection with continual distrust, with appre- 
hensions about future want, and fi-equent 
wran^ings. 

If there are some dispute^ between you 
and your tenants, settle them more to their 
advantage than your o\yn; it is conformable 
to the advice of Jesus Christ, who orders 
u^f if.tl\?y .?wk Qur.cloak,^ to give our coat 
alsp, . An your superfluities, and even a 
part of your; necessaries, on urgent occasi- 
ons, belong to the poor ; so that you will be 
gyilty if j5rou accumulate. These are harsh 
tr^th^, but tliQ la^w wa9 not made by me. 



LETTER XH. 

AT sight of the ideas, with which you 
^ve filled the work which you have com- 
nmnicated to me, my thoughts upon that 
subject were roused, and, according to my 
slender abilities, I formed an idea of man, 
such as he is^ and such as he ought to be. 
I see hiiti^ ^^t one and the same time, so Ut- 
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tie, and so great ; so weak, ^nd so strong ; 
that I have T^een at once, both vain and ex- 
cessively humbled, 

Man presents himself under so many dif- 
ferent aspects, he unites samahy contradic- 
tions, that he must necessarily appear to be 
a creature entirely celestial, or a being en- 
tirely animal. By his soul, he stands in the 
most glorious and iritimdte relWibnto the 
Deity, By his body, in the most humbling 
and m.ost striking manner doth he participafte 
in non-entity. In the first view, he is k light 
which delights by itsf)uriy ; in the second, 
a night which terrifies by its darkness. 

Christianity, secure frbm every destruc- 
tjive shoal, by always keeping a just medium, 
points out to us man upon earth, and in the 
bosom of God, as in a double centre; whence 
we issued, and to which we must return. 

The looks which every infent raiste to 
heaven fi-om the moment of its birth, ib^ 
tears with which it bedews its cradle, in a 
striking manner prove its origin to be at 
once terrestrial and divine. If its soul, like 
a budding flower, expands by insensible de- 
grees, the reason is, that it depends upon a 
body sluggish in its progressions* 

At last, the time pomes when reason 
pierces its way, and at first is only a spark, 
which either kindles a deatructive. flame, or 
produces a lively and beneficial light, accord- 
ing to the manner in which it is guided, 
and the objects to which it is attadied^ I 
speak here of the passions, the appetites^ 
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and education^ whidli ate so many influenoci 
acting tJLpon ihati, with different d^oes of 
vigour; If sensible tilings acquiredaminion 
over him, {le becomes uit miserable slave of 
every surrounding object ; itj on the Gonir;a^ 
ry, he be governed by S|>ir]tual things, he is 
monarch of himself, tod his reason shines 
forth in all its lustre. Then God always ^- 
pears present tO'him,* and the creatures are 
in his eyes only perishable blessings, which 
he must use as if he used them not* 

We ought to regard, as a particular Ues« 
sing of Providence, the happiness of being 
bom under a government which rectifies our 
thoughts, and in the bosom of a family which 
instructs us in the prmciples of virtue. 

One thing is certain, that every man, in 
whatever region he may be bom, • owes a dui 
ty to God, to his neighbour, and to his coun* 
try : if he bebnly a private citizen, he ought 
to strive, by his labour and his talents, to 
render himself useful to the community. 

If of an elevated rank, he owes a tribute to 
the public, which must be paid, either by 
his applicfation to aiffairs, or by his benefit 
cence. 

The m^n conversant with himself, lives al* 
most perpetually in an enemy's country : 
boiling blood, a wandering imagination; 
eontradlctory desires, fiery passions, raise an 
int^estine war, often attended with sad con- 
sequences. 

He who desires to guide himself by the 
rules of wisdom, must pass his life in a con- 
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tinual struggle : far. ihus there arc two 
men, the terrestrial and the spiritual, who 
are ihoessanlly at war, and agree 9r>ly when 
enlightened reason is the pilot ; and an up- 
right heart the helm* ; ' 

Each of us ought to erect^.a throne to the 
Deity, in his^ own he^rt ; otherwise it be- 
comes a chaos, without order or symmetry. 

The soul, surrounded by<4he senses, re- 
sembles a king encircled by his guards ; but 
if this sentinel sUsfFers himself to be forced, 
and be. not attentive to repulse those vices 
that would usurp the ^pyereignty, and make 
themselves masters of the place, then dotl^ 
man groan in the nK)st cruel anarchy. 

Hence comes it, that matjerialist^ and vi- 
cious men are w numerous. The germ, of 
immortality is chpked, and the soul is nu 
terly disregarded, while thej^ blindly follow 
the torrent of the passions. In vain doth 
she employ the voice of her faithful monitor^ 
conscience. They withdraw from her the 
obedience \yhich is_her due; and openly 
treat as a qhimera, that purely intellectual 
subst^iice which may be justly called the 
mother of oiir thoughts, of our reasonings,, 
and* our affections • 

It >vas necessary that man {sjhpuld be at the 
s/ame time terresti^ial and spiritual, in order 
to answer his destination, according to the 
\vill of the Deity, Withput ^ body he could 
not have enjoyed the material world, of which 
he wa$ to be an inhabitant ; without a SQul, 
he. would haye.been incapable pf Jthe ki>ow-. 
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ledge and possession of his Creator. As a 
mixed being, he is at once subordinate to 
the elements, and superior to the universe. 
Without man, the earth is only a vast de- 
sert ; let us give it a juster epithet, it is only 
a grave : it requires his hand for its cukiva- 

' tjon ; his society to be inhabited ; so that, 
with reason she looks up to him ashertiias- 
ter and sovereign. Accordingly she is atten- 
tive to acknowledge his supremacy and his 
care, by offering him, according to the 
course of the seasons, the most beautiful 
flowers, and the most excellent fruits. 

The misfortune is, that this man, whom 
the earth obeys as her king, leaves marks of 
his crimes and errors ; there is no country 
which has not been bedewed with bloodshed, 

. by hatred or fenaticism, by love or ambiti- 
on. The virtues have never appeared in the 
world but like flashes of lightning, whach 
shine and disappear in the bosom of the 
stoxms. 

Yetj perhaps, man is not so mallgnaM as 
is imagined : idleness hiaids him into mett 
excesses than perversity. Opportunities of 
doing mischief rise in crowds round the man 
who is unemployed ; I pretend not to paint 
man such as he is, but I have said enough 
to give a just idea of him, and oblige him 
to own, that when he unites himself to Grod, 
he is a whole, but when separated from him, 
nothing. . 

Reason, without religion, like those lu- 
minous exhalations which rise in the bosom 
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of night, enlighten only to guide to the 
brink of some precipice. This age offers the 
most sorrowful examples of it ! This age, 
which, notwithstandingthewitandknowledge 
with which it is decorated, seems to forget 
God himself, in wder to pursue and adore 
phantoms. 

Great part of mankind are mere aborti- 
ons ; they either cratnp their heart by attach- 
ing it only to perishable objects, or stifle 
their understanding by employing it only in 
useless pursuits. Even the most sublime 
sciences are below the dignity of our souls, 
if they lead us not up to the Deity, their 
principle mid end. 

These misfortunes have their source in 
man's not being sufficiently sensible of the 
excellence of his soul, in bis placing his van* 
ity in what can only humble him, m his be- 
ing defiled with the spots of sin. Death, 
which awaits him from the moment of hia 
entrance into the world, can alone make 
him perfectly comprehend the importance of 
rising above ail objects of sense ; but death 
warns us not of our errors, until the time 
for correcting them is no^more. We ima- 
gine ourselves still in our cradle while he is 
opening our tomb, and casting us into it in 
the midst of our projects. It is inconceiva- 
ble with what a rapid course the moments 
flow from our birth to our death. I compare 
them to a flash of lightning, which issues 
from a cloud, again to enter its bosom ; so 
that, in a figurative sense, we may say man 
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is born, and dies in the space of a lyngle day. 
His birth is the dawn, his infency the mor- 
ning, his manhood the meridian, and his 
death the evening. Then all objects really 
disappear from him, and eternal ni^t' over- 
whelms him in darkness ; unless he beillu* 
minated by that uncreated light with which 
the just shall be filled. 

This great object man ought to keep 
incessantly in view ; if he would be what he 
ought, let him represent to himself Death, 
holding the fatal urn, in which all generations 
are reduced to dust. This is the spectacle 
on which we must fix our eyes, if we would 
live like Christian philosophers. Thus man, 
here below, is only a shadow, which must 
pass away ; if we would entertain a high 
idea of him, he must be contemplated in eter- 
nity. It is, doubtless, a more glorious ob- 
ject than the firmament itself, to behold at 
its birth and its death that worm, called 
man, pass even into the bosom of God, at 
the moment when the earth crumbles under 
his feet, and a temporal life is taken from 
him, that it may make room for one entire- 
ly divine. 

It is astonishing that this man, brought 
into the world for so great purposes, should 
be so incurious to know them, and should 
incorporate himself with the vilest and most 
worthless objects, while he is expected in a- 
nother world to be essentially united with the 
Deity himself. 
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I am sensible that the night of the grave 
is a chaos which we cannot unravel while we 
languish in this valley of tears. 

It is a gulph in which all our reason is 
lost^ and which to us will be for ever un^ 
known till seen. Everj' time we see a man 
disappear, to go into the region of the dead, 
we ought to be assured tliat then all the fe- 
culties of his soul acquire an activity which 
serves to make him feel^ in an ineSable man- 
ner, his eternal happiness or misery. Man 
passes into the other life as became into this, 
without knowing in what country he is lan- 
ded. . . 

When we have lost sight of this world, to 
which we were accustomed, another pre- 
sents itself, but so extraordinary and so sub- 
lime, as to bear no relation to the present. 

In vain do we apply to the sciences, to 
raise us to the uncreated being. This life, 
properly speaking, is only the life of the bo- 
dy, so severe is the tyranny of our appetites 
and of our wants, but the future life is entire- 
ly that of the soul. There will it blossom, 
as in its proper soil ; it will no more be 
clogged with a mass of flesh, which retard- 
ed all its operations, and so confounded it 
with terrestrial objects, that we would have 
suffered ourselves to be captivated by them, 
had not care been taken to silence the passi- 
ons. Thus must we re-unite the present 
with the future, the earth with heaven ; in " 
a word, this world with the other, in order 
to be thoroughly acquainted with man ; for. 
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tlie future ILfe, th^t we on^y have a. shadow 
of him if we dp not fpllow him beyond the 
tomb- There he is expected, that he may 
cpfue^o^thc fulll^nQwkdge of l^s grea^^ss ; 
ap4 t;here hp will se^ bimselJF like a new 
Ph<?enix, rise resplendent from his/i$J>es; 
then will he Iparn, th^t Ids destiny was^o live 
in the Being, of Bejixgs. 

"\Vere man, attpjifive to Gon):empUte him- 
self here below, in the view of what he is to 
6e at his fleath ; )ie wpuld wisji to hiCar fre- 
qnfSf^t mention m^dc; of that happy nioment 
when he^ shall be stripped of this, mji^erable 
life, wbiph retardp his gjipi^y apd felicity. 

Death, £h>m. which weh^ve so great aver, 
sion, is notwithstanding the brightest and 
niost glprious xpLpment to irpan, if, while on 
this eartt^ h^ hath feithfuUy fi4&lle<i his ^^sk 
according Jo tbelawjs pr^oribed by reUgiop. 
I form to i}ay|B»elf the gpod Jftan, in his dying 
n^pimenlts, Ul^ tl>e §\in, w^hich, after being, 
covert by a thic^ cloi^d^ .at last pierces 
through the 4shaxies ai^id mists, and shines 
forth with double lustre. The want* and 
passions of this life a^e so many clouds w^hj^h 
darkeft w, ^d hide even frofn pi^r own eyes 
ou;r dijgniiy an4 our feqH^ie^t 

i am n^t surpri.^, tliat io the .Chris^i^n 
p^ulosopbers, death was. a cpn^inual subject 
of meditation. When rightly viewed, it pf- 
fers to mankind j^otjixing but what is ^eat, 
npthipg bjULtwh^tU cheering; B^t wej^dge 
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by what has a »elatiori solely to our bo^, and 
then it appears to us the most frightful spec- 
tacle/ 

This occasioned the saying olF Sir Charles 
Borromeo, * That if death was the body's 

* enemy, it wais the soul's good friend, and 

* that man (£d not understand his own in- 

* terests when he did not wish for it:' 

Ought that moment, which will crown us 
with glory and happiness, to be an object of 
our hatred? The body is a frail building, 
which must necessarily be d^pli^hed, that 
the soul may fly to its centre. It is like those 
scaffolds which architects use for the con- 
struction of a palace, but which they iremove 
when the pile is completed. 

It is not to be doubted^ that the irepr^ach- 
cs of conscience ordinarily give rise to this 
excessive fear of death. Doubtless it' is aw- 
fbl by reason of. the ever inscrutable jiidg- 
ments of God ; biit he is niercy itself. He 
tksireth not the death of a pinner, and assures 
us that, when we return sincerely to him, 
he will forget all our iniquities, were they 
numerous as the sand of the sea. 

In the eyes of fiiith, death, for ftoia be- 
ing the destruction of nrxan^ is a second cre- 
ation much more wonderful than the frrst ; 
because, instead pf those missies with 
which we have beeii beset from' our birth, 
we shall find, in dying, consolations, . and 
blessings * Which the eye hath ^ot ieen. 
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' the heart of matt to eonceivc.' 



LETTER XliL . 

ift YOtThJ^ve often solicited me to eom- 
poije a treatise oil the chu^rch ; but, terrified 
by, the boftndlt?ss extent of the subject, I 
drop Ae pencil frpm my hand^ every time I 
attempt to sketch that magnificent ^ pietur^. 
r^ When I reflect thfat: God him^Jf, b(jr.hi6 
Word and Spirit, has begotten the c^rch, 
lA.' order to ii|£^ of her a ^qoiid hgayen, 
much more, luminous than t^afinst; siiuihv 
given her his glory and holiness, to serve ts 
a guiding l^ht through all ages and nations. 
I jfeel my courage forsake me, and my very 
existence absorbed in gratitude and adoratU 
on. This church, we ^halL not kl¥)Mr perfectly 
tiU we are in.the b06ou>of God> frqm whom 
she i^ anemanatioiivand t<> whom, as to her 
supreme hairiness,' she incessantly tends. 
The world is a veil heife below, which hides 
from us her brightness ; and it must neces- 
sarily be rent and disappear, that we may 
behold that divine church in all her beauty 
and all her .im^nsity. How many men, 
powerful in word and in deed, between A- 
dam and the last of men, who shall complete 
the mysterious ring in wl Ich will be compre- 
hended ail the celestial spirits and all the 
saints I This is ,^ truly, ;that i innumerable 
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multitude ihention^d in tfce Apocalypa*, 
which John ^w ia the midst of an inefllible 
rapture. 

In a mystical "^cinse; the church is an ex- 
act counterpart of the material world ; she 
is continual!^ Vivifieii by-a central and divine 
fire ; enlightened by a sun, even in the mid- 
dle K>r thfe'night ;' endowed tvlth a fertility 
which hiakes her bud *nd briuff fbk-th *tilt 
for time and for eternity : watered with a 
miraculous dew, by Irhich^ like nattire, 
»he is ' at once- embdll^hed and tefriShed' : 
she hasher diamonds^ Her pearls, lier Aietals, 
her ]^lailts, her flowers. ' 

All ihe works of 6od are (jonnecled* fey so 
cl6te fetatibns, in such'perfect hairftibhj^, that 
the corporeal aids the spiritual, thig Visible is 
united with the invisible, in ordei* to form a 
whole, which blesses its Creator, and pro- 
claims bis excellence and majesty. 

Every private person in the clftirch has 
his peculiar opinions With regard to religion, 
every sect its characteristic ddctrine ;i but 
in the holy society i there is oviky dn€ faith ^ 
one sahation^ one baptism. 



LETTER XIV. 

fFrittenin illness to a Friend. 

. ^... .... 

I AM truly very ill, but what comforts 
: me b,' that it is not pf my ownr seeking^, for 
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I always thought, that eyery man should be 
careful of his heakh. 

Ignorant deyotion will not agree, in this 
truth J however, there is no doubt, that by 
destroying the springs of life, we put it out 
of our power to discharge our duties. 

Sickness, when it is not an effect produ- 
ced by some excess, but is sent directly 
from G6d, is the most projjer ptnitence to 
expiate our ' sins and eirrt>rs. It scatters a 
wholesome bitterness over the pleasures of 
this life ; it shades the objects which seem to 
dazzle us ; it insensibly detaches us from 
whatever is mortal, and makes us familiar 
with death. 

I have never been so senisible of my 6Wt\ 
insignificance, as since the beginning of my 
illness ; I have seen that my body is only art 
edifice which tumbles to pieces when least ex- 
pected. Sometimes my disorder is acute, 
and sometimes it seems to sleep, but it is 
only to wake with double violence. 

Man, from the momaVt of his birth, be- 
comes exposed to all, kinds of mflrmities and 
accidents, and may look upon every thing 
around him -ais the inimediate cause of his 
ruin. When the body becomes Weak, the 
soul should seem- to leave it to be united 
more dosely With 'God',* which is the only^ 
means pfrising superior to pafns and suffer^ 
ings, f^r all pbsi^ibfe happiijess is to tie found 
in God.'- '- - .••..,••'.• . . 

t- V. ■- - ."' . -i ' -> '. , 
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LETTER 'XV. 

YOUR correspondent is now reduced 
to a estate cf great i¥eaknessy and employing 
his emaciated, fingers in writing to .you. 
Had I viewed only the glory of this world, I 
would have said to death, when he pre sented 
to me the cup of bitterness. Let tbnt cup 
pass from me. Bfit happily my thoughts 
were entirely takeiii up with heaven, and' I 
exclaimed to myself, Hoijj pleasing i& this 
cup ! . 

It is certain that in the eyes of &ith there 
is no greater blessing than to unite ourselves 
to death, before he stril^e^ the last . blow- 
Since I feel him within me, and draw him 
in with my breath, he seems disarmed of his 
terrors, and while my d^ys diminish, they 
become more valuable, by bringing me 
nearer to eternity. 

Here the violence of my pains obliges me 
to lay down ;mypen...I know, not when, or 
if ever I shrill resume it. , ; 

A moment's ease, after.. seven days and 
nights of continual pain, puts the pen again 
into my hand. One thing comfprts me, 
that by the favour of heaven xny inind ac- 
quires strength as my body decays, and there 
is only one thing that gives me reial affile-* 
tion. I have not done all the good I ougfat 
to have done, for which reasoii I eame$tly 
intreat you to pray to^God, that he would 
pardon me, and deign to accept my small 
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remains of UFe, as an expiation for my 
sins. 

I die as 1 live^ with gratitude to all who 
have done me service^ and always your friend. 
•...Forget me in the siglit of men, before 
whom I shall soon be only a portion of dust, 
but remember me before God, in whom I 
have rested alt my hope, that I may not be 
covered with confusion in eternity. 

It has been his will to shew me, in a 
dre^RJfut mannier, the nothingness of gran- 
deur, even when I was surrounded with it, 
by mixing for me a cUp of gall and worm- 
wood. Blessed be his name. 

If I have not the consolation of seeing you 
here, I shall expect you in eternity, where 
I hope we shall enjoy the invaluable blessing 
of meeting again in God, who will then be 
our universe, our element, and our life. 

This 26th of August, 1774. 



THE END. 
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jyST PUBLISHED, ■ 

BY KIMBER, CONRAD, & Co. 

(Price 40 cents) 

POEMS, 

TBANSt^TED PKOM THC FHENCH OF . 

MADAME DE LA MQTHE GUION, 

f 

BY. THE LAT^ ^ 

WILLIAM COWPER, Es^. 

AUTHOR OT THJE TASK. ' 

'« The geiuuft and piety of liie amial^le fHttidof the'Vordiy 
Archbiahop of Cambray have at len^ placed -her bigit m ^e 
rank of femiaJe excellence. The clouds and mists \^hich ob- 
scured the brightness of her virtues, while living, have disap- 
peared and left her memory as celebrated as her love ef re- 
tirement was mysterious ; her history as interesting- as lier ac- 
tions were misrepresented, and many of her opinions as just as 
the peculiarity of them in France in her day was striking. If 
Fenelon, the literary ornament of Europe/ distinguished for the 
most refined philosophy, were again alive, he would have rea- 
son to rejoice that others are spuitually minded enough to rel- 
i^ those pure joys of devotion which he a^d his valuable friend 
were too wise to sacrifice to the corrupt taste of a Ucentious 
||Durt....It gives us pleasure to be able to announce the publica- 
tion of the poems of « Mudame de,la Mgthe Guion translated 
from the French b>\William Cowper, Esq. author of the Task." 
This work is neatly printed by Kimber, Conrad, & Co. and 
fcjnns a handsome pbcket volume." 

TIJE EVENING FIRE'SIDE,»3I0. 6. 
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PROPOSALS, 
teY KIMftfcll,.GDNftAD^ «» €6.. 

■ ^ < ^- •i;,::j '.tots*- ; ■ •■ "•' ■;'■ • 
' ' tlOljy SCRIPTURES f ' 

• J- ' , I'J ;; '■' ^ : • ■ -■ ■ ■•, ;.''► ,-i .. 

■J ••'' ^ '<- . --bib A- ' ' ■ - ^* ;- ' ' 

Dictionaiyand Alphabetical Index to the BiUi9? veiyosefulto all 
Christians who serioui^X i«»ck4nd«U|dy the inspired writings. 

, ,Hr TWO rARTS....CONTA.INIlf0 : 



I. The'appelliatli^ or eomiion 
words in so fulljand lai;ge a 
tnahner that ahy terte may 



be readily found by leoUsig;; i > * senpCura. 

^ . t. ^t_l — J •_ !1 'fW w-k - i 



for,an^ 9u^erial word In it. 
In tliis pait the Vafio^us ttgiiiA- 
eations if prasdipal wao*ds d):e 
gtvem bjr which the true 
nieaniug^ of many passages of 
scriptnre is:abot</n: an ac- 
count of sevcsral Jewish cus* 



toriis mtd 'cefemcnivi is also 
added, wl^ch mny serve to 
itlustrate manjT parts df 



ll. Proper n^mes in the acrip- 
tlif-ed. To this part is'pre* 
fixed a falfle bontaining^ the 
sigsificatioipof words in thp 
on^nal lan^ages ' fh>m 
which they are deriTed. 
) .. . 



TO WHICH 1$ ADDED, 

A Coacoi?daa€e:^0(he books called Appcrjpba,, 

The whole ^ge^ed in an eas^ and reguh^ knethod } which 
together, \iriUi the various sij^fications and other improvements 
now adifed, rlendenl it moi*e useful tlun any book of tlie kini 
hitherto |i|ablished. 

BY ALEXANDER CRUDEN, M. A. 

" This excellent wofk having gonethrougii 
five editions i\\ Engfeftid , ^twi never yet been 
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printiSd 15 Atli*rit»;*the RUbll$h|5r$|4'e induc- 
ed to believe, that among the numerous advc 
catesr*^^ the Ttading and-swcy vof those in- 
vah^a|bl^ livrkmg;^ within tl^ compass of the 
tJniteS States, they will hie« widi sufficient 
encouragement to w:ajcrant their undertaking 
so large a work. They have accordingly 
made arrarigertiQtttls ;f)jr puttiilg^ft to preas 
early the ensuing y,car ; and as they rely up- 
on file patronage of th« readers of the Holy 
Scriptures^, .the utmost attention shall be 
giveh/ to fUmish theih with arcbrrect and 
handsome an index to the Bible, as the best 
London copy. 

CONDITKWS. 

This work will be printed in one quarto 
volume containing upwards of lOOQ pages, 
on a . fine wove paper and a beautiful type 
now casting for tnc purpose* 
• It will bfe delivered to subscribers bound 
in calf, at 10 dollars; well bound in siieep 
,9 dollars 50 cents ; and in boards at 8 dol- 
lars 50 cents, and no money required till the 
completion of the work. To ti9n-subscri- 
bers the price will be enhanced. 
IkO* A very' common Edinburgh etStionisold 
at ninfe dollars, and the London, oil a much 
Siinaller typeandp^po' inferior tp that ofthe pro-* 
posed Philadelphia edition, at eleven dollars* 

Subscriptions will be received by the pub- 
lishers at their store, No. 170, South Se- 
jeond Streets, Phifed^lpWa ; and by the princi- 
f)ftj J>5«>M^U^r^ tj^pugfequt the Unk^d States. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ifff?j 'nrj.'Jv. 



'm 






L 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



% 



ill 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






Digitized by GoOgl" 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



